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‘*AND TWO WOMEN SHALL BE GRINDING AT THE MILL’ 


AN ANCIENT MILL OF THE ORIENT 


MR. HARRY FENN TELLS OF THE ONE HE SAW IN BETHLEHEM 


ERY suggestive of our subject is the name of this 

old town of Judea that has scarcely changed an 

atom in architecture or arrangement from the 

days of David. The original name Beit-Lahm 
‘The House of Flesh’’ is a phonetic arrangement of the 
name of Bethlehem, ‘‘The House of Bread.’’ Nowhere 
else in Palestine is the old proverb, ‘‘Tickle the ground 
and it smiles with harvest,’’ more applicable than on the 
hill slopes of Christ’s birthplace. 

After a long and dusty day in the saddle we came in 
sight of the fortress-like north gate of Bethlehem. The 
Church of the Nativity and the embattled walls pile up 
like a medizeval castle. Old as these walls are, the cus- 
toms of the people within are older. 

On the queer outside stairs leading to the roof of the 
first house in the town sat two women. Like a flash the 
old words of the Testament came to mind, ‘‘And two 


ILLUSTRATION BY THE AUTHOR 


women shall be grinding at the mill.’’ There they were 
just as Christ saw them; there the fashions never change. 
The same costume, a simple, long garment, falling 
straight from the shoulders to the feet, woven of coarse 
linen, a superb indigo in color, ‘‘The blue of Tyre.’’ 
The only trimming or decoration, a square of needlework 
on the breast, and as one of the women bends forward at 
the stroke of the mill her dower coins flash and jingle in 
her hair. The identical picturesque figure the Saviour 
must have looked upon hundreds of times, lending such 
color to the Testaments both new and old. 

And the mill has not altered since the year one. Two 
stones, usually about fifteen inches in diameter, the mov- 
able one above having a handle long enough to accom- 
modate the right hands of the women. A funnel-shaped 
hole in the top stone admits the grain, fed by the women 
in turn. This is set in a rude earthenware pot, the meal 


finding its way out of an opening at the bottom, falling 
into a pan or jar set upon the next step lower. 
This was the hand-mill alluded to by our Lord; it is 


the general domestic mill of today. It can scarcely, 
however, be called a mill; it is a simple device for pound- 
ing or rubbing the grain into meal. It is innocent of 
*‘cockeye,’’ spindle or hopper, or any of the elaborate de- 
vices of our modern flour-making machinery. But for 
all that, it is the forefather of our mill. 

There is a curious piece of evidence, in connection 
with this particular kind of mill, to be found in one of 
the Books of Moses, of the fact that the pawnshops were 
in the hands of the Jews even at that early day, for we 
read, ‘‘No man shall take the nether or the upper mill- 
stone to pledge: for he taketh a man’s life to pledge.’’ A 
millstone, by the way, would seem to be rather a cumber- 
some article to take to the pawnshop. 
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Before the milling comes the sowing. 
Glancing from this flat roof, we see the 
steep hillside, (just outside the city 
waite , all searped with terraces, sweeping 
round the eastern shoulder of this little 
hill town, thickly planted with silver-grey 
olives, all showing a wonderful care and 
cultivation uncommon in Palestine, for 
the inhabitants of Bethlehem are chris- 
tian, and they till the soil with patience 
and perseverance unknown to their Mos- 
lem neighbors. 

See that stalwart young Bethlehemite 
with the skirts of his garment tucked up 
between his bare legs, guiding a plow that 
is nothing but a sharpened stick of wood, 
drawn by a camel and an ass yoked to- 
gether; a queer team indeed. 

Later the plowman becomes the sower 
‘‘and some fell by the wayside, and some 
fell on good ground,’’ (how potent are the 
old words,) but it’s all good ground 
around the walls of Bethlehem, and the 
little terraced fields yield ‘‘a hundredfold.”’ 

Nothing changes there. This tall son of 
the City of the Nativity, scattering grain 
upon the hillside of his native town, 
clothed in his brown and white-striped 
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habba, is the same figure the Holy Babe 
looked upon near two thousand years ago. 

I say oie changes, but alas for the 

icturesque side of this picture: since my 

ast visit a railway has appeared in Pales- 

tine; and I fear we shall shortly hear of 
the introduction of the last new Yankee 
mowing machine, and that the modern 
method of grinding will follow. I am 
glad I saw it as it was two thousand years 
ago. The world is getting too uniform to 
be interesting. I recently found in the re- 
mote parts of Spain, in the mountains of 
Andalusia, the most picturesque costume 
in Europe departing as the railway ad- 
vances. So also in Japan. I rejoiced, how- 
ever, to hear, in a conversation with a Jap 
recently, while talking over this deplor- 
able matter: ‘‘Ah,’’ he said, ‘‘when we 
reach our homes, we remove the bowler 
hat and business coat, and resume our na- 
tive dress.”’ 

In the illustration we can see somewhat 
of the workings of this rude flour mill. 
Later, I hope to describe other methods of 
ancient milling, and the forms of bread in 
various eastern and European countries. 


HARRY FENN. 





CONDITIONS AT MANILA 


By JOHN M. TURNER 


Coming down from Shanghai, I found a 
quick transfer of steamers could be made 
at Hongkong for Manila, saving a week or 
two, and I was glad of the chance to save 
anything, as my stay in the Orient had 
shown me that it was very difficult to 
effect a saving in any direction, let alone 
time or money. I started my inquiries 
’ about Manila. The captain of one ship 
told me it was ‘‘the rottenest hole in the 
East’’ and to ‘‘cut it out,’’ as it was not 
necessary for a white man to go there. 

Several Englishmen posted on eastern 
life joined in and said Manila had been 
spoiled by the Americans, as they had 
gone there with their dollars and advanced 
prices several times beyond their original 
value. They said Uncle Sam had a larger 
load than he could well carry in the Phil- 
ippines, and the quicker he let go the 
more money he would be ahead. Another 
told me that the Filipino was the worst 
inhabitant of the East, and could never 
become reconciled to modern methods so 
the best way for the States to get rid of 
them was to drop them. 

In Hongkong I met others, and got about 
the same kind of a song as to what was to 
be found in the islands. No foreigner with 
whom I spoke had a good word to say 
about the islands or the American man- 
agement of them, and my conclusion was 
naturally that a week there would give 
me more time than I wanted but I would 
have to stay a week to get a steamer back. 

On the steamer going I met a different 
element. It was largely made up of 
Americans bound to different parts of the 
islands, having been home on leave, after 
a term of years in the islands. There were 
13 bridal couples on the boat, and there 
was not a man in the group over 35 years 
old. They impressed me as earnest young 
men who knew what they were about. I 
asked a lot of questions about the islands, 
and they gathered in groups to tell me. 
All I heard from them was favorable, in 
many cases flattering, to the islands, and I 
confess I went to bed easier that night 
thinking not so badly of the newest in- 
vestment my country had made. 

The next day I pursued the investiga- 
tion. Assembled the group of men on the 
after deck to get the truth: Iwanted them 
in a bunch so they could not tell me fairy 
tales. One was a doctor, another a school 
superintendent, another an engineer en- 
gaged in-the hydrographic survey of the 
islands, two surveyors who had gone miles 
into the interior of a dozen of the islands. 
These men told me the truth as they saw 
it, and I was at a loss to account for the 
gd pag stories I had heard, and was glad 

had a chance to investigate for myself. 

Upon arrival at Manila, on a bright, 
sunshiny morning, we were met by a doc- 
tor’s launch, as the anchor went down in 
the bay. A bright, spruce-looking doctor 
came aboard, shook hands with the cap- 
tain, had the crew assembled, inspected 
them, asked the passengers into the cabin 
to answer to their names, looked them 
over, asked the ship’s doctor as to the 
health of all passengers and having satis- 
fied himself that all was well he left over 
the side, having been less than 30 minutes 
in the whole inspection, which was the 
first inspection I had seen since I left Ja- 
pan. Another launch came alongside for 
the passengers and their luggage, and in 
another half hour we were all on the dock 
dickering with the ‘‘caramatto’’ drivers 
to be driven to our hotels. 

Nicer little carriages one never rode in, 
for public conveyances, while the native 
ponies about the sizeof goats made all the 
motions of a first-class Kentucky thor- 
oughbred, except the speed. The Hotel 
Delmonico, to which I was driven is in the 


walled city, a mile from the dock. ‘The 
streets were as clean as in any city I 
was ever in. The people went about their 
business in a cheerful mood, every one 
seemed to have something to do, and the 
streets were well filled, although it was 
hot, say about 90 degrees at 11 a. m. 

The Delmonico was an old Spanish pri- 
vate residence, having about thirty rooms 
for guests, with plenty of convenience. 
The table was as good as we had had on 
any Pacific mail boat I rode on, and was a 
good one for atropical country. I was told 
that business was suspended during the 
heat of the day. The custom is to get at 
it early in the morning, say about seven, 
and quit at noon, resuming if necessary, at 
about 4 p. m. and at 6 taking a drive on 
the Luneta for an hour. 

To sum up, and spare the reader a lot of 
details will say I remained in Manila 
two weeks instead of one, and wish I 
could have made it a month. I found 
every office I visited a busy place. The 
government clerks, army officers, naval 
officers and other public officials with 
whom I talked had all the time I wanted 
for business, but had lots to do when I 
had done talking, as everyone was hard at 


work. The work that had been done, and 
is plainly in sight to show for itself, is 
wonderful. 


The city is on the high road to success if 
I can read signs. Prices are about what 
they would be in the United States. I 
went in to get my haircut. It cost 35c, but 
I never had a better haircut, and would 
have paid that at any good place in Amer- 
ica. The hotel prices are steep. Some say 
they are far too high, but the government 
bought the only good hotel there was for 
an office building, so that threw the hotel 
business into private houses, except one 
new one built two miles from the city cen- 
ter, which is full, run to make money, 
and will improve when competition 
catches up to the volume of trade. The 
city is not to blame for the hotels, as new 
ones are building, and these will soon 
bring up the service, and probably add to 
the price. 

I met an army officer whose previous 
six months had been spent in cutting 
through a wagon road on the north end of 
Luzon. He bad employed about 4,000 men 
at the work, three of whom were Europe- 
ans, the rest natives. He had never had 
better service than he got from the na- 
tives, when whiskey was kept out of his 
camps. He paid the natives 50 pesetas a 
day, or 25c gold; and fed them. The work 
was completed ahead of the time antici- 
pated, the men working like troopers be- 
cause they had heard the officer had bet 
20,000 segars that the job would be done on 
time. They got it done ahead of time and 
the major divided the segars among them. 
This only shows that Filipinos are human. 

A public contractor engaged in pumping 
the sea water from the bay and filling in 
the moat about the walled city with the 
soil employed native labor. 

I talked with him. He was well satis- 
fied with native labor was going to stick 
to the contracting business and would em- 
ploy the labor. One of the worst elements 

e complained of was the American negro 
who had enlisted in the army, served his 
time, been discharged and had settled in 
Manila. He was severe in condemning this 
class of citizens. Others confirmed this. 

The second day after my arrival I 
walked to the bank a mile away. On my 
return I missed the way and asked a pass- 
ing man to direct me. He replied witha 
strong foreign accent. When I spoke in 


German he at once replied and inquiry 
brought out the fact that he had been 
there five years and was about to go home 






on his vacation, being allowed one year in ~ 


five to go home with pay. I asked a lot of 
uestions about Manila. How that chap 

id roast the Americans. There was noth- 
ing too bad to say about them. Their 
soldiers were dirty, drank whiskey, got 
drunk, smelled bad as one passed them on 
the street and drifted into saloon-keepers 
as soon as their time expired. 

He told me the Americans had more 
than doubled the prices of everything and 
wages had more than doubled, that help 
had grown scarce and it was a problem to 
run one’s house without paying three 
times what was formerly paid for labor 
and, worst of all, they had cut all the 
profits out of the export and import busi- 
ness and there was nothing in it. He told 


me before the American occupancy Manila . 


was an easy, cheap place to live in; the na- 
tives did not know values, and there was a 
good profit in trade. Now al] was gone and 
the native wanted ‘‘gold’’ for everything 
where before he had been satisfied with 
‘*Mexican.”’ I arrived at my hotel by this 
time but had seen where m 
friend’s ox had been gored. he Ameri- 
cans had knocked off one of his persim- 
mons. 

I did not see a thing that impressed me 
unfavorably unless it was the fact that 
there seem to be too many bar-rooms, but 
army people tell me they would disappear 
if the canteen could be restored. Every 
foreigner with whom I talked ‘‘knocked’’ 
Manila and the American occupancy as 
hard as he could while every American 
I met seemed to be heels over head in busi- 
ness and hardly had time enough in the 
day to do it all notwithstanding the fact 
that they got to work as near seven o’clock 
as they could, rarely going as late as half- 
past seven before being at their desks. 

There are a lot of troops in the Philip- 
pines. Not nearly as many as there were, 
for some left. The Insular government is 
running about 40,000 police in all the 


islands, and they are necessary to preserve . 


the peace, as there are about 8,000,000 in- 
habitants scattered among, some say, 1,500 
islands, and many of the natives are still 
savages. Slavery exists among them; in 
fact, slavery exists right in Manila. The 
country has been living under centuries of 
Spanish misrule, and wants a chance to 
catch its breath. 

Were I interested in the government of 
the islands, and anywhere near the foun- 
tain head, it occurs to me now that I should 
call the governor general’s attention to the 
confounded ‘‘knocking”’ that is going on 
mostly by foreigners and the priests, as 
near as I could ascertain, and see what he 
thought of issuing a kind of circular let- 
ter addressed to foreigners and others say- 
ing that all those who were not satisfied 
with the conduct of things could get out 
but that while they staid it would be ex- 
pected that they would keep their mouths 
shut on the administration of a govern- 
ment to which they did not owe allegi- 


ce. 

Otherwise stop the foreign knocking and 
send the shiftless drunken lot of dis- 
charged soldiers home. These latter en- 
listed for a good time and the sight of a 
new country. They got it. Were paid off 
in gold and found whiskey near at hand 
with other attractions that go with it. 
Their money soon went, they were dis- 
charged, got into the gutter and now the 
country is to blame. Send them home in a 
transport and they will soon drift into 
their proper level there but in the Philip- 
pines they are doing mischief. 

I have given myself up to this subject 
more than I intended but it isa fact that 
the truth is not known about the islands. 
I haven’t an interest in the islands. Went 
there as a visitor to sell a few barrels of 
flour if I could and look the situation 
over. Were I a younger man, say 35, there 
is nothing would keep me out of the Phil- 
ippines and I say in all earnestness that no 
honest young man can make a failure of it 
in Manila provided he does not get into 
extravagances. If he just gets to work 
and saws wood he will come out rich 
quicker than in any field I know of. 

Oh yes, about flour. It might be of in- 
terest to the miller to know of the 
chances. Unlimited. That is what the 
chances are. The people are reasonably in- 
dustrious, their earning power has been 
doubled, their wants have been quad- 
rupled and flour will sell readily. Pacific 
coast flour is most desirable because the 
natives eat lots of rice and starchy food. 
American maize will sell in great quanti- 
ties if itcan be put up so the several 
varieties of weevil can not get at it, until 
je native does. The native must get it 

rst. 

The government has had some hard luck 
keeping its flour when sent into the inte- 
rior of some of the islands. Investiga- 
tion shows that almost every pound of flour 
they have had get weevily was some that 
was shipped from Hongkong, and no won- 
der it got full of weevils.: The average 
Hongkong flour man isn’t afraid of wee- 
vils. He says they are in the climate, so 
he just sifts out the worms and sends the 
flour along. The eggs that were laid in the 
flour, however, develop into worms by the 
time the flour gets to the Philippines, or 
say three days, and there you are. 
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Flour properly packed and? reasona 
cared for will keep just as long in the Dy 
ippines as it will in Havana, or Mobile, oy 
any other warm city. If storage is not 
kept clean, of course weevil will breed; of 
course flour will become infested, but peo. 
ple have got to be just as careful in keep- 
ing out the weevil as they are of keeping 
out the ant, or the =e or any other 
tropical pest. Flour will be consumed jp 
the Philippines in constantly increasing 
quantities from this on, and corn products 
have no limit to the amount of their sales 
if they are properly kiln-dried and not 
shipped in too great quantities. In 500-bb] 
lots, and frequent shipments is the way to 
handle the maize and flour business in 
Manila, and there are a million of the jin- 
habitants waiting to have both introduceq 
to them. 


CONVENTION NEWS 


Interest is developing in the forthcoming 
convention of the Millers’ National Fed- 
eration to be held jn Kansas City, June 7, 
8 and 9. 

The following circular letter issued by 
Charles L. Roos, chairman Auxiliary 
Committee, gives further particulars of the 
4 same excursion through the Kansas 

elds. 





BULLETIN NO. 2 


The suggestion that a trip through the 
wheat fields @f Kansas and Oklahoma fol- 
low the Kansas City Mass Convention }|ias 
met with so favorable a response from 
every quarter that the committee has ‘je- 
cid to make definite arrangements {or 
this trip. A special train will be chartered 
to leave Kansas City late Friday evenii, 
the last day of the Convention. 

By early morning the center of the Kin- 
sas wheat section will be reached. Bre:ik- 
fast at Newton will be followed by‘a cay 
spent in a zig-zag trip through the wh:at 
section, covering in all about 500 miics. 
Saturday evening the train will leave K::n- 
sas, reaching Guthrie, Okla., next mo n- 
ing in time for breakfast. At about nine 
o’clock it will leave for the ‘'101 Ranc:.,” 
the greatest diversified farm in the wo: d. 
At the ranch, millers will have a cha: ce 
to see a wheatfield of 15,000 acres, besi ‘es 
thousands of acres sown to other cro»s, 
all under a single management. ‘ihe 
ranch covers a total of 87,000 acres. 

Visitors will also have a chance to w it- 
ness the Indian ceremonies commemor:it- 
ing the discontinuance of tribal relaticus 
between the Ponca and Otoe Indias. 
About 2,000 Indians will be present ive- 
sides a great number of cowboys, soldie”s, 
expert ropers and riders and men of tie 
plains of all sorts. The celebration will 
include a buffalo bunt, a cattle round-\ip 
and branding, roping contests, sham _ ba'- 
tle, Indian dance and a great many other 
similar features. 

Following the festivities at the ‘‘!')l 
Ranch”’ the special train will leave for 
Kansas City, making a direct run, and ::r- 
riving at 7 o’clock Monday morning. 

The distance covered on the trip will !e 
about 1,100 miles. The committee has 
planned that an individual charge of *25 
each will cover all expenses. This charze 
includes railroad transportation, sleeping 
car berth for the entire trip, meals, 1e- 
freshments on the train and gratuities of 
every sort. 

In order to complete arrangements it 
will be necessary to know as early as pos- 
sible just how many to plan for. Reserv»- 
tions must all be in hand by May 15. All 
applications should be addressed ‘o 
Charles L. Roos, chairman, 208 Board of 
Trade building, Kansas City, Mo., and 
should be accompanied by remittance of 
$25 for each person. After the date named 
it is probable that accommodations on 
still be provided, but the Pullman res«r- 
vations and the Harvey system must ‘e 
arranged with early in order to insure 'e- 
ceiving the.best service. 

Please advise your members of this «:r- 
rangement and urge upon all who w'll 
want to go on the trip that they maxe 
their reservation as promptly as possib’e. 


CHARLES L. Roos 


Elk Valley Mill Co., Larimore, N. }): 
Crop conditions are favorable. No whet 
moving. Flour business is ‘‘on the bum.” 


All the docks, wareliouse and buildin.s 
of the German Nordse Steamship Co. ‘it 
Bremen, Germany, were burned April «1 


The St. Paul (Neb.) Milling & Gran 
Co. has been incorporated with $25,000 ca »- 
ital stock. J. A. Frick, E. F. Humphry 
and C. I. Rowe are the incorporators. 














A press cable from Seville, Spain, sas 
that the recent rains were of no beneiit 
to the grain crops, which are totally los’. 
The economic crisis continues throughoi.t 
the province. 


The senate committee on interste e 
commerce will hold sessions until Jur-, 
giving frequent hearings on railro: 
rates. The Esch-Townsend bill, posed by 
the house, will serve as a basis of inquiry, 
but a new measure will be framed for the 
senate, which if passed, will go back to 
the house. 
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THE collapse of the May wheat deal was 
the feature of the week. With the other 
options and cash prices down in sympathy 
with the May option, flour values have 
been reduced at least forty cents during 
the week and the market is still so un- 
settled that it is difficult to quote a price 
on flour. Minneapolis mills, as well as 
mills in other centers, have a good deal of 
fiour sold at former prices and are now en- 
countering the usual trouble, under such 
conditions, with buyers who are refusing 
to live up to their contracts. 

It is believed that wheat prices are now 
near a basis justified by supply and de- 
mand, and if the market shall become 
settled, a fair trade in flour may re- 
sult. Some cabled bids on patent have 
already been received by a Minneapolis 
mill which indicate that values on this 
side are approaching very closely the ideas 
of importers on the other side. 

Winter wheat flour markets also are de- 
moralized. Dullness prevails generally, 
with mills awaiting stability in wheat 
prices. Eastern buyers are holding off on 
the same account. The slight recovery on 
Tuesday had a tendency to strengthen the 
situation, and millers are hopeful of bet- 
ter conditions shortly. 

Good rains have fallen over a major part 
of the winter wheat belt and growing con- 
ditions are ideal. 

In parts of the spring wheat territory 
warmer weather last week would have 
been acceptable. In North Dakota and 
northern Minnesota the need of moisture 
is felt to a considerable extent. 


CABLES today to the Northwestern Mill- 
er from the markets of the United King- 
dom and Holland state that very little 
business in flour is passing. The Easter 
holiday season has checked operations and 
the break in American wheat prices has 
tended to confirm buyers in a policy of 


abstention. 
* 


* * 


THE book reviewer of the Northwestern 
Miller has been favored with a copy of a 
thrilling and dramatic work entitled 
‘‘Lessons from the Grain-Rust Epidenric 
of 1904,’ written by that eminent novelist, 
Mark Alfred Carleton, Cerealist in Charge 
of Cereal Investigations, Vegetable Path- 
ological and Physiological Investigations, 
Bureau of Plant Industry. Published by 
the Government Printing Office, Washing- 
ton. 





WHILE this is not the first essay of the 
distinguished author in the realm of fic- 
tion, his popular stories of the life and ad- 
ventures of his favorite hero, Durum Mac- 
aroni Goosewheat, having already won 
him a place in the regard of lovers of true 
romance, it is pre-eminently the best crea- 
tion his facile pen has as yet given to the 
world, showing the genius for invention, 
the constructive ability and the well-bal- 
anced appreciation of the marvelous 
which invariably mark the writer of true 
imaginative literature. 


In the ‘“‘Grain-Rust Epidemic’’ the 
author succeeds in holding the enthralled 
interest of the reader from the opening 
chapter to the last word. One is amazed 
by the facility with which fact and fiction 
are so beautifully blended that it is impos- 
sible to discern the difference between the 
elements combined to produce the result. 
If the author should attempt to get a re- 
bate from the treasury department on the 
imported raw material of truth which he 
uses in limited quantities for making his 
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1888-9 
Population, U.S. ... 63 millions 
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No export trade. 


September .........- $ .98 
QIEIGDER, 6.66.8) 6 6 tig ee 
INOVEIRDED, «6 6 es oe ww Meee 
Decemper «2. cece ss LAF 
JGBBOIY. ccc cw ess HOF 


PROPUGTY 6.6 6.6 0 oe 08 1.07 1-2 
PROTON st cee os eso 1008 
ti | emer iva. “ot 


BOM oe, cacerral ens e059, See tee aaa 





THE DEADLY PARALLEL 


Average closing price Number One Northern in Minneapolis. 





1904-5 
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finished product, it is certain that Senator 
Hansbrough would have no difficulty in 
preventing the allowance of the drawback. 


THE story introduces a pleasing novelty, 
which suggests the modern dramatic ver- 
sion of Uncle Tom’s Cabin with its two 
Topsys, in having duplicate villains, Red- 
rust and Blackrust. These magnificent 
creations of the novelist’s fancy are veri- 
table melodramatic scoundrels and the 
havoc they create in destroying and blight- 
ing the once-smiling wheatfields of the 
northwest is most terrific. The relation 
of the awful deeds committed by these fell 
destroyers in the black year of 1904 will 
bring tears to the eye of every farmer, 
miller and grain handler who reads about 
them. In the masterly handling of these 
characters, the reader will recognize and 
appreciate the author’s deep research in 
the lore of the Krop Killers, that strange 
band of fanatics who blotted the wheat 
crop of Canada and the northwestern 
states entirely off the face of the earth by 
merely pouring ink over it. 





TuE hero is, of course, the author’s fa- 
vorite, Durum Macaroni Goosewheat, than 
whom no character in ancient or modern 
fiction is the equal for virtue, courage and 
high emprise. The doughty deeds accom- 
plished by this worthy during the ‘‘epi- 
demic’? make the adventures of the Three 
Guardsmen seem in comparison like inci- 
dents in a Sunday school picnic. Durum 
Macaroni Goosewheat, backed by the en- 
tire force of the Department of Agricul- 
ture, the big chief, ‘‘Tama James” always 
in the lead, with the Cerealist in charge, 
the Chief Chemist in reserve and the In- 
spired Baker on the flank, puts the de- 
mons of Redrust and Blackrust to flight 
wherever encountered. He endures all 
things, withstands every insidious or open 
attack, achieves everything and _ finally 
emerges triumphant not only over the dey- 
astating villains but over Commonwheat, 
who, according to the author’s version of 
the ‘‘epidemic’’ plays but a shabby part in 
defeating the machinations of the evil 
ones. 

THE ravages of the ‘‘epidemic’’ as de- 
scribed by the author, recall stories of the 
great London plague, accounts of yellow 
fever epidemics and weird old tales of the 
horrors of cholera. When one is through 
reading about them he turns to the table 
of wheat receipts and wonders how it hap- 
pened that so much grain was left after 
Redrust, Blackrust, the Krop Killers and 
the Department of Agriculture’ got 
through. There is a moral to the story as 
there ought always to be in every well- 
constructed novel. It is, put your trust 
absolutely in Durum Macaroni Goose- 
wheat and all will be well. 


ONE discerns, after reading this fascina- 
ting work, that it was written with a mo- 
tive. A high, grand, sustained object 
runs through every page and permeates 
every paragraph. The exaltation of the 
departmental over the practical, the up- 
lifting of the academic and the downfall 


of the utilitarian in agriculture is the 
splendid, sustaining, pervading theme un- 
derlying this magnificent contribution to 
current fiction. A sublime trust in the in- 
fallibility of the Tama Jameses, the Cere- 
alists in Charge, the Chief Chemists, the 
Inspired Bakers and all the rest of the 
noble, enlightened and progressive gentle- 
men who cluster around the Department 
of Agriculture and issue bulletins, novels 
and sermons unceasingly, praising them- 
selves and their works to the full extent 
of the appropriation, is inculcated in the 
pages of Mark Alfred’s grand epic. 


WITH a double villain, a real hero and a 
moral; the scene laid in the wheat fields of 
the northwest and all thickly overspread 
with a grand motive, ‘‘Lessons from the 
Grain-Rust Epidemic” is indeed one of the 
great, if not the very greatest, works of 
fiction of the year and at once places its 
author among the leading novelists of his 
time. It is to be regretted that such a con- 
tribution to literature is not bound ina 
style more befitting its intrinsic worth. 
It deserves at least to have the distinctive 
mark of its class and should rightly be en- 
cased in firm covers of yellow. 

DovuBTLEss its lack of a more perma- 
nent and appropriate binding isdue to the 
niggardly policy of congress in not appro- 
priating to the uses of the department the 
entire revenues of the government. With 
such a genius for working congressmen 
and securing appropriations in charge as 
Tama James, it may be expected that this 
lack will ultimately be remedied and in 
the future, the grand, good works of the 
brilliant specialists who now write the lit- 
erature of the department will be present- 
ed to a waiting world in proper and per- 
manent shape, brilliant in yellow, elabo- 
rately illustrated, with a steel plate en- 
graving of the illustrious Tama James asa 
frontispiece and a mezzo-tint of Mark Al- 
fred, Cerealist and Novelist, coyly nestling 
in the folds of chapter four. Such a work 
as the epic of the ‘‘epidemic’’ thus print- 
ed, bound, illuminated and _ illustrated 
would be worth eight cents of the money 
of any farmer, miller, grain dealer or, 
other person interested in the romance and 
fiction of the wheat field. 


\, 3 ta 
v/ D Goose wHear / 
pT 






THE legislature of the state of Minneso- 
ta adjourned last week and the business 
interests of the state breathed freer in 
consequence. It is safe to say that there 
is not a state inthe Union in which the 
commercial and manufacturing classes do 
not dread the approach of legislative ac- 
tivity and feel relief at its close. This 
element in most states would, beyond 
question, be glad to have the legislature 
meet less often and the longer the inter- 
val between sessions, the better pleased it 
would be. 

Tus dread of the iaw-making people by 
the people who must bear the brunt of the 
law, who pay the taxes and operate their 
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under acts of the legislature, is not the 
fear of the guilty seeking to avoid detec- 
tion or to evade justice. It is the antici- 
pation of predatory attacks, either in the 
form of burdensome taxation or mischiev- 
ous and arbitary interference in the con- 
cerns of business life. The established in- 
dustry, the commercial or manufacturing 
enterprise which has taken root and, 
based upon sound principles, has flour- 
ished enough to emerge from safe obscur- 
ity has become a target for modern state 
legislation. 


Ir has become dangerous for an indus- 


try to show signs of prosperity. Thereby 
it provokes the attacks of legislators who 
are quick to see the possibilities open to 
them of making the flourishing pay trib- 
ute to the shiftless. The average member 
of the state legislature is a man of small 
calibre and he owes his place to voters 
possessing even less responsibility than 
himself. He gains popular favor by mak- 
ing the life of the thrifty and responsible 
burdensome. He who has given hostages 


’ to fortune, who has built up a business 


within the limits of a state, can not remove 
elsewhere without loss. He is therefore 
powerless to defend bimself against the 
buccaneer intrenched in the state capitol. 
He can only endure and make the best of 
it and be devoutly thankful if the legisla- 
ture adjourns without confiscating his 
property. 

THE thriftless, unscrupulous or grossly 
ignorant who constitute the majority of 
nearly all state legislatures join together 
to make war upon established interests 
wherever they find them and whatever 
they may happen to be. The railways are 
the main object of attack and, as a rule, 
the intention of anti-railway legislation 
is obvious. It is meant either to cause the 
assailed to corruptly purchase immunity 


_ or to gain cheap notoriety and popular ap- 


proval among an ignorant constituency 
which always approves of railway bait- 
ing. Business men seldom go to the leg- 
islature to seek relief from railway dis- 
criminations; they know better. 


LEGISLATORS who have never owned a 
dollar’s worth of stock in a corporation 
find it easy to levy increased corporation 
taxes; those who never purchase a bond 
are quite willing to lay heavy burdens on 
the bondholder; the man who has no hope 
of leaving anything to his family except 
a malodorous reputation gladly votes for 
an exorbitant inheritance tax. All along 
the line, wherever thrift or energy or fore- 
sight or intelligent effort shows itself, the 
average state legislator is ready to hurl a 
crippling law at it. 


Ir is the belief of the business man that 
there is too much law and too little jus- 
tice; too much tax-eating and too little 
encouragement for industry and _ enter-. 
prise. With reason he fears the increasing 
power of the demagogue in the legislature 
and his ruthless invasion and disregard of 
private rights. He would willingly see a 
last legislative act abolishing the legisla- 
ture or at least providing for sessions not 
oftener than once in five years. In munic- 
ipal affairs the influence of the business 
man has, in many instances, been sufficient 
to improve matters but as yet he has neg- 
lected state politics. It is time that an 
organized attempt was made by the re- 
sponsible element, the class which pays 
the taxes, to elect men of a higher type, 
or greater integrity and sounder sense and 
judgment than the average state legisla- 
tor of today, who is seldom better than a 
rough ignoramus and very often a clumsy 
grafter as well. 





Beneficial Rains in Kansas 


KANSAS City, Mo., April 25.—(Special 
Telegram. )—Heavy rains fell over a large 
part of the southwest Sunday and Mon- 
day, greatly improving the wheat crop 
outlook. The former slight complaint of 
dry weather has given way to most opti- 
mistic views in all quarters. The crop 
everywhere is in exceedingly desirable 
condition. 

R. E. STERLING. 





Henry Neill, secretary Millers’ Club, 
Madison, 8. D: No injury to crop by cold 
weather, though wheat is coming along 
rather slowly. Seeding all done and soil 
in excellent condition, except as tothe lack 
of heat. Wheat acreage is about same as 
last year; perhaps a slight increase. How- 
ever, there is more macaroni, which will 


reduce acreage of bread wheat. Seeding 
was done the earliest in years. Receipts 


of wheat are almost nothing. 





H. S. Comer, local manager G. C. Chris- 
tian & Co., Redfield, S. D: Wheat all in 
the ground and ten days to two weeks ear- 
lier than the average; first sown is up; 
has good root and splendid stand. The 
later sown is coming along nicely, the 
cool weather inducing good growth below 
the surface. Never have known the farm- 
ers so well pleased with the outlook at 
this stage of the wheat crop, 
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The Minneapolis flour output last week 
decreased 13,750 bbls. The quantity of flour 
turned out (week of April 11) was 182,200 
bbls, against 127,115 in 1904 and 168,535 in 
1903. This week even less capacity is in 
operation and the output may decline to 
150,000 bbls. A year ago the mills were 
running very lightly, the production -for 
the week corresponding to the present 
one being only 180,630 bbls. 

The week was a record breaker with 
Minneapolis mills for dull business. Re- 
gardless of the small output, less flour 
was sold. The heavy decline in wheat 
made buyers more than ever distrustful 
and loth to buy. They hardly know what 
to expect as to prices, and until the mar- 
ket becomes settled, will take even less 
flour than they have been doing. How- 
ever, the consensus of local opinion is that 
on the present basis, wheat can not be far 
from a legitimate value, and that trade is 
not unlikely to assume a healthy and fair- 
ly satisfactory character. Some export 
business is considered not impossible. 
One mill manager today stated that he 
had received a bid on patent almost close 
enough to accept. An encouraging fea- 
ture is that the Liverpool wheat market 
has been affected very little by the heavy 
drop in prices at Chicago and Minneapolis. 

No export sales were reported for the 
week. First clear is very dull and a 
shade lower. It was already low in price 
and the depreciation in wheat fell chiefly 
upon patent. 

Millfeed is 50c@%1 per ton higher for 
April shipment. 

Minneapolis and outside mills have re- 
duced prices of patent 35@40c during the 
week, and quotations of that grade are 
now within the range of $5(@5.25 per 196 
lbs in wood f.o.b. Minneapolis 

Eastern prices today (April 25) asked by 
Minneapolis and outside mills for patent 
in wood, were: Boston rate points, $5.95 
(06.05; New York rate points, $5.90@6; 
Philadelphia rate points, $5.85@5.95; Bal- 
timore rate points, $5.80(05.90; Albany 
rate points, $5.90@6; Utica, Syracuse, 
Hornellsville and Rochester rate points, 
$5.85(5.95. Buffalo and Pittsburg rate 
points, $5.75@5.85;: Ohio, lower peninsu- 
Ja of Michigan and Indiana, $5.75(@@5.85; 
upper peninsula of Michigan, in sacks, 
$5.45(¢5.55; Misseuri points, 5.35(@5.45; 
Wisconsin, Iowa and Ililnois, $5.50@5.60. 

Of the 22 Minneapolis mills, the follow- 
ing 1014 were in operation today(Tuesday) : 

Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill. 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., A 
C and E mills. 

Phoenix Mill Co., Phoenix mill. 

Pillsbury-Washburn Flour Mills Co., Ltd., B, 
Palisade and Anchor mills. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., C (half), Band D mills. 

The G. C. Christian will be started later in 
the week. 

REPORTS OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


Special reports from 41 outside north- 
western mills (outside of Minneapolis and 
Duluth) with a total daily capacity of 
32,150 bbls, show that in the week ended 
April 22, they made 113,040 bbls of flour 
(representing the consumption of approxi- 
mately 584,000 bus of wheat), against 109,- 
510: in the corresponding week of 1904. 
Foreign flour shipments in the same week 
were 2,015 bbls, against 6,510 a year ago. 

Extremely discouraging conditions con- 
tinue to prevail with ‘‘outside mills.”’ 
Last week was another bad one. Not 
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alone was there little new business done, 
but buyers who have flour coming to 
them, refuse to order it out. Not a few 
have the nerve to ask that they be allowed 
to make cancellations. Some millers say 
that they have experienced just as dead a: 
market in the past, but that it was not of 
so long a duration. 

Naturally the heavy shrinkage in wheat 
prices has made the situation even worse 
than it has been. The trade is at sea as to 
the basis on which the market will be- 
come settled, and for the time being both 
millers and buyers are loth to commit 
themselves as to quotations. 

One redeeming feature is a stronger feed 
market, prices being 50@75c a ton higher 
than a week ago. 

As to flour trade, the attached expres- 
sions from leading outside millers, though 
written not later than Saturday, best re- 
flect the adverse conditions with which 
they have to contend: 

‘It is difficult to pass any opinion on 
condition of trade this week. Wheat prices 
have fiuctuated so rapidly, culminating 
in a heavy decline, that buyers are unable 
to make up their minds what is coming 
next. Sales were few. No foreign busi- 
ness. Better demand for feed at 50c per 
ton advance.”’ : 

‘‘Decline in wheat has practically cut 
off new business. Difficult to get direc- 
tions on old orders, and buyers almost 
universally trying to crawl out of old con- 
tracts on some pretext or other. Foreign- 
ers show practically no interest. Feed 
very dull and quiet; prices firmer.”’ 

‘‘Can’t describe condition of trade. No 
foreign demand. Feed improved and 
prices somewhat higher.’’ 

‘*Flour slow. Hard to sell and prices 
badly cut.”’ 

‘*Business very 
small output.”’ 

‘*Very hard to sell flour; no demand. 
Good demand for feed.”’ 

‘“‘Domestic trade demoralized. We hear 
of prices 50c per bbl below what we could 
accept. Fair demand for feed.’’ 

‘Flour fair; feed dead since wheat de- 
cline.”’ 

‘*No trade—all dead. Fair demand for 
feed; prices up some.”’ 

‘*Home trade fair. A little more inquiry 
from abroad. Feed better.’’ 

‘“*Flour very dull. Good demand for 
feed.’’ 

‘*Business very quiet. Feed fair; prices 
low.”’ 

OUTSIDE MILLS REPORTING 
Minnesota— 

D. M. Baldwin, Jr., Minneapolis. 

Seymour Carter, Hastings. 

C. S. Christensen Co., Madelia. 

L. Christian & Co., Minneapolis. 

Eagle Roller Mill Co., New Ulm. 

Everett, Aughenbaugh & Co., Waseca. 

Fergus Flour Mills Co., Fergus Falls. 

Goodhue Mill Co., Cannon Falls. 

Gooding-Coxe Co., Minneapolis. 

M. T. Gunderson, Kenyon. 

Hubbard Milling Co., Mankato. 

W. J. Jennison Co., Minneapolis. 

La Grange Mills, Red Wing. 

Lanesboro Milling Co., Lanesboro. 

Lindstrom Mill Co., Lindstrom. 

Minnesota Flour Mill Co., Minneapolis. 

Montevideo Roller Mill Co.. Montevideo 

New Prague Flouring Mill Co., New Prague. 

New Ulm Roller Mill Co., New Ulm. 

James Quirk Milling Co., Minneapolis. 

Red Lake Falls Milling Co., Red Lake Falls. 

Rush City Roller Mills, Rush City 

Sheffield-King Milling Co., Minneapolis. 

Simmons Milling Co., Red Wing. 

Sleepy Eye Milling Co., Sleepy Eye. 

Geo. Tileston Milling Co., St. Cloud. 

Wabasha Roller Mill Co., Wabasha. 

Wells Flour Milling Co., Wells. 

Winnebago Flour Mills Co., Winnebago City, 
North Dakota— ‘ 

Elk Valley Mill Co., Larimore. 

La Moure Milling Co., La Moure. 

Lidgerwood Mill Co., Lidgerwood. 

Missouri Valley Milling Co., Mandan. 

Russell-Miller Milling Co., Grand Forks. 
South Dakota— 

Aberdeen Mill Co., Aberdeen. 

Geo. C. Christian & Co., Redfield. 

Excelsior Mill Co., Yankton. 

W. H. Stokes Milling Co., Watertown. 
Iowa— 

Fallgatter Bros., Marshalltown. 

Mystic Milling Co., Sioux City. 

Shannon & Mott Co.. Des Moines. 


quiet, merely taking 
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WHEAT CROP IN NORTHWEST 


The crop situation in the northwest js 
less favorable than a week ago, in that 
rain is needed, particularly in North Da- 
kota. Seeding has been finished in all the 
territory except the Red River Valley and 
in North Dakota, where perhaps 25 per 
cent yet remains to be done. Outside of 
the Red River Valley, winds and freezing 
weather have left the ground very dry 
and moisture is lacking to make the seed 
germinate. This is the case toan extent 
that causes considerable uneasiness jn 
the grain trade. Evenin the Red River 
country, more moisture would be wel- 
come. 

While in South Dakota and southern 


- Minnesota conditions have been considered 


very favorable, the weather has been too 
cold to permit growth, and in many 
places wheat seems to have not yet sprout- 
ed. However, the weather since Saturday 
has been much warmer, and the situation 
in this respect must have been greatly im- 
proved. i 

It is conceded that there will be a large 
increase in acreage of wheat in western 
North Dakota, at the expense largely of 
flax. The Van Dusen-Harrington Co. es- 
timates the increase over 1904 in the three 
states at 10 to 15 per cent. This company 
also places the increase in wheat acreave 
in Manitoba at 10 to 15 per cent, and in 
the Northwest Territories at 20 to 25 per 
cent. 

In Manitoba and the Northwest Terri- 
tories the week was a highly favorable one 
fon seeding. 


PLAYING THE BABY ACT 


The millers with flour sold are now hi) 
ing their troubles. With a decline dur: 
the week of some 13c per bu in the pi 
of spot wheat, equal to 60c per bbl on }) «t- 
ent flour, many buyers who have fic ir 
coming to them are ready to get oui of 


1) 


_ their contracts in any way possible. \j 


ers are already being asked to cance! ..d 
orders and to free buyers of the obligat' on 
to take flour due them. It is of supre:ne 
satisfaction to learn that there are mil'. :s 
who refuse to compromise and who ip. st 
upon buyers carrying out contra: s, 
whether they are good or bad. The mi’ cr 
has in good faith bought the wheat f; m 
which to make the flour and it is u; to 
the buyer to take the flour. Had the n 
ket advanced instead of declined, » 
course the buyer would expect his fi ir 
and he would get it. Some buyers seen. to 
think that the millers are simply a - 
venience; that it is the place of miller~ 0 
sell flour and allow buyers to either o1 ‘vr 
it out or cancel the contract, according is 
the wheat market goes and it is to the «1- 
vantage of the buyers todo. Though 
can not be said of all buyers, there are ' 
many of that stripe. The present tim: 
one when the miller should emphatica 
insist upon his rights and refuse to gr: 
concessions to those who have bought 
higher prices and now ‘fwant to play 

baby act. 


COUNTRY ELEVATORS 


In considering wheat supplies of ‘te 
northwest, a point often lost sight of 
that there are over 3,000-interior elevators 
tributary to Minneapolis. Frequent!) 
bulls cite the fact that country houses «re 
taking in only a few hundred bushce!s. 
They overlook the fact, possibly inten 
tionally, that even should each of these 
elevators take in only 500 bus during a 
week, it would represent a total of 1,500, 
000 bus. Few men comprehend the enor 
mous extent of the northwest, and when 
an attempt is made to arrive at exact sup 
plies, they have an undertaking that is 
impossible of accomplishment. Nowhvere 
in the world is there more elaborate ma 
chinery or more perfect facilities for arriy 
ing at exact conditions, than are available 
in the northwest, and yet most of the time 
the grain men are in a quandary as to how 
much grain there is actually in the cou 
try. 

SIOUX FALLS, 8. D.. MEETING 


Cere aun OS ~* 


L 


Henry Neill, secretary, gives notice that 
the South Dakota & Southwestern Miniic 
sota Millers’ Club will hold its anni 
meeting at the Cataract hotel in Sioux 
Falls, S. D., on May 10. It is to be calle 
to order at2 p.m. The meeting is to 
devoted wholly to business, and mill 
whether members or not, who are inter 
ed, are urged to be present. 

Secretary Neill has been appointed « 
member of the auxiliary committee 
the Millers’ National Federation to lo 
after those who will attend the mille 
convention at Kansas City, Mo., on Juve 
7,8, and 9. Mr. Neill appreciates the i! 
portance of having territory represent: :! 
by a good-sized and representative dele: ' 
tion, and a feature of his plan is to orga 
ize a party which would fill a charter |! 
car to run special from Sioux Falls. 


OUTPUT AND EXPORTS OF FLOUR 


The output and foreign shipments 
flour by Minneapolis, Duluth-Superi« 
and 46 important northwestern mills 0 
side of these centers, on the crop yea! 
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from Sept. 1, 1904, to April 15, 1905—are 
shown below in barrels: 
-——- Output——. —— Exports —— 
1904-5 1903-4 1904-5 1903-4 
Minneapolis 8,938,770 9,¢ 9,945 1,261,480 1,749,635 


Duluth - Su- 


perior .... 438,645 743,425 3,000 = 112,025 
46 outside 


mills.....-. 4,606,639 5,209,166 205,155 624,210 


Totals .... 13,984,054 15,542,536 1,469,635 2,485,870 
The 46 outside mills mentioned above have a 
total daily capacity of 33,875 bbls. 
WHEAT CONSUMPTION 


The attached table shows the output of 
flour and approximate consumption of 
wheat at Minneapolis and Duluth; also 
the output and consumption of wheat by 
46 ‘outside mills’’ with a daily capacity 
of 33,875 bbls, fer the crop year—from 
Sept. 1, 1904, to April 15, 1905—with com- 
parisons: 





-———-1904-5--———. _———-1903-4—- ——. 
Flour Wheat Flour Wheat 
Minne- bbls bus bbls bus 
apolis. 8,938,770 46,184,000 9,589,945 43,155,000 
Du! a 438,645 2,266,000 743,425 3,345,000 
46 o tside 
mills.. 4,606,639 23,801,000 5,209,166 23,441,000 


Totals 13,984,054 72,251,000 15,542,536 69,941,000 

I: will be observed from the above 
statement that on the present crop, the 
Minveapolis mills have made 651,175 bbls 
less of flour than in 1903-4; the Duluth 
mi!'s 304,780 bbls less; and outside mills, 
602..27 bbls less—a total decrease of 
1,55°.482 bbls. Allowing 44% bus of wheat 
tot! < barrel of flour on the 1903-4 crop, and 
5 bes and 10 lbs on the 1904-5 crop, the 
con mption of wheat is shown to have 
bec 2,810,000 bus larger this year than in 
190::-4 





LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


I. M. Baldwin, Jr., will arrive home 
frou the east tomorrow. 


Gorge C. Christian, who is now in Eu- 
rop-. is expected to sail for home about 
1 


Ma 


mes L. Bruie, for many years city 
salesman for the Phoenix Mill Co., is crit- 
icaliy ill, with his recovery doubtful. 


‘caders interested in the daily price of 
May and spot wheat in different markets, 
inc: uding Winnipeg, will find this inform- 
ativu in tabulated form on the market 
page in each issue of this paper. 

The wife of Gerton A. Gerard died Fri- 
day in Buffalo, N. Y., where Mr. Gerard 
is in the service of the Washburn-Crosby 
Co. Mrs. Gerard was a bride just a year 
ago. Interment will be made at Minne- 
apolis. 


Asa result of some of the Minneapolis 
milis having offered their flour at Mont- 
gomery, Minn., where the James Quirk 
Milling Co. has one of its mills, that com- 
pany is now pushing its flour in the Min- 
neapolis market. 

The storehouse of Sutley & Sons, Cam 
den, N. J., burned April 23. Loss reported 
at $150,000. The Simmons Milling Co. of 
Red Wing, Minn., has been selling flour to 
the firm, and telegraphed, offering to fill 
orders on a rush basis. 


Mrs. Emila Carter, mother of Seymour 
Carter, this morning died at the home of 
her son in Hastings, Minn., aged 75 years. 
Mrs. Carter had been in poor health for 
some time. Interment will be made at 
Quincy, Il., her former home. 


It is interesting to note that occasional- 
ly bakers at different points in the United 
States have observed more or less decrease 
in the consumption of bread on the pres- 
ent crop, and that they attribute it in part 
to the large use of potatoes and other 
cheap vegetables. 

\. Simpson, identified with the Winona 


(Minn.) Mill Co. in its day, and interested 
in the elevator business, died on Monday, 
aged about 72 years. He was a prominent 
business man of Winona. At his death he 


Was vice-president of the Winona & South 
Western railroad. 

\ common basis on which flour is sold 
by ills at interior points in Minnesota 
in straight or mixed car lots is: patent, 


*).405.50 per bbl in 98 and 49-lb sacks; 
Straight, $5.20@5.30; first clear, $4.40@4.50. 
For lots of less than one car, 20c per bbl is 


Usually added. For spot cash, a discount 
Oi “ec per bbl is made. 
North Dakota mill manager writes: 
lhe crop experts, who invaded North 
Dakota last summer, did more mischief 
thin the army worm, Hessian fly, chinch 
bu.s and rust combined. They made peo- 
ple crazy on prices and got everything 
al ve an export basis. Business is now 
decd in consequence.”’ 

‘on Saturday last at Los Angeles, Cal., 
Ovccrred the death of Harry A. Sowle, a 
young man well and favorably known to 
the urain trade of Minneapolis. He had 
bec. in poor health for a long time, and it 
Wa three years ago that he retired as a 
Menuber of the firm of L. T. Sowle & Sons. 
At! icted with weak lungs, he sought relief 
‘1 ‘ne mild climate of southern California, 
bur to no avail. He was 38 years of age 
anc is survived by a wife. 


The following is the schedule of ex- 
change rates commonly observed by Min- 
nesota country mills: For one bushel No. 
1 northern wheat, 32 lbs patent. and 12 lbs 
feed, or 34 lbs straight and 12 lbs feed, or 
35 Ibs patent without feed, or 37 lbs straight 
without feed. For No. 2 northern wheat, 
2 lbs less flour is given than for No. 1, and 
No. 3, 4 lbs less. For wheat weighing 53 
lbs per bu, 5]bs less flour is given than 
for No. 1, and for wheat weighing less 
than 53 lbs per bu, one pound less of flour 
is given on each pound in weight of wheat. 

Average prices of grain paid at country 
points in the northwest today (April 25) 
based on a freight rate of 17c per 100 lbs 
to Minneapolis on wheat, and 13c on coarse 
grain, were as follows, per bu: Wheat— 
No. 2 northern, 38c; No. 3, 72c; No. 4, 62c; 
rejected, 41@51, according to test weight. 
Flax—No. 1, $1.22; rejected, $1.17. Oats— 
No. 3 white, new, 29 lbs or more, 21¥c. 
Corn—No. 8 shelled, 34c. Barley—No. 1 
feed, new, 40 Ibs, 27c: No. 2 feed, 26c. 
Rye—new, No. 2, 56c; No. 3, 54c; rejected, 
48@52c. These quotations represent the 
prices received by farmers for grain at 
country points. 

Samuel S. Norman, a man with a large 
acquaintance among European importers, 
met with a tragic death in Minneapolis on 
Saturday evening. He was making his 
home at the Waverly hotel, and at about 
10 o’clock, mistook a door leading to the 
basement for one opening to the street, 
and fell down the stairway, some twelve 
feet. He wasa very large man, and in the 
fall sustained a fracture extending round 
the head. He was picked up and taken 
to a hospital, but never regained con- 
sciousness. The deceased was an English- 
man, and had had much experience in 
foreign trade in both flour and oil cake. 
For about two years he had been in the 
employ of the Daniels Linseed Oil Co. of 
Minneapolis, looking after its foreign bus- 
iness. A brother living at Rochester, N. 
Y., came to look after the body. 


MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 


Minneapolis September wheat closed to- 
day (Tuesday) at 83c. 

W. N. Jackson, miller, Grafton, N. D., 
a been spending a few days in Minneap- 
olis. 

George Graff, operating the mill at Ivan- 
hoe, Minn., was in Minneapolis on Thurs- 
day. His miller is Herman Speidel. 

W. B. Stevenson, manager of the Mis- 
souri Valley Milling Co., Mandan, N. D., 
was a visitor in Minneapolis yesterday 

H. G. Wolf, president of the Wolf Co., 
Chambersburg, Pa., made a brief visit 
to Minneapolis last week, to meet J. M. 
Allen, northwestern agent of the company. 

¥F. A. Grieve & Co., who operate the 70- 
bbl steam mill at Parker, S. D., have 
George C. Trull as head miller, William 
Cue, under miller; and O. Anderson, en- 
gineer. 

Edward Hammer, president of the Hills- 
boro Mill Co. of Hillsboro, Wis., was in 
the city two days last week looking up 
machinery with which to improve and en- 
large his mill. 

J. A. Van Liew reports -the project of 


_ building a mill at Devils Lake, N. D., as 


progressing favorably. It is expected that 
ground will be broken for it about the 
middle of May. 

L. D. White, secretary of the Beall Im- 
provements Co., Decatur, I]., has been in 
Minneapolis for several days in the inter- 
est of the wheat scourer which his com- 
pany manufactures and sells. 

The Washburn-Crosby Co. has given an 
order to the Prinz & Rau Mfg. Co., Mil- 
waukee, Wis., for 11 Perfection dust collec- 
tors, to be placed in its D (Minneapolis) 
mill. They are to be used on cleaners and 
purifiers. 


A. J. Munro, who has been head miller 
for the Winnebago Flour Mills Co., Win- 
nebago City, Minn., has gone to Morris, 
Minn., to take charge of the S. Stewart 
mill. George M. Morrison, who succeeds 
him at Winnebago City, assumes his new 
duties on May 1. 


The Pillsbury company has just re- 
ceived the first shipment, of an order for 
three full carloads of Perfection dust col- 
lectors from the Prinz & Rau Mfg. Co. 
This order, with what they already have, 
will fully equip the Pillsbury A, B and, 
Anchor mills with this dust collector. 


The Atlas mill at Brainerd, Minn., has 
changed hands. F. E. Cawley of Little 
Falls, becomes a half owner, while John 
Robinson and others take the other half. 
Mr. Robinson will be the head miller; Burt 
Alden, under miller; D. C. Neeley, mill- 
wright, and W. W. Dick, engineer. The 
mill is to be overhauled, and a rye and 
buckwheat outfit, as well as some clean- 
ing machinery, isto be added. Capacity, 
100 bbls. 


The Hillsboro (Wis.) Mill Co. has 
awarded a contract to C. H. Mobr, north- 
western manager of Sprout, Waldron & 
Co. for machinery with which to change 
its mill over to the sieve system. The or- 
der includes two sieve bolters, horizontal 
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long scourer, one Wilson dust collector, 
roll-exhaust fan with pipe connections to 
rolls, power connections and redressing 
ten pairs of rolls. With a capacity of 125 
bbls, this will be one of the most up-to- 
date mills in Wisconsin. 

Asa result of an investigation by the 
executive council of the State Federation 
of Labor, John Rogan, business agent of 
the Minneapolis plumbers’ union, has 
been requested to resign from the council. 
This action is practically final in the con- 
troversy between Rogan and A. E. Kell- 
ington, secretary of the International 
Union of Flour and Cereal Mill Employ- 
ees. Kellington, who was a delegate to 
the national convention of the American 
Federation in San Francisco’ last fall, 
charged that Rogan offered him $1,500 to 
use his influence in raising the mill boy- 
cott. 

John Swift, always prominently identi- 
fied with labor unions of Minneapolis, 
has this to say in a letter on the nominal 
boycott of certain Minneapolis mills: ‘‘I 
would ask the workingmen of Minneapo- 
lis if it is not a fact that the employees of 
the flouring mills in this city were paid 
better wages and accorded better treat- 
ment than in any similar mills in the 
country. I would ask if it is not a fact 
that the flour mills in this city granted 
the eight-hour day to their employees, 
with a few exceptions, and that they paid 
more wages for eight hours than mills in 
other cities were paying for twelve 
hours? These are facts.’’ 


WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 


Receipts of wheat by carloads, at Min- 
neapolis and Duluth on Monday and Tues- 
day of this week, were 269 against 227 on 
the same days last year. 

The stock of wheat in public elevators 
at Minneapolis last week decreased 566,000 
bus. This makes the stock 9,780,000 bus, 
against 12,052,000 a year ago, and 11,954,000 
in 1903. 

Minneapolis mills last week ground ap- 
proximately 925,000 bus of wheat. Re- 
ceipts (less shipments) were 119,000 bus, 
against 298,000, in the preceding week, 
445,500 in 1904, and 476,000 in 1903. 


Receipts of wheat at Minneapolis and 
Duluth for the week ended Saturday were 
648,000 bus, against 605,000 in 1904, and 
786,000 in 1903. Stocks in public elevators 
at the same points are 2,088,000 smaller 
than a year ago. 

During the week ending April 22, there 
were received at Minneapolis 572 cars of 
spring wheat. Following were the pre- 
centages of the different grades: No. 1 
northern, 17.31; No. 2 northern, 18.18; No. 
8, 18.88; No. 4, 29.55; rejected, 15.56; no 
grade, .52. The week previous the percen- 
tages were as follows: No. 1 northern, 
15.41; No. 2 northern, 18.22; No. 3, 22.30; 
No. 4, 27.26; rejected, 14.90; no grade, 1.91. 

It is interesting to note how receipts 
hold up at terminal markets, and this 
more than anything else has contributed 
to the vanguishment of the manipula- 
tors. At Minneapolis and Duluth last 
week receipts were 616,500 bus, or 43,000 
larger than in 1904. It is true that ship- 
ments were abnormally heavy at 498,000 
bus, but this movement was in part at- 
tributable to the forcing of wheat to Chi- 
cago on account of the attempted corner 
in that market. Considerable wheat 
bought to go to Chicago, was, after the 
collapse of the deal there, resold in Min- 
neapolis, No 1. going at May price. Man- 
agers of large elevator companies are at a 
loss to account for the comparatively 
heavy receipts at Minneapolis, as, accord- 
ing to their calculations, receipts should 
have dwindled to nothing long before 
this. It crops out occasionally that well- 
to-do farmers have held wheat which they 
were not suspected of possessing. Then 
independent elevators are now numerous 
in the northwest and their holdings are 
not easily ascertained. Those who have 
placed money upon the theory that on 
Jan. 1 the northwest was drained of wheat 
are at present not ina very pleasant frame 
of mind, to say the least. 


CEREALS AND FEED 


Millers making barley middlings might 
find it to their interest to send their names 
to this office. 


Season bran is nominally quotable at 
$17.75 per ton in 200-lb sacks f.o.b. Bos- 
ton. A week ago it was $17@17.10. 

Boston prices for May shipment are: 
Bran, $18.25 per ton in 200-lb sacks; stand- 
ard middlings, $18.50; red-dog, $28.75 in 
140-lb jute sacks. 

For May shipment, bran is held at $13.25 
per ton in 200-lb sacks f.o.b. Minne- 
apolis; standard middlings at $13.25@ 
13.50; and red-dog at $18.50@18.75 in 140-lb 
jute. 


It is the experience of some cereal mill- 
ers that trade in rye flour, cornmeal and 
other similar products, is slightly im- 
proved. Others report business -very 
quiet. But this is the time of year when 
a light trade is looked for. 
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The approximate price at which mills 
at interior points in Minnesota are selling 
millfeed in mixed cars with flour is $15@ 
15.25 for bran in 100-lb sacks and $15.50@ 
15.75 for shorts. When in 200-lb sacks, 50c 
per ton less is asked and when in bulk, 
$1.50 per ton less. 

Current prices of feed in mixed cars to 
points in Wisconsin, [llinois and Iowa, 
are delivered in 100-lb sacks: bran and 
shorts, $16.25@16.05; mixed feed, $19.25@ 
19.50; flour middlings, $19.25@19.50, per 
ton. Red-dog, in 140-lb sacks, $2121.25, 
and in 100-lb sacks, $21.25(@21.50. 

Some dealers say that screenings are 
weak and lower, while others report them 
in slightly better demand. The latter ex- 
plain that the market is unfavorable for 
the sale of sheep and that therefore feeders 
are buying more screenings with which to 
continue feeding their sheep for a while. 


TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 


Carriers seem to have been accepting 
what millfeed has recently been offered for 
export at practically the same rate through 
to foreign ports as charged for flour. In 
the past, steamship companies have usual- 
ly charged a premium for feed, owing to 
its bulky character. But this season they 
seem to be willing to make concessiors in 
order to tacilitate foreign business. 


Through rates on flour reported obtain- 
able via lake and rail from Minneapolis in 
cents per 100 lbs today April 25) were: To 
London, 23.50; Liverpool, 22.50; Glasgow, 
24.50; Amsterdam, 26.00; Rotterdam, 
25.00; Bristol, 27.50; Leith, 26.50; Copen- 
hagen, 29.50; Christiania, 29.50; Entwerp, 
25.50; Hamburg, 28.50; Hull, 34.56; New- 
castle, 34.56; Bremen, 28.50; Dublin, 28.00; 
Belfast, 28.00; Dundee, 32.50; Aberdeen, 
29.72; Manchester, 25.50; Southampton, 
81.75. 

The railroads are understood to be con- 
sidering the matter of changing the min- 
imum carload applying to flour and feed, 
from 24,000 to 30,000 Ibs, effective July 1. 
This would mean that where buyers in 
Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois and similar ter- 
ritory are now able to get flour from 
northwestern mills in carloads represent- 
ing 125 bbls, after the date named the 
minimum quantity constituting a carload 
would be 150 bbls. Millers feel that this 
would be serious handicap to their busi- 
ness and considerable opposition is being 
made to the proposition. 





CURRENT MAILS 


Arlington (Minv.) Milling Co: We ex- 
perienced some improvement in flour trade 
during the week; managed to book several 
good-sized orders for prompt shipment. 
Feeds continue dull, with prices lower. 
Movement of wheat is very light. We, 
however, look for receipts to pick up next 
month, as a good many large farmers who 
have been holding for higher prices, have 
become discouraged. 

J. A. Van Liew, Devils Lake, N. D: 
There will be a little wheat to market 
from this locality after seeding. The most 
of our No. 1 northern is being taken for 
seed. I know of very little in the country 
outside of seed requirements. Wheat seed- 
ing is well under way. Land is in good 
condition, though it is now becoming dry 
through this rolling country. 


H. P. Gallaher, manager Northwestern 
Consolidated Milling Co., Minneapolis: * 
Wheat is on the down grade and we sin- 
cerely hope it will soon reach a normal 
basis so that active trading will be possi- 
ble. Sales of patent for the week were 
moderate. Feed holds fairly firm and the 
demand seems to exceed the output. 

D. F. Chandler Milling Co., St. Charles, 
Minn: Flour is very dull. First clear is 
especially hard to move. Movement of 
wheat from farmers is very light; think 
it will continue so during remainder of 
this crop, as practically all our wheat 
has been marketed. Crop conditions are 
exceptionally favorable. 

H. J. Klingler & Co., Butler, Pa: The 
prospects for winter wheat were never bet- 
ter at this time, and still farmers won’t 
sell their surplus wheat from last crop. 
We have some late buckwheat demand and 
could still use some good milling buck- 
wheat, if prices were right. Demand for 
feed is better than for some time. 

H. C. Wing, Central Dakota Flouring 
Mill Co., Arlington, N. D: Local and do- 
mestic trade light. Some inquiry for east- 
ern shipment, but omly for actual needs. 
No foreign trade possible. Feed is easily 
disposed of. Wheat is seeded in good 
shape. There seems to be a small increase 
in acreage. 

Goodhue Mill Co., Cannon Falls, Minn: 
Flour continues very quiet. Nevertheless 
there is a good prospect for business when 
the May deal is settled. Crop conditions 
could not be improved. Seeding is about 
completed, under most favorable condi- 
tions, and the prospects are fine for the 
new crop. 

Lake Crystal (Minn.) Milling Co: Flour 
is dull. Feed trade is good. Crop pros- 
pects are excellent. 
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The third annual meeting of the Wis- 
consin State Millers’ Association was held 
in Milwaukee at the St. Charles hotel, 
Thursday, April 20. 

President Blodgett called the meeting to 
order at 10a. m. He spoke of the work 
the association had accomplished during 
the year and briefly outlined the value of 
state and local organizations. 

Following the roll call and the reading 
of the minutes of the last meeting, Secre- 
tary Lachmann read his report, which 
covered a period of two years, he having 
served during that time. At the time he 
was appointed to the office, the association 
had thirteen members, representing a 
daily capacity of 1,720 bbls. At the pres- 
ent time the association has twenty-five 
members with a total daily capacity of 
8,050 bbls. 

The annual dues, which were originally 
placed at $15 a year per unit of 100 bbls, 
had been reduced to $10a year. The in- 
come, on the present basis of membership, 
is $305 a year, $150 of this amount being 
paid to the Federation, leaving about 
$155 a year for current expenses. 

Owing to the absence of Henry Mul- 
berger, the treasurer, his report was not 
given, but the secretary said the finances 
of the association and the balance on hand 
were satisfactory. 

President Blodgett then named a com- 
mittee of three on nomination of officers 
which was requested to report at the after- 
noon session. The committee was com- 
posed of J. P. Horton, O. Esche and 
Charles Dodge. Adjournment was taken 
until 2 p. m. 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


_ The first business of the afternoon ses- 
sion was the report of the nominating 
committee, as follows: ‘‘Your commit- 
tee, to whom was referred the matter of 
nominating officers and directors for the 
ensuing year, beg leave to report as fol- 
lows: for president, John P. Dousman, 
De Pere: vice-president, H. H. Pagel, 
Stevens Point; treasurer, Henry Mulberg- 
er, Watertown; secretary, E. J. Lachmann, 
Neenah. These officers, with Frank 
Blodgett of Janesville, Charles Dodge of 
Wausau, S. R. Willy of Appleton and B. 
W. Davis of Galesville, complete the direc- 
torate.’’ 

The entire board of directors, with the 
officers, were chosen by acclamation. A 
vote of thanks was extended Secretary 
Lachmann for the able way in which he 
has looked after the affairs of the associa- 
tion. 

A subject that caused considerable dis- 
cussion, and is of interest to the millers 
of the state, pertains to the demurrage 
bill to establish a uniform car service and 
delayage charges in the state, the bill now 
being before the state legislature. M. H. 
Potter, secretary of the Wisconsin Grain 
Dealers’ Association, was called upon to 
tell what that association had attempted 
to do inthe way of certain amendments to 
the original bill introduced. E. J. Lach- 
mann was nominated a committee of one 
from the Wisconsin State Millers’ Associa- 
tion to confer with Mr. Potter and offer 
amendments to the bill in the interest of 
the Wisconsin millers and shippers. 

J. P. Dousman, being absent at the time 
of the election of officers, returned to the 
meeting and accepted the office as presi- 
dent. 

The schedule of package differentials, 
as established by the Federation at its last 
annual meeting, was adopted by the as- 
sociation. 

A letter was read by the secretary from 
L. T. Jamme of the Millers’ Federation, 
inquiring as to weights of various-sized 
sacks of flour as applying in the state of 
Wisconsin. This information was no doubt 
asked for in order to obtain the weights in 
different states. In Wisconsin, as in other 
northern states, -eights hold 24% Ibs. 
During the discussion upon this subject 
one miller said he had received a request 
for flour sold in Chicago bulk basis to be 
placed in sacks of 24 lbs, which unques- 
tionably would be unlawful. 

The new trade-mark laws wére read to 
the members and the work the Federation 
has been doing in this regard was favora- 
bly commented on. 

Charles Espenschied of St. Louis, presi- 
dent of the Federation, was then present- 
ed. He outlined, in a general way, the ob- 
ject of the new sales slip, as it is generally 
termed. It is noticeable that the millers 
are gradually working towards a closer 
cash basis and a motion was made and 
carried that the association heartily ap- 
proved of the sales slip of the Federation. 

The interior millers, who have more or 
less trade in connection with millfeeds, 
have found that the cost of sacks when 
sold with feed is a practice that has been 
much abused. Buyers borrow sacks in 
order to transport feed purchased in bulk 
and fail to return them. A committee of 
three was named to confer with millers 
and all shippers of millstuff and grain, 
with a view to securing uniformity in the 
practice of quoting feed in sacks, sacks in- 





THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 





WISCONSIN MILLERS’ MEETING 


cluded. This committee is composed of 
R. E. York, Charles Dodge and S. R. 
Willy. They are to take up this subject at 
once and py what they have accom- 
plished, at the next meeting. 

A bill is before the local assembly with 
regard to buckwheat flour. It requires 
that the flour must be absolutely pure 
but, if adulterated, the sacks must be 
branded to show the exact proportions of 
by-products. 

The next quarterly meeting of the asso- 
ciation, which will be held in June, will, 
no doubt, be at Milwaukee. The president 
and secretary were instructed to name date 
and place. Adjournment was then taken. 


THE DINNER 


In the evening, thirty-six millers, grain 
men, and those closely allied with the 
trade, sat down at the dinner table, which 
was attractively arranged in the breakfast 
room of the St. Charles hotel. The table 
was in the form of a U. At the head sat 
the toastmaster, J. P. Dousman, Charles 
Espenschied, president of the Federation, 
M. H. Potter, secretary of the Wisconsin 
Grain Dealers’ Association and the officers 
of the Wisconsin State Millers’ Association. 

A programme had been arranged which 
included impromptu speeches on various 
subjects. The toastmaster responded to 
the toast ‘‘Short talk on the Association.”’ 

Charles Espenschied told of ‘‘The Differ- 
ence in Profits between being President of 
the Federation and being a Miller.” 
Frank H. Blodgett of Janesville was as- 
signed the subject, ‘‘Rye Flour, Rye Meal 
and Just Plain Rye.”’ 

While the dinner of the Wisconsin State 
Millers’ Association was under way the 
Ohio State Millers’ Association was en- 
joying a similar affair at Springfield, Ohio, 
so a telegram was sent by the Wisconsin 
millers to John W. Burk, president of the 
Ohio association. It read as follows: 
‘‘Wisconsin millers send greetings. In 
session now at banquet and having a good 
time. We hope you have voted to join Fed- 
eration, as we did long aygo.”’ 

E. J. Lachmann of Neenah then told 
‘*How to Run a Mill andan Association.”’ 
John P. Horton of Grand Rapids was 
slated to tell ‘‘How I Make 104 per cent 
Patent and Then Have Some Left,’ but 
he gave away no secrets. Walter Stern of 
Milwaukee responded to the toast of ‘‘Why 
Carrie Nation could not run a Rye Mill,”’ 
in a very amusing way. Others offered 
brief responses when called upon, and it 
was near mid-night when the programme 
was completed. 


THOSE PRESENT 


Names of those follow: H. M. Giles, 
Chicago, Ill; O. Esche, Manawa, Wis; O. 
E. Constans, Minneapolis, Minn; E. H. 
Rossier, Plover, Wis; George K. Gibson, 
Minneapolis, Minn; W. T. Ebeling, Green 
Bay, Wis; Frank H. Blodgett, Janesville, 
Wis; E. J. Lachmann, Neenah, Wis; John 
P. Dousman, De Pere, Wis; Charles Es- 

enschied, St. Louis, Mo; H. H. Pagel, 
Stevens Point, Wis; C. Dodge, Wausau, 
Wis; C. H. Challen, Chicago, II]; J. P. 
Horton, Grand Rapids, Wis; Charles Mul- 
berger, Watertown, Wis; Frank G. Clark, 
Chicago, Ill; R. E. Wright, Minneapolis, 
Minn; Charles H. Meyer, Chicago, I11; J. 
E. Schwab, Manitowoc, Wis; S. R. Willy, 
Appleton, Wis; Charles Gruhle, Mani- 
towoc, Wis; Ben W. Davis, Galesville, Wis; 
R. E. York, Portage, Wis; George McCon- 
nell, Minneapolis, Minn; and W. L. Fin- 
ton, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Those present from Milwaukee were: P. 
P. Donahue, M. H. Potter, B. G. Ells- 
worth, Herman Deutsch, Walter Stern, 
John Fraser, M. G. Rankin, A. W. Friese, 
George A. Schroeder, F. Prinz and George 


E. Manschot. 
C. H. CHALLEN. 


Buffalo 


Special Correspondence 


What was considered a fairly good in- 
dication of an increased trade in flour de- 
veloped about the middle of the week, 
much to the surprise of millers. On 
Thursday buyers tried to crawl out and 
today it seems almost impossible to give 
flour away. The decline has been too se- 
vere to warrant the expectancy of any 
new business and millers are not looking 
for it, although buyers all along the line 
told of the many thousand barrels they 
were ready to purchase when May wheat 
should strike the dollar mark. Local 
trade was quite active at one time last 
week but now the small retailer will de- 
mand a return of the 25c reduction made 
Saturday or there will be trouble. 

The market for feed is decidedly uncer- 
tain and there is little doubt of the unset- 
tled condition in so far as prices are con- 
cerned. A few millers report a fair de- 
mand for heavy feeds, while others have 
all kinds to offer and can find no buyers. 

Regular dealers say there is an active 
inquiry for small lots for quick shipment, 









and they find no difficulty in getting a 
premium for spot stuff. 

Considerable business has been done for 
shipment on the first steamers out of Du- 
luth, but the general opinion is that it 
will not reach buyers’ hands much before 
the end of May. In the meantime there 
will be a good demand for small lots and 
millers are not worrying over the situa- 
tion. 

Hominy is cheaper than cornmeal and 
is well sold up, while the latter is slow. 
Gluten is easier and offerings are light. 


NOTES 


The first steamer from Duluth with 
package freight will be the Duluth, due 
ere Wednesday morning. The bulk of 
the flour is consigned to the Pillsbury- 
Washburn agents here. 

A year ago sacked spring bran was sell- 
ing in Buffalo at $20.50, against $17.50 to- 
day, and trade was fairly active. Corn- 
meal is quoted at about the same price as 


last year, while oilmeal is $5 per ton high- ‘ 


er. Altogether it has been a very unsatis- 
factory year for feeds of every descrip- 
tion. 

Stocks of grain here have decreased as 
follows: wheat, 310,000; oats, 70,250; bar- 
ley, 196,000; rye, 24,000. Receipts last 
week were three cargoes of corn, which 
arrived in good condition and would have 
been on the way to New York if tugs 
could have been obtained to shift them to 
elevators. 

So far nothing has been done in canal 
rates and there is little expectation of 
getting much grain before the end of the 
week. The rates on wheat will open at 
about 41¢¢ to New York, although 4c is 
now considered afair price. Rail rates 
on corn are lower this year and the differ- 
ence between wheat and corn by canal 
will be much wider than usual. There is 
a liberal supply of boats here waiting for 
loads, although the canal does not open 
until May-4. 

Joseph B. Martin, one of the foremost 
citizens of Silver Creek, N. Y., died at 
the Buffalo General hospital last week. 
A yearago Mr. Martin suffered a slight 
stroke of paralysis and this was followed 
by an affliction which necessitated an 
operation. He was identified with the 
business of manufacturing milling ma- 
chinery and was recognized as an expert 
in his line. He was a generous, genial 
man and had hosts of friends in all the 
large milling centers. 

E. BANGASSER. 

Buffalo, N. Y., April 24. 


Head of the Lakes 


DWIGHT E. WOODBRIDGE, Agent 
416 Providence Bldg., Duluth, Minn. 


Special Correspondence 


Only one mill ran last week, and in the 
five days of operation it turned out only 
5,000 bbls, which was in contrast with 
none the week before and 6,400 in 1904. 
The Duluth-Superior started up one mill 
Monday and the Universal is likely to run 
this week, so the output will be larger. 
Flour trade was a repetition of the previ- 
ous week’s. Dealers showed the same 
lack of interest they have displayed dur- 
ing the last few months and nobody seems 
hungry for flour. 

The condition of the wheat market 
caused all buyers to withdraw, and what 
bookings were made were of scattered lots 
to keep up assortments. Asking prices 
have been dropped about 35c a bb! but this 
does not bring any revival, as they are 
liable to show a further drop shortly. 


NOTES 


The Duluth Universal mill has a base 
ball nine, and it is doing good work these 
spring days. Last Sunday it won two 
games, one 15 to 4 and the second 15 to 3. 

The steamer Victory, which has been 
cut in two and lengthened 72 feet this 
winter at Superior, has been floated and 
loaded for the first trip down lakes. Her 
consort, the Constitution, is nearly ready 
to leave. The cost of lengthening these 
two ships has been about $90,000. 

The first ship of the Northwest Trans- 
portation Co., the Huronic, left Sarnia 
for Duluth Wednesday last week, and in- 
augurated that service. The passenger 
ships of the Anchor Line will be along in 
afew days. The Northern Steamship ex- 
press passenger ships -will not be running 
for a month and more. 

The difference existing between the sell- 
ers and buyers of 500,000 bus of No. 1 
northern wheat here, to be shipped to 
Minneapolis as noted last week, has been 
settled out of court. It is suggested by the 
governor of the state, who was called into 
conference, that Minneapolis and Duluth 
members of the board of appeals sit al- 
ternately in the two cities to hear and de- 
cide cases appealed from inspection, but 
there are obstacles in the way of sucha 
course, and it may not be attempted. 

The few ships that shoved through the 
ice at the eastern end of Lake Superior 
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and reached this port early last week were 
the only ones till now, for the ice closeq 
in again and soon 100 ships were Waiting 
there to get through for Duluth. Finally 
on Sunday, a passage was once more 
forced and the collection released, so that 
some of them began to arrive at the Head 
of the Lakes Monday afternoon and there 
isa well-grounded hope that there wil] 
be no further difficulty from ice around 
the Sault. 

A cargo of 82,000 bus of wheat was tak- 
en from Duluth to Chicago on the St. 
Lawrence ship A. D. Davidson last week 
and another of 99,000 was loaded on the 
Scranton, but this last did not leave the 
harbor for a day or two, and on account 


-of the changed situation with reference 


to the demand for cash contract wheat 
there to fill sales made the cornerers, may 
be diverted to Buffalo. There does not 
seem to be any need of stuff to fill sales 
made to the Gates party there now, for 
the corner seems very effectually busted. 

J. H. Barnes came back from Winnipeg 
a few days ago and reports that seeding is 
well along all through the Canadian 
northwest, especially the far west, that 
the conditions there are excellent and now 
the Chicago corner is ended and things 
have swung back to an_ equilibrium 
again, there is opportunity to export 
wheat, not only from the Canadian north- 
west, but from Duluth. He also thinks 
the flour market is in such shape that 
flour exports ought to be good shortly. 
He expects to make export wheat sales be- 
fore long. Mr. Barnes says there is al- 
most no wheat sold here for early ship- 
ment east, but this condition can not last. 


Dwieut E. WoopsrRipce. 
Duluth, Minn., April 25. 


COMMUNICATION 


NEw YorK, April 17, 1905 
Editor Northwestern Miller: 

Dear Sir: You will probably bave 
heard, or will hear within a short time, that 
our company (the Alsop Flour Process 
Ltd.) has been attacked by a Chemical 
Process Co. in England and we think ihe 
large number of your subscribers in Fig- 
land and the Continent would be interes 
ed in knowing the motives behind the 
suit. 

About a year ago, or, to be exact, in 
February, 1904, a Canadian syndicate, 
headed by a man who had at various 
times been employed by different milling 
firms in St. Louis, New York, etc., as 
flour salesman in the West Indies, and !cft 
(?) his different positions for reasons best 
known tothe milling firms, appeared in 
Liverpool, England, and with his flow of 
language, for which he is noted, drew a 
beautiful picture of the advantages of 
combines, toa select audience among them 
being the owners of different ancient ‘e- 
vices, supposed by those owners to have 
more or less value, as flour bleachers. ‘lie 
immediate result of this confidential con- 
ference was an attack on the Alsop patents 
in the English courts, and a suggestion 
before the case came for trial, that the .\1- 
sop people join the combine, as much highi- 
er prices could then be obtained, this was 
possibly true, but the owners of the Alsop 
patent, believing their best interests lay 
in minding their own business, and only 
wishing a fair return on the money, time 
and energy expended in perfecting their 
process, refused to listen to any ‘‘trust” 
proposition, fought the action, and secured 
their patents. This for the time being 
squelched, the ‘‘trust’’? idea and the Ca- 
nadian syndicate sailed for home. ‘lhe 
next move made was to threaten, by per- 
sonal letter (we have such letter in our 
possession), any miller adopting the Alsop 
process, as it infringed an old chemical 
process. This not being believed by millers, 
asthe Alsop process is absolutely nou- 
chemical, they kept on installing and us 
ing the Alsop apparatus. 

No infringement suits followed, and 
we call special attention to the fact, that 
although nearly 400 millers in the United 
States are using the Alsop process, no in- 
fringement suit has been started against 
any of them by the owners of the chemiic- 
al process, although they have United 
States patents. The latest phase of ‘lie 
fight is a suit to revoke the British Alsop 
patents; of course we are ready for thei), 
and only hope the case will come speedily 
to trial. 

Would it not be a pretty plan of tlie 
originators of the combine to domin:ie 
through their ‘‘trust’’ the Alsop patents 
in Great Britain, and thus keep any of 
their competitors from using this latest 
and greatest acquisition to the milliug 
industry? We ask the careful attention of 
millers to this suggestion. 

Very truly yours, 
- R. A. WATSON 
Director Alsop Flour Process L'il. 


William Tennant, Fargo (N. D.) Rolicr 
Mill Co: Nothing doing in either eastern 
or foreign markets. Feed demand is lig!it 
at lower prices. Wheat movement 1i!. 
Seed is going into ground in good shap.: 
about three-quarters of the wheat has bev! 
done in this locality. 
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Tic flour output of the local mills last 
week was 17,800 bbls, compared with 8,000 
last year, 12,450 in 1903, and 27,900 in 1902. 

Tie feature of the flour trade, if it may 
be called such, is the one which has been 
so characteristic of it for many weeks— 
duliuess. It would be difficult for the 
most rabid pessimist to imagine anything 
more devoid of activity than the market 
has been for the last month, and the vol- 


ume of the business which the trade re- 
ports is so small as to be utterly insignifi- 
cant. 


The shadow over the flour market has 
been the May wheat deal, which has stayed 
the operations of the millers and has 
caused the buyers to lie back and await 
the final termination of the attempted 
corner. Whether or not it has come, is 
now a matter of conjecture. The tremen- 
dous drop in the price of the May wheat 
which was registered on the local exchange 
on last Saturday, came of course too late 
to have any effect on the prices of flour or 
the conditions in the trade so far as they 
applied to last week. 

The opinions among the various flour 
men in the city were as many as the num- 
ber of the men interviewed. Some of them 
believed that the slump in wheat marked 
the end of the May deal, while others 
thought that there would continue to be 
manipulation, and consequent uncertain- 
ties, till the time for the delivery of the 
wheat had actually passed, and that this 
uncertainty would, as it has done in the 
past, deter prospective flour buyers from 
entering into any contracts. 

There were others who were of the belief 
that the end of the May. deal, if it had 
come, meant that there would be simply a 
transfer of the operations to the July op- 
tion, and those who had felt that with 
May out of the way there would be a re- 
turn to more legitimate conditions, would 
be doomed to disappointment. 

Among the great majority of the trade, 
however, there was an undercurrent’ of 
hope that there would be a betterment in 
the trade. If the May wheat will only hold 
steady at the present prices, and not con- 
tinue to show sharp fluctuations, it is ar- 
xued that the jobbers and wholesalers of 
flour will begin to stock up, as the desid- 
eratum is not so much a lower price for 
the flour, as it is to find a basis upon 
Which operations looking to the future 
ri be predicated with some degree of cer- 
atnty. 

The stocks of flour now in the hands of 
the jobbers, and the wholesalers, are per- 
haps the lowest in the history of the trade. 
It would be next to impossible to have 
them any lower, and do any business at 
4', as a further reduction of them would 
Mean a minus quantity, which does not 
e\ist In actual life. There are, of course, 
iiany of the heavy jobbers who are taking 
ont flour on old contracts, but when these 
contracts expire, they are content to buy 


» they feel the immediate needs of their . 


own customers will dictate. 
Prices have been reduced on the average 
out 20e, but this has had no effect in in- 
‘cing the buyers to take hold. It is 
robable that none of the mills would have 
‘ood upon the mere question of price this 
ist week, as some of the brokers report 
dat the interior millers were constantly 
‘tering flour under the regularly quoted 
price, the one thing that was desired, 
‘emingly, being to move the flour. 


CHARLES H. CHALKEN 

| % MANAGER ®& | 
11116: ROYAL: INSURANCE-BLG 
CHICAGO-ILL. U.S.A. 
CABLE-ADDRESS * PALMKING” 














With the collapse of the May deal, if it 
has come, and the consequent lowering of 
the price of the cash wheat, the millers 
who had hedges can afford to reduce the 
prices of their flour still more, and it ap- 
pears probable that they will. If this does 
not bring out bids for flour from the buy- 
ers, it is difficult to say what will. 


COLLAPSE OF THE WHEAT DEAL 


The bottom seems to have dropped out 
of the May wheat option. The market 
closed the last week at $1, a net decline 
for the week of 14!4c, and of 10c as com- 
pared with the close of Thursday. The 
scenes in the pit during the session Satur- 
day were the wildest that the local ex- 
change has witnessed for many months. 
The fact that the price went off so sharp- 
ly, and that there seemed to be no effort 
on the part of those who popularly were 
supposed to be behind the deal to start 
the drop, indicated that at last the inter- 
ests involved had consented to accept the 
inévitable, and retire from under the load 
as gracefully as possible. 

That there were losses taken seems to 
be certain, but the wild estimates of mil- 
lions dropped in those few hours of excite- 
ment, are estimates pure and simple, as 
the handlers of the deal were not publish- 
ing their position, with reference to it, 
from the housetops. It might as well be 
called $4,000,000 as $2,000,000. Hither may 
be right, or both may be wrong. The 
simple fact, and the one which was of 
vital interest to the trade, was that the 
deal had apparently been concluded, and 
that the trading from that time on would 
be upon a more certain basis. 

It seems likely that there were many 
private settlements in this option before 
the crash came. There were rumors of 
this all week, and the reports were to the 
effect that the big eastern speculator, who 
was supposed to be the one who had en- 
gineered the transaction till it became 
such a menace to the shorts, had made 
arrangements with the big fellows on the 
other side and had retired. 

The longs were not the only ones who 
were compelled to take losses. The pecu- 
liar feature of the situation was that the 
very men who were instrumental in shak- 
ing the longs out of the position in which 
only a week prior they had seemed to be 
so strongly intrenched, and who had load- 
ed up with the cash wheat in the expecta- 
tion of loading it on the longs when the 
time came, were caught in the whirlpool, 
and saw the price of the wheat rapidly 
receding, down below the point at which 
they had secured their cash wheat. 

In spite of the fact that every selling 
effort but served to lower the price still 
more, these cash holders were compelled 
to become sellers in order to stop the losses 
which they feared might come if the big 
loads they carried were not disposed of. 

The tremendous liquidation in the pit 
on Saturday, together with the liquida- 
tion on the other days of the week, and 
the private settlements which undoubted- 
ly were made, are believed to have dis- 
posed of the bulk of the long holdings. 
On that day alone more than 5,000,000 bus 
were unloaded. If the surmise is true, 
the May option, for the comparatively 
short time in which it has to run, should 
have little of panic-creating properties 
in it. 

It was a remarkable thing that while 
the May wheat was receiving such a blow, 
there was comparatively little change in 


_ either the July or the September deliver- 


ies. The former lost only °c, while the 
latter declined 44@%gc. The support which 
was given to the July, came from the 
same source which had created all the 
bearish sentiment in May, the ones who 
were assumed to be the leaders of the bear 
faction in that option. 

This leads many in the trade to the be- 
lief that the May deal was given its quiet- 
us in order to make way for the new plan 
which is thought to be hatching, in the 
July option. As compared with the cash 
wheat, the July option is at a heavy dis- 
count, and there must be an adjustment 
in these values before that delivery day is 
at band. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 
S. W. Tredway, who has been for some 
time with the Winnebago City (Minn.) 
Flour Mills Co., has given up his position 
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and will, after May 1, be located in Chica- 
go, with an advertising agency. 

The National Grain Dealers’ Association 
will hold its annual convention at Niagara 
Falls, N. Y., in June. A delegation will 
be sent from the local Board of Trade. 

O. C. Ford, formerly engaged in the 
milling business in Janesville, Wis., and 
later located in Chicago, as well as in In- 
dianapolis, is again in Chicago. He ex- 
pects to make this city his future home. 

W. W. Remington of the Winnebago City 
(Minn.) Flour Mills Co., who has been 
east, was in Chicago a few hours Friday 
on his way home. He spoke of trade being 
dull. As regards stocks of flour, he 
thought Philadelphia buyers had larger 
supplies than buyers in other markets. 

C. H. Chenot, who was for fifteen years 
engaged in the flour business in Chicago, 
but of late years a travelling salesman for 
spring wheat mills, was in Caicexo Satur- 
day. He makes his home in Cleveland, 
Ohio, and travels the central and eastern 
states for Seymour Carter of Hastings, 
Minn., with whom he has been for two 
years. Mr. Chenot said Saturday that he 
did not think stocks of flour in the central 
states are as large as they were a month 
ago. Some of the buyers, he said, who 
have flour purchased but not ordered out, 
at prices above those now current, are try- 
ing to get out of their contracts. 

Charles E. Oliver of the Oliver Flour Co. 
has been granted a patent on a grain con- 
ditioner. Claim 2 reads: In a machine 
for conditioning grain, the combination 
of a frame, a horizontal shaft mounted to 
rotate in said frame, a conical conveyer 
mounted on theshaft: atrough containing 
water provided with an inclined bottom; 
the conveyer partly immersed in water and 
fitting close to inclined bottom; a conical 
screen secured to shaft at the discharge 
end of conveyer; a second horizontal shaft 
mounted to rotate in frame below the first- 
named shaft; a semicylindrical trough se- 
cured below and concentric with second- 
named shaft; a conveyer secured to the 
second-named shaft arranged to convey 
grain in said trough; a chute for convey- 
ing the grain from the discharging end of 
the conical screen to the trough; a steam 
pipe below said trough for heating the 
same; a gear mounted on the first-named 
shaft meshing with a gear mounted on the 
second-named shaft; a fan for causing an 
air current through the conveyer trough 
and conical screen, a belt connection be- 
tween the second-named shaft to the fan 
shaft and means for rotating the shafts. 


C. H. CHALLEN. 





Milwaukee 


A. W. FRIESE, Agent, 24 Sentinel Building 
Special Correspondence 


Flour was irregular during the week, 
opening firmer and advancing 5c to the 
basis of $6 for hard spring patents in 
wood, in sympathy with wheat, but later 
falling back 20c and closing weak at $5.80, 
under the influence of the pronounced 
weakness, dissolution of the May deal, and 
fine weather for the crops. With the fluc- 
tuations in values, there was no improve- 
ment in the business booked or in the 
volume of shipping directions and at the 
end of the week there were no signs of 
better times for the milling industry. The 
sharp break in wheat which came on 
Thursday and Saturday had the effect of 
making buyers even more cautious than 
they have been during the last two 
months, and bids were so far below the 
views of sellers that business was out of 
the question. 

Rye flour broke 10c under the influence 
of the sharp decline in grain, but the 
lower prices did not tend to bring outa 
larger volume of business, though the 
shipping directions came in with a fair 
degree of freedom. Fancy brands in wood 
closed at $4.10 and standard at #4. 

In spite of the dullness experienced in 
business, Milwaukee millers increased 
their output again, though only two ran 
fulltime. The total for the week was 28,- 
650 bbls, against 22,710 the preceding week, 
17,150 last year, 23,700 in 1903, and 31,350 
in 1902. 

The heavy break which came in May 
wheat Saturday wasa source of relief to 
millers who hedged in that option against 
their holdings of wheat grain for milling. 
During the last two months the call for 
margins kept millers on the griddle, ac- 
cording to their own confessions, and the 
down-turn which brought prices from 
$1.21 to 98!¢c enabled some of them to 
secure release from the thralldom of the 
clique. 

The demand for millfeed showed more 
animation than for some time past and 
prices rallied from the extreme depression 
noted the preceding week, partially in- 
fluenced by the falling off in offerings 
since northwestern mills reduced their 
output. Business was not extraordinarily 
active, but the dullness so apparent the 
early part of the month was replaced by 
a show of animation, indicating that buy- 
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ers believe prices are sufficiently low for 
the present. 

Only one Milwaukee miller did any 
wheat buying of consequence during the 
week, but on Thursday the market was 
absolutely flat and everything carried 
over. There Were only moderately good 
offerings of good milling grades of spring 
and winter, but even the decline in prices 
did not move them any too readily, and 
the ordinary and inferior grain did not 
sell at all except where prices were shaved 
to a low level. 

Rye declined again, though not precipi- 
tately, but a lower range of values did not 
induce buyers to euter the market with 
any degree of confidence, and the bulk of 
the offerings were carried over unsold 
from day today. Medium and low grades 
were neglected, and accumulations showed 
an increase. The fine condition of the 
crop in this state and large stocks carried 
by all classes of buyers were the weaken- 
ing features of the week, and receipts in- 
creased instead of falling off. 

Wheat and corn futures showed a great 
deal of activity at the lower range of 
prices which obtained in wheat, which 
became demoralized as the week pro- 
gressed, culminating in a disastrous slide 
in values on Saturday. Several large lines 
of shorts were closed out and limits on 
long stuff were reached by the pronounced 
slump in the May. Corn was relatively 
steady and business was on a larger scale 
than the week previous, particularly in 
the July. 

NOTES 


The Atlas mills were operated full time 
last week for seven days. 

E. W. Shields of Kansas City was in Mil- 
waukee last week and spent two days on 
*change. 

A. W. Goetz of Minneapolis was in Mil- 
waukee on Saturday visiting friends on 
*change. 

Louis P. White and Charles W. Leland 
contemplate returning to Chicago and con- 
tinuing in the grain business there. 

The Reliance mill shut down Friday to 
complete some minor repairs to the ma- 
chinery and did not start up on Saturday. 

The Daisy mills started up on Thursday 
morning after being down for ten days 
while repairs were made, and were run 
full time. 

President Charles Espenschied of the 
Millers’ National Federation, who was in 
Milwaukee on Thursday to attend the an- 
nual meeting and banquet of the Wiscon- 
sin State Millers’ Association, had an ex- 
tended interview with E. P. Bacon relative 
to railway rate matters. 

An inspection of terminals and available 
locations for carferry ships along the Me- 
nomonee river was made on Friday by 
Pere Marquette officials and representa- 
tives of the Milwaukee road. The docks 
on the Kinnickinnic river are not located 
satisfactorily, much time being lost in 
switching which might be obviated if they 
were nearer to the terminals of the roads, 
and it was reported on Saturday that a 
contract had been closed for a slip in the 
Menomonee river. 

‘*T feel like a new man,’’ exclaimed a 
Milwaukee miller on Thursday when the 
break in May wheat was in full swing and 
prices receded from $1.14 to $1.08!g. **The 
reason for this rejuvenation is that I had 
all my wheat hedged against in May 
and had to margin it up to $1.21.’’ When 
the market broke to 99c for May wheat on 
Saturday the same miller said he had or- 
dered all his short May wheat to be tak- 
en in at every half cent decline. Two oth- 
er members of the local milling communi- 
ty made similar confessions. 

The first bulletin issued by the Wiscon- 
sin bureau of agriculture relative to the 
crops in this state, says they are generally 
promising, with an abundance of moisture 
and winter grain asa rule is in excellent 
condition. While the weather in February 
was very cold, the damage to the winter 
crops was not of much consequence as the 
ground was well covered with snow. Win- 
ter wheat, rye, clover and grasses came 
through the winter in much better shape 
than usual. Farming operations have so 
far progressed rapidly, and in the southern 
sections of the state the spring seeding is 
more than half finished. In the northern 
sections the soil is generally in good con- 
dition and favorable for the rapid progress 


of seeding. 
A. W. FRIESE. 
Milwaukee, Wis., April 24. 


? 


Crops in the Northwest 
The Van Dusen-Harrington Co.  esti- 
mates the increase in wheat acreage, not 
only in Minnesota and the two Dakotas, 
but also in Manitoba and the Northwest 
Territories in Canada, at 10 to 15 per cent 
over last year. 





M. T. Gunderson, Kenyon, Minn: Prac- 
tically no demand for flour. Have run on- 
ly half time. Very little wheat being mar- 
keted; farmers are all busy in fields. The 
wheat acreage is being increased about 10 
per cent over last year, 
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Owing to the demoralized condition of 
the wheat market, which showed sucha 
heavy decline, it was almost impossible to 
sell flour at any reasonable price. It was 
only natural that buyers, with this state 
of affairs in existence, should keep out of 
the market as much as possible. It is 
thought, however, now wheat is getting 
down toa reasonable basis, that buyers 
will we more willing to take hold, but 
the market will have to steady itse]f before 
much improvement will be seen. In spite 
of these conditions, millers were not dis- 
posed to reduce prices and only slightly 
lower prices are being quoted. 

The trade in the south seems to be quite 
heavily stocked with flour and now that 
the market is declining, instructions are 
being received, when it is possible, to 
cancel orders. 

It is understood that millers in this sec- 
tion have not been affected to any great 
extent by the sudden and rapid decline in 
prices, as scarcely any had large stocks of 
wheat on hand, and for the last few 
months they have been sailing close to the 
wind, expecting just such a break as that 
which occurred last week. Mills are only 
running lightly and the flour output was 
not so large as in the previous week. 

The feed market showed a little im- 
provement, although . prices were slightly 
lower. The market was in better condi- 
tion than it had been for some time. ‘The 
price of feed is not expected to decline 
much more as the mills probably will run 
lightly from now until the new crop is 
harvested; consequently there will not be 
a large quantity of feed to offer. 

Cash wheat was exceedingly dull 
throughout the week, and only a very lit- 
tle business was done. There was scarcely 
any demand and_ prices’ ruled lower 
throughout the week. At the close of the 
week No. 2 elevator wheat was being 
offered at 1c over the May option, which 
closed at 91°¢c. It probably could have 
been bought at the May price, but there 
was no demand for it. No. 2 red track 
wheat sold as low as $1.03, while No. 2 
hard wheat brought from 98c to $1.02. 

Theflour output of the St. Louis mills 
for the week ending Saturday, April 22, 
was 15,000 bbls, against 20,800 bbls the 
week before. Outside mills the product 
of which is sold from St. Louis, made 19,- 
500 bbls, compared with 24,000 the previ- 
ous week. 


CONDITION OF GROWING WHEAT 


There were several thunder storms in 
this part of the country during the week, 
and a good deal of rain fell, thereby bene- 
fiting the growing crop. While a few un- 
favorable reports are occasionally heard 
from southern Illinois, reports from other 
sections continue exceedingly-favorable 
and with good weather from now on, it is 
safe to assume that a large crop will be 
harvested. Warmer weather is needed, 
but the recent cold spell has done no 
damage. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


F. E. Lehman, representing Nordyke & 
Marmon Co. at Indianapolis, was a caller 
at this office Saturday. 

The elevator of the Sparks Milling Co., 
Alton, Ill., which burned recently, is be- 
ing rebuilt. The work will be done by 
the company itself; consequently no con- 
tract will be let. 
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J. P. Prescott, ex-treasurer of the Mill- 
ers’ Federation, wasin St. Louis on his 
way home from an eastern trip which he 
made after attending the annual meeting 
of delegates at Chicago. 


E. E. Werner, agent for the Alsop Proc- 
ess Co. at Indianapolis, wasa caller at this 
office during the week. He said that num- 
erous mills in the Ohio valley had adopted 
the Alsop process for bleaching flour. 

H. M. Pollock of Shaw, Pollock & Co., 
Belfast, spent a few hours in St. Louis on 
his way from Kansas City to New York. 
He was accompanied by Herbert Bradley, 
traffic manager of the Federation, who left 
for New York with him. 

L. B. Brinson, president of the Seneca 
(Mo.) Mill & Elevator Co., was in the city 
last week. He said that, from present in- 
dications, the southwest .would have a 
large crop, but it was too early in the sea- 
son to speak definitely regarding this sub- 
ject. 

The attorney general of Missouri has 
declined to take action regarding the grad- 
ing of red Russian wheat until the May 
option matures. In spite of this ruling it 
is expected that the longs may refuse to 
accept the local elevator wheat on May 
contracts, in which case the matter may 
be taken into the courts. 

Theodore Ismert of the Southern Illinois 
Milling & Elevator Co., Murphysboro, 
was on the floor during the week. He said 
that the crop in southern Illinois did not 
look as good as it might and wheat in the 
upland was quite thin, but that which 
was growing in the lowlands, or what is 
known as the American Bottoms, was 
looking fine. Heestimated, however, that 
as a whole there would be only two-thirds 
of a crop. Speaking of the new mill which 
is going to be built in Kansas City, and in 
which Mr. Ismert is largely interested, he 
said he hoped to begin building as soon as 
the contract was let and the plans and spe- 
cifications could be prepared. He expect- 
ed to have the mill ready for grinding by 
next October or November. 


C. F. G. RAIKES. 





Michigan 
Special Correspondence 


The Detroit mills made 9,000 bbls of 
flour last week, compared with 12,000 bbls 
the week before, and 11,400 bbls for the 
corresponding week of last year. 

The market did not show any improve- 
ment, but was, if anything, duller than 
the one that preceded it. Eastern trade 
was next to nothing and the only business 
done for export was the placing of a small 
lot made from Manitoba wheat, which 
cleans up that line of trade for the present 
as far as this city is concerned. Local 
trade is all that the mills now care about 
attending to as there is no money in any 
other lines under present conditions. 

Millers complain that the east is demor- 
alized by the presence of a lot of spring 
wheat flour from the northwest, much of 
which is of low grade and all sold at 
prices that put competition from Michi- 
gan out of the-question. Until this has 
been worked off there will be no chance of 
new business here and little effort will be 
made to secure trade. 

Some of the wheat in store here may be 
shipped to Chicago. It will be No. 1 
northern. David Stott talks of running 
less than full time for some weeks unless 
there is an improvement in conditions. 
Flour prices declined sharply on Saturday. 

Dealers in spring wheat goods report 
some improvement in trade during the 
past few days, but nothing approaching 
activity. 

Rye flour is quiet and lower. The de- 
mand has been less pressing during the last 
few days. 


NOTES 


Stott’s mill was down for three days last 
week while new heaters and a mechanical 
stoker were installed. 

The Hathaway & Young elevator at Pe- 
wamo was badly damaged bv fire last 
week. The fire engine refused to work and 
the building was saved by a citizens’ 
bucket brigade. 

Articles of incorporation have betn filed 
by the Cheboygan Flour Mill Co. of Che 
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boygan, with $50,000 capital and the 
Wheeler Elevator Co. of Traverse City, 
with $10,000 capital. 

The winding < of the affairs of the 
Manna Cereal Co. in this city is attracting 
a good deal of attention from millers. 
The company went to pieces early in its 
career and losses were heavy. Machinery 
costing about $30,000 went for a trifle over 
$4,000, some local millers securing some 
very good bargains, for the machines were 
sold in some cases before they had turned 
a wheel. Now Ira L. Wood, as trustee in 
bankruptcy, has commenced suit against 
the stockholders, asking that an assess- 
ment be levied sufficient to pay the firm’s 
indebtedness, nearly $24,000. He. alleges 


fraud in that the company was capitalized .’ 


at $500,000, of which $499,998 was paid in as 
a formula, which was of little real value. 
David Stott was a stockholder in this com- 
pany, but sold out-early in the game. 


Detroit, April 24. JOHN BARR. 


Tennessee 


Special Correspondence 


Commercial history shows that Janu- 
ary, February und March are three of the 
most prosperous months to the milling 
business in the southeast, but the rule 
seems to have been reversed this year and 
they will godown on record as three of 
the dullest. The prime cause of the dull- 
ness of flour is attributable to the drop in 
the price of cotton, and now this dullness 
has been gradually intensified by the 
growers holding their crops to await a re- 
= which seems not to be coming very 

ast. 

Just now planters are paying very little 
attention to the matter of selling the old 
crop, but are devoting the most of their 
time to arrangements for planting the 
new. Of course everything in the com- 
mercial line partakes of the depression, 
but flour suffers the brunt, for the simple 
reason that the poorer classes are substi- 
tuting rice, cornmeal, grits and potatoes 
for the flour bread. 

Local business is holding up fairly well 
and mills report about the usual amount 
of business passing. There is nothing, 
however, doing in a foreign line and mill- 
ers have about quit trying to work this 
end of the business. The local mills are 
running full time and while the orders for 
immediate shipment are not sufficient to 
absorb their entire output, the accumula- 
tions are being kept down by the ship- 
ments of contract stuff. 

Prices are being maintained at the pre- 
vious week’s quotations, which are as fol- 
lows: for best patent, $5.55; choice, $4.25, 
with the usual differentials for intermedi- 
ate grades. These prices apply to flour in 
wood. In cotton sacks a reduction of 15c 
per bbl is made for shipment. 


MORE WHEAT COMES TO LIGHT 


Something unusual in wheat has devel- 
oped here within the week. Some fifteen 
or twenty thousand bushels of Tennessee 
grain have been uncovered and _ passed 
into the hands of the Liberty Mills. In 
speaking of this E. M. Kelly, president of 
the Liberty Mills, said the discovery of 
this wheat was a surprise to him. He 
was under the impression that all Tennes- 
see wheat had been reduced to flour, but 
it seems that a number of large growers 
and handlers have been awaiting higher 
prices before letting go, and have only re- 
cently sold their crops. 

They made a serious mistake, for the 
Liberty people got much of this wheat at 
prices ranging from $1.10 to $1.12. The 
odd lots sold include 7,000 bus from Frank- 
lin, 8,500 from Columbia, and three cars 
from Thompson station. The Liberty Mills 
have now on hand something like 200,000 
and it is understood that the Ballard & 
Ballard Co. of Louisville has 600,000. 
Other mills are equally well supplied. 

Some wheat, but not of astandard grade, 
was offered on the market during the week 
at $1. The ruling price, however, for No. 
2 red, is about $1.08@1.10. 

The drop in Chicago wheat Saturday 
had very little appreciable effect on the 
local market, for the reason that the news 
came late and, further, the market here is 
on a St. Louis basis. 


CROP CONDITIONS 


This section was visited during the 
week by a cold spell, accompanied by 
frost, snow and ice. The temperature ran 
down in some sections as low as 24 degrees 
and destroyed early strawberries, peaches, 
and other small fruits and vegetables. It 
is not thought that the weather did much 
damage to the growing wheat crop, for 
the reason it has not begun to joint, as all 
sown here was late. On the contrary, it 
may be an advantage to the plant as it 
checks the growth, which is desirable. 

CORN 

Corn receipts are liberal and the steam- 
boats are bringing daily good lots from 
the Ohio river points. There is a good de- 
mand for all offerings from feeders, but 
the mills are not urgent buyers because 
the demand for corn goods is not of an ac- 
tive character. 
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The large corn mills are running on) 
half time and they find it takes work to 
dispose of this output. The south made 
a large crop last year and the small mills 
have been able to run continuously aj] 
the season, so this limits the demand of 
the larger mills. Prices are rather firm 
at 544¢c for No. 2 white milling and at 53. 
for mixed. 

Corn goods are quiet at the ruling prices 
of $1.17 for bolted meal for 100 Ibs; $1.97 
for grits or pearl] meal. 


MILLFEED 


Millfeeds have partaken of the dullness 
prevailing in flour and millers find troy- 
ble in working off stocks of either bran 
or middlings. April is usually a good 
month for millfeed but this April has been 
an exception to the rule. Prices are: bran, 
$18 per ton; middlings, $19; hominy feed, 
$16.50 f.0.b. Nashville. 

NOTES 


Oats are selling readily at quotations of 
last week, which are repeated as follows: 
white oats, 354¢c; mixed, 344c bulk in car 
lots. 

The report of the Nashville Grain Ex- 
change for the week shows grain in eleya- 
tors and millers’ hands as follows: wheat, 
257,800; corn, 213,230; oats, 214,500; bar- 
ley, 247,00; rye, 850. 

The new 400-bb] flour mill of the Tri- 
State Milling Co. was formally opened last 
week. The mill has been in operation sey- 
eral weeks, but the formal opening was 
not held until after the grades had al! been 
properly adjusted. This mill proposes to 
go after local trade especially. 

T. M. Steger and Louis Miller have pur- 
chased the interest of T. C. McLaughlin 
in the Southern Milling Co. and wil! con- 
tinue the business under the old name. 
Both these young men are experienced 
in the mill business, having served ai ap- 
prenticeship with E. P. Bronson, then of 
the Cumberland Mills of this city. 

The wholesale grain firm of Willis Pick- 
son & Co. of Memphis has gone into vol- 
untary bankruptcy. The schedule ot lia- 
bilities aggregate $14,000 and assets, =13,- 
500. Members of the firm say that this ac- 
tion was brought about by the discovery 
that J. J. Elder, their bookkeeper, iiade 
a bet of $500 one day last week on the 
races. They at once put an expert on j/ieir 
books and found evidences of a consiler- 
able shortage. 

Nashville, April 24. 


Toledo 


Special Correspondence 


With only two mills running part ‘ime 
last week, the flour production was the 
smallest on the crop. The output was 3,- 
000 bbls, against 10,000 the previous week, 
and 15,500 a year ago. 

Flour sales were not much in excess of 
production. General dullness seems to be 
the common report. The decline in wheat 
prices at the end of the week may have the 
effect of stimulating flour sales as there 
will not now be so much chance for |uy- 
ers to become loaded with high-priced 
flour as there has been heretofore. ; 

Foreigners are again making inquiry 
and bids for forward shipment but it is 
doubtful if any business has been worked 
as yet, bids being a trifle below sellers 
views. 

Millfeed continues in light request, but 
on account of the small production, prices 
have not been shaded. 

Wheat prices at the end of last week 
dropped with a thud. Cash wheat here 
showed a decline of 81gc and demand was 
very slow. There apparently was no de- 
mand at the decline. Stucks here of con- 
tract grade are small, and a few car lot or- 
ders keep the price at a premium over 
nearby futures. 

Wheat receipts were larger, but were 
mostly of poor quality which sells about 
20c under contract grade. There were “0 
cars received, against 12 the previous 
week, and 100a year ago. The stock in 
public elevators is 102,000 bus, against 
250,000 a year ago. 

Reports as to the growing wheat crop 
continue favorable. The acreage in ©l10 
and Indiana is even smaller than was Lar- 
vested a year ago. 

The corn market was firm last week, 10t 
sympathizing with the weakness in wheat. 
Country acceptances and the movement 
from first. hands continues very lix!t. 
Some grades are in fair request from o- 
mestic trade, while for other grades ‘le- 
mand is slow. Receipts were only 63 «at's 
last week. 

Oats were in good demand and prices 
were well sustained, the Movement from 
the interior being very small. 

C. S. Coup, treasurer of the Northwest- 
ern Elevator & Mill Co., and T.ouis Men- 
nel, secretary of the Isaac Harter Mil) 08 
Co., attended the annual meeting of ‘he 
Ohio Millers’ Association at Springfi:!d, 
Ohio, Thursday and Friday. They =*y 


J. B. CLARK. 





every miller there reported that grow''!# 
wheat was in perfect condition, but «ll 
complained of dull flour trade. 


Toledo, April 24. 


W. E. BRIGHA™ 
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llers are speculating on the probable 
result of the great break in wheat prices. 


Most of them are inclined to look for an 
early improvement in conditions, arguing 
possibly that they can not become more 
unsatisfactory and, since they must: 
change, the change will essentially be for 
the better. Cash wheat in Kansas City 


last week broke nearly 10c a bu from the 
purely fictitious value which had been 
placed on it by the Chicago May deal. The 
millers of the southwest have paid a 
handsome price for the fun that the Chi- 
cago syndicate has been having, and they 
are glad now to see wheat getting down 
to a normal basis. 

The earlier part of last week was quite 
without feature in the flour trade as 
viewed from here. Business was and is 
almost entirely confined to domestic ac- 
count. There was a continued interest in 
foreign transactions for July-August ship- 
ment, but not many new sales were made. 
Some small sales are also reported to 
United Kingdom markets for prompt 
shipment, but these were small lots of 
some favorite brand and did not represent 
amarket. In domestic trade conditions 
were fairly satisfactory with fair prices 
obtainable for the little flour being sold. 
Most of the business was to central states, 
though small sales were also reported to 
larger eastern markets. Feed was a steady 
market. 

This week, of course, finds an entirely 
new situation and one that can not just yet 
be determined. A feature already notice- 
able is the increased difficulty in securing 
shipping directions. For the past two or 
three weeks there has been growing 
trouble in getting buyers to take out their 
purchases, and this present break is go- 
ing to add enormously to the difficulties of 
the situation; millers are prepared to 
face cancellations on all manner of flimsy 
excuses, 

Flour values are quotable about 25c per 
bbl lower. To central states buyers, lead- 
ing mills have reduced 20c to 30c per bbl. 
Saturday a common basis of quotations 
to central states was $4.60 per bbl in cot- 
ton sacks basis the Missouri river. Many 
mills will, however, with continued weak- 
ness in the market, sell materially under 
this value. For trading in large lotsa 
basis of about $4.25 to $4.35 fairly well 
represents the market, this being for 
straight flour in jute. 

Che fact that many mills have consider- 
able stocks of wheat that they have been 
carrying unhedged will serve to prevent 
to some extent the demoralization of 
prices that would naturally follow the 
break in cash wheat. A great many Kan- 
sits mills have thirty to forty days’ supply 
of wheat and this wheat will be ground 
into Cheap flour hesitatingly. 

_ Mills are running an average of about 
lalf time. The output at Kansas Cit 
last week was 32,500 bbls, compared with 
»1,600 a week ago, and 19,000 a year ago. 


SOUTHWESTERN CROP CONDITIONS 


Splendid wheat-growing conditions pre- 
vail over all the southwest. Last week 
‘here was some scattering rainfall in Kan- 
sas and more in Oklahoma while Nebraska 
had heavy rains or snow over almost its 
entire area, 

There is some talk of rain being needed 
‘0 parts of southern and central Kansas, 
but so far the need is by no means urgent. 

iood_ general rains would be extremely 
beneficial, however, in every part of the 
southwest just now. As a whole, in spite 
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of the lack of recent moisture, the wheat 
may be said to be in excellent condition in 
every direction and the promise of a full 
crop could scarcely be better. 


CONVENTION ARRANGEMENTS 


Preliminary arrangements for the June 
Mass Convention of the Federation are 
progressing rapidly. Though the work 
of advertising the Convention has hardly 
more than begun, all indications point to 
the greatest attendance of millers ever as- 
sembled anywhere in the country. Kan- 
sas City is preparing to welcome them in 
the best way it is able and to assure to all 
who come a profitable and pleasant three 
days. Hotel arrangements have been per- 
fected and there is sure to be plenty of 
room, no matter how big the attendance 
may be. 

The Committee of Arrangements will 
this week issue a circular giving particu- 
lars and rates at the several hotels. These 
circulars will be distributed to millers 
through the medium of the various clubs 
and associations and a copy may be se- 
cured by addressing any one of them or 
any member of the Committee of Ar- 
rangements. They will be accompanied 
by a blank application for room reserva- 
tion. 

The local committee has decided that it 
will avoid confusion if applications for 
rooms are addressed direct to the hotel 
managements and all who plan to come 
are requested to make their applications 
direct to the proprietors of the hotel at 
which they wish to stay. 

The Coates House is Convention head- 
quarters. It has sufficient rooms to ac- 
commodate 250 to 300 visitors. The other 
good hotels are, however, but a short-walk 
distance from the Coates House and offer 
equally good accommodations. Details 
regarding hotel arrangements not given 
in the circular may be had by addressing 
either Charles L. Roos or R. E. Sterling 
at Kansas City. 

A special railway rate has been apn- 
nounced for the Convention—one and one- 
third fare from all] points in the country. 
The rate is on the certificate plan, it being 
necessary for visitors to buy only a one- 
way ticket from their starting point, se- 
curing at the same time a certificate from 
the local railway agent. This certificate, 
when properly endorsed at Kansas City, is 
good for a return trip ticket at one-third 
the regular fare. 

The various details of the Convention 
programme are not yet complete, but an 


excellent programme is in preparation 


both for the business sessions and for the 
entertainment features. 


ARGENTINE ELEVATOR BURNED 


The Argentine elevator in Argentine, 
Kansas, six miles west of Kansas City, 
Mo., was struck by lightning early Thurs- 
day morning and burned to the ground. 
The local fire department was able to do 
little in the way of staying the flames and 
the building was destroyed in an hour. 
The same house was struck by lightninga 
few weeks ago, but the fire was extin- 
guished with little or no loss. 

The elevator had a capacity of 200,000 
bus, and contained at the time of the fire 
72,000 bus of wheat, 13,000 bus of corn, 
and 1,000 bus of oats. The loss on build- 
ing and contents amounts to about $125,- 
000, well insured. The power house was 
located apart from the elevator proper and 
was not damaged. 

The elevator was owned by the Grant 
W. Kenney Grain Co., of this city. It had 
recently been almost entirely rebuilt. The 
owners have not so far definitely decided 
as to rebuilding. The saving of the pow- 
er house and power machinery, consisting 
of a new 275-hp engine with boilers, etc., 
makes it probable, however, that the ele- 
vator will be rebuilt. 

This isthe third elevator to be burned 
in Kansas City within the past few 
months; the Burlington and Maple Leaf 
elevator burned within three days of each 
other a short time ago. 


MISSOURI MILLERS MEET 


Several millers from central and western 
Missouri met at the Midland Hotel in 
Kansas City Tuesday for the purpose of 
strengthening their local organization. 
About fifteen millers attended the meet- 
ing. ‘The day was devoted to discussing 
pene for the betterment of the organiza- 
tion. 

Following are the officers of the associa- 
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tion: president, L. T. Land, Higgins- 
ville; vice-president, J. R. Hamacher, 
Windsor; secretary, R.Sam Hays, Sweet 
Springs. L. T. Jamme, secretary of the 
Federation, and W. O. Bartholemew of St. 
Louis, secretary of the Southwestern Mis- 
souri Millers’ Association, attended the 
meeting. The next meeting of the organ- 
ization will be held at Sedalia, May 30. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


Thomas E. Houston, a miller.at Black- 
water, Mo., is reported to have discontin- 
ued business. 

The mill at Conway Springs, Kansas, 
owned by Joseph D. Beckner, is reported 
sold to L. B. Hill. 

A farmers’ elevator at Vesper, Kansas, 
burned in the night of April 18, the loss 
on building and contents amounting to 
$20,000, partly insured. 

Edwin Lamont, for a great many years 
a grain dealer at Winfield, Kansas, and 
well known on the Kansas City Board of 
Trade, died at his home in Winfield last 
week. 

The inspection fees collected by the Kan- 
sas grain inspection department in March 
amounted to $2,314.10. More grain was in- 
spected during the month than in March 
of any previous year save 1904. 

It was reported last week that certain 
gentlemen from an eastern city were in 
Kansas City looking over sites with a view 
to locating a big cereal mill here. Proper- 
ty in the new west side milling district 
was inspected. 

Leavenworth Fowler, a local grain man, 
Saturday won a bet of $1,000 made last fall 
with a Chicago Board of Trade man that 
May wheat would sell at $1.07 during the 
life of the option. The bet was made dur- 
ing the great wave of bull sentiment sev- 
eral months ago. 

The Kelley Milling Co. last week placed 
an order with a local builder for a new 
Corliss engine to be installed in its mill 
in place of the present one which has been 
in use only since the building of the mill 
five years ago. The new engine will be of 
an improved type and will cost $12,000. 

E. A. Konzelman, manager of the Grain 
Storage Construction Co., Buffalo, was 
here last week and went from here to cen- 
tral and southern Kansas. Mr. Konzel- 
man has recently secured some large steel 
tank contracts in the southwest and will 
probably remain in this vicinity a fort- 
night or so calling on millers. 

The placing of the order for equipment 
for the mill to be built at Russell, Kansas, 
by the Russell Milling Co., has been post- 
poned for a week on account of the sick- 
ness of Emmett Berry, manager of the 
company. Mr. Berry has located at Rus- 
sell. He was formerly in the office of the 
Pond Creek (Okla.) Mill & Elevator Co. 

The Board of Trade Saturday adopted 
the following rule: ‘‘On all grain bought 
by members of the Kansas City Board of 
Trade and on which Kansas City unload- 
ing weights are given, an allowance of 100 
lbs per car shall be made to buyer to cover 
loss on account of dirt and other foreign 
matter.’’ The 100-lb dockage has been a 
much-discussed question here for a long 
time past. 

The Tri-State Milling Co., a flour con- 
cern at Nashville, Tenn., isendeavoring to 
establish a claim for damages against a 
mill company at Phillipsburg, Kansas, for 
non-fulfillment of a flour contract. The 
Nashville concern alleges that it contract- 
ed for 2,000 bbls of flour at a fixed price 
and that the mill failed to fill the con- 
tract. It has brought suit in the United 
States court at Topeka. 

But for the burning of the Argentine 
elevator last week Kansas City would 
probably have added another 500-bb] mill 
to its milling capacity within the next few 
months. The owners of the elevator, 
Grant W. Kenney Grain Co., had about de- 
cided to build a mill of that size in con- 
nection with the elevator and were merely 
waiting until they could find a suitable 
mill manager to take charge of the busi- 
ness before making definite plans. The 
fire rather unsettles this plan, but it is 
not improbable that it will be carried out 
in connection with a new elevator. 

Hon. J. D. Bowersock of Lawrence, 
Kansas, representative of the third Kan- 
sas district in the House of Representa- 
tives, last week definitely announced that 
he would not bea candidate at the next 
election. Mr. Bowersock proposes giving 
all his time to his business interests. The 
contracts for electric machinery to be in- 
stalled at Lawrence in connection with the 
water power will be let shortly, and a lit- 
tle later the contract for equipment for the 
new mill will be placed. he mill will 
have a capacity of 500 bbls and will be un- 
der the management of R. C. Jackman, 
formerly of Minneapolis, Kansas. Mr. 
Jackman has sold his Minneapolis prop- 
erty to his brother. 

Bearing on the decision of the United 
States supreme court, declaring the bak- 
ers’ law of New York state as unconstitu- 
tional, Henry Fehn, business agent for the 
Kansas City, Mo., bakers’ union, is quoted 
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as saying that he does not think any trou- 
ble will arise in that city as a result of 
the decision. The bakers of Kansas City 
are working under a two years’ agreement 
which will expire next June. They work 
ten hoursa day. The strike, two years 
ago, was a long and costly one. ‘‘So long 
as our demand or the requirements of our 
employers are not unreasonable,’’ says Mr. 
Fehn, ‘‘there will be no trouble. Any 
trade may agree with employers on certain 
hours of work. The law does not enter in- 
to the question in that respect.”’ 


R. E. STERLING. 


Louisville 
Special Correspondence 


Some of the mills of this section are 
turning out their usual amount of flour, 
but the depression in the trade continues 
and there is not nearly enough move- 
ment for the output. While the market 
on the whole was dull during the week, 
several millers reported that there were 
some bright spots. Carload lots were not 
the rule by any means and the orders were 
no more numerous than large. The dull- 
ness was not confined to flour, as has fre- 
quently been the case in the local trade, 
but was generally perceptible. 

While the dull season is not anywhere 
near ended—being at its best, or rather 
worst—it is expected that there will soon 
be slightly better demand from some quar- 
ters. Prices have held fairly well, but 
there is a weak undercurrent. 

The decline in wheat in other markets 
had some effect on the local conditions 
and buying has not been active. However, 
the supply is slight and has been right 
along. There is but little western wheat 
coming in. 

Corn mills have figured in the depres- 
sion. Bolted meal is selling at around 
$1.15 and $1.17 per 100 lbs, and pearl meal 
at ten cents higher. The mills are manag- 
ing fairly well to keep their stocks mov- 
ing. Feeds are dull and even the quoted 
prices have been shaded some during the 
past week. Oats are inactive around 35c. 


INCREASED CAPACITY 


When the Washburn-Crosby Co. finishes 
its Louisville improvements, the flour out- 
put here will be considerably increased. 
The company contemplates doubling its 
capacity at Louisville, the present capa- 
city being 800 bbls. Machinery for another 
mill of the same capacity is to be provid- 
ed, along with 200,000 bus of wheat stor- 
age. The sugcess of the company’s en- 
trance in this trade is emphasized by the 
plans for a wholesale extension. 

CROP CONDITIONS 

The crop conditions in Kentucky are 
good, according to the reports collected by 
the government. There were four severe 
frosts in succession, but it is said that the 
grain has been unhurt. This seems the 
case, in spite of the fact that fruit and 
vegetables have suffered. Save the frosts, 
the weather has been excellent for this 
time of year. 

The majority of the loca] mills aim to 
buy at home as much as possible, only 
looking to the west when the Kentucky 
output is exhausted, and so the effect of 
the frosts on the grain has been watched 
for eargerly. 





NOTES 


S. Thruston Ballard of the Ballard & 
Ballard Co. has gone abroad and will be 
away several months. 

There is but little corn to be had in the 
local market, despite the upward bound 
the price has taken in recent weeks. The 
price offered is still 52c and what corn 
there is comes from the northwest. 

The milling business is practically ata 
standstill in the interior of Kentucky. 
According to J. R. McKenzie, a leading 
miller who was in Louisville last week, 
there is no business in sight until the 
middle of summer is reached. He hopes 
that normal conditions will be restored 
then to last through the fall. The corn 
mills have closed down over nearly all of 
Kentucky, while the flour mills are busy 
only a fractional part of the time. 

The receipts and shipments of flour dur- 
ing the week were respectively 3,032 and 
15,938 bbls. The totals were practically 
the same as a year ago. when the receipts 
and shipments were 3,076 and 15,713 bbls. 
The receipts and shipments of corn dur- 
ing the week were respectively 13,100 and 
8,453 bus, and in 1904 were 20,900 and 4,355 
bus. The receipts and shipments of oats 
were 79,900 and 59,732 bus, whereas a year 
ago they were 72,900 and 43,425 bus. The 
receipts and shipments of wheat were 58,- 
925 and 22,485 bus, and in 1904 were 147,080 
and 35,700, showing a big decline. 

I. M. HARCOURT. 

Louisville, Ky.. April 24. 





B. N. Stone, La Moure (S. D.) Milling 
Co: Feed demand is good. We look for 
lower wheat and consequently lower flour. 
Not much wheat is moving. Ground is 
very dry and nights cold and frosty. Rain 
and warmer weather are needed. 
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Indianapolis mills produced 9,190 bbls of 
flour last week, compared with 9,540 the 
» week before, 4,950 last year, and 6,280 two 
years ago. 

The unanimous opinion of all millers in 
this section is to the effect that the mill- 
ing situaticn is about ‘‘the worst ever.”’ 
But few mills are grinding except in a very 
small way and those having orders on 
their books find great difficulty in getting 
shipping directions. The flour trade ap- 
parently can see no inducement in present 
prices of flour, believing that wheat is too 
high and they will be able later to pur- 
chase at reduced figures. While the pres- 
ent bear tendency of the option market 
may appear to support the position of the 
buyer, yet it is very doubtful if the miller 
will be able to buy milling wheat any 
cheaper for some time. 

Flour prices were quoted as follows: $5 
@5.20 for patent and $4.70@4.90 for 
straight, both per 196 lbs in wood, domes- 
tic shipment. 

For No. 2 red wheat, $1.03 per bu was 
bid ’change at Indianapolis, Saturday. 

The feed trade has been very slow, with 
prices unchanged at $14.75@15 per ton, 
bulk, for immediate shipment. 

Stocks of wheat in Indianapolis Satur- 
day were 107,000 bus, a decrease of 33,000, 
compared with the stocks of the previous 
week. 

CROP CONDITIONS 

‘*While there is life there is hope,’’ so the 
miller, still managing to keep alive in face 
of the very bad conditions now prevailing, 
can content himself with the hope that 
they will improve on the next crop, for the 
wheat never looked better at this season of 
the year. The weather during April has 
been ideal. During the week ending last 
Saturday, good, cool April rains visited 
nearly every part of the winter wheat belt. 
These rains were accompanied by fine 
weather which was very beneficial to the 
growing plant at this stage of develop- 
ment. 

The fly has had no show, as the plant 
has grown under ground and a rank 
growth above has been prevented. 

The acreage throughout Ohio is estimated 
at close to an average and in Kentucky the 
same condition prevails. Indiana, how- 
ever, is beyond question short in acreage, 
but the condition is so excellent that the 
improved quality of the coming crop, if 
nothing happen to it, will overcome much 
of the lack in acreage. 

FROM THE TRADE 


The Allen & Wheeler Co., Troy, Ohio: 
There is no good news to report in refer- 
ence to the trade in flour and feed. We can 
report favorably on the growing crop, 
which is certainly in excellent condition. 

The Ansted & Burk Co., Springfield, 
Ohio: Tbe condition of the trade was 
about the same asin the jffrevious week. 
We had a fine rain that was good for the 
growing crop, which isin very good con- 
dition. 

The Goshen Milling Co., Goshen, Ind: 
The demand for flour from the east was 
very quiet and we made few sales. Feed 
was in fair demand, but at lower prices. 
The local trade for both flour and feed was 
in a healthy condition and took the great- 
er part of our output. The weather is cold 
and wet and could not possibly be any 
better for the growing wheat. Never has 
less damage been done by winter. We look 
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for an early resumption of the export busi- 
ness, nothing now standing in the way 
except the Chicago wheat corner. 

The Blanton Milling Co., Indianapolis, 
Ind: There is no complaint of Hessian 
fly in central and southern Indiana and 
Illinois; furthermore we have had ample 
moisture. Taking everything into con- 
sideration, the outlook for the new wheat 
crop in Indiana and Illinois is very prom- 
ising. The general flour and feed trade 
lately has been very dull, with buyers 
holding off until they have been absolute- 
ly compelled to fill their requirements. 
Feed prices have declined sharply. This 
fact seems to be overlooked by flour buy- 
ers. The decline of feed prices prevents 


the miller reducing his flour prices to con- 
form with the decline in the wheat mar- 
ket. We have had numerous inquiries 
from the United Kingdom and Continent- 
al importers regarding offers of flour for 
mid-summer shipment. Some few sales 
have been made by mills in this section. 
It is to be hoped that as we approach the 
new crop of wheat, prices will be adjusted 
to an exportable basis. The outlook is 
promising in this respect at present. 
Acme Milling Co., Indianapolis, Ind: 
Our mill put in full time this week, but 
we are about at the end of our orders. 
The trade continues dull, with orders few 
and far between. The break in the May 
option may make it possible to secure 


wheat ata lower figure and, therefore, . 


make it possible for the miller to make 
attractive prices, but probably it will 
take some time for the flour market to 
get on a settled basis. Feed was in limit- 
ed demand at unchanged prices. 


NOTES 


J. E. Loughry of Monticello, Ind., was 
a caller at this office last week. He is look- 
ing for a good crop in his district. 

The regular quarterly meeting of the 
directors of the Indiana Millers’ Mutual 
Fire Ins. Co. was held at the company’s 
office last Tuesday. Present from out of 
the city were F. E.C. Hawks and J. W. 
Hahn. The secretary’s report was most 
gratifying, the assets showing a good 
gain for the first quarter of 1905. 

E. E. PERRY. 





OHIO MILLERS’ MEETING 6. 


The first annual convention of the Ohio 
Millers’ State Association was held at 
Springfield, Ohio, April 20 and 21. 

The morning session was called to order 
at lla. m. by President John W. Burk, 
who introduced Mayor Charles Bowlus of 
Springfield. The Mayor spoke briefly, but 
pleasantly, and heartily welcomed the 
visiting members to Springfield. 

Vice-President F. H. Tanner responded 
very happily in behalf of the visitors. 

President John W. Burk then delivered 
his address. He reviewed in a clear and 
concise manner the work of the associa- 
tion for the past year. He severely criti- 
cized speculation in grain and asserted 
that he considered it the bane of the flour 
manufacturer. 

He scored the manufacture of so many 
breakfast foods and claimed that if we 
were to keep up the breakfast-food pace 
set a few years ago, we should soon bea 
nation of dyspeptics. 

He concluded by urging the association 
not to overdo matters in regard to rail- 
road questions, but to practice the teach- 
ing of the Golden Rule. 

Secretary C. B. Jenkins of Marion then 
read his report for the year upon the work 
done by the association since its organi- 
zation one year ago. - 

The report showed good work accom- 
plished and the membership increased 
from 38 to 135. The outlook is very prom- 
ising forthe new year. The association 
was a very active and prosperous one in 
spite of a short and poor crop and loss of 
export trade. 

he treasurer’s report showed the asso- 
ciation to be in sound condition. 

Before adjourning for luncheon, Presi- 
dent Burk announced the following com- 
mittees: Auditing—Lewis A. Mennel of 
Toledo, M. L. Finnell of Osborne, and F. 
H. Tanner of Mansfield; Resolutions—H. 
M. Allen of Troy, W. H. Richards of 
Cortland, and 8. M. Willaman of Orrville; 
Nominations—F. J. Hanley of Coshocton, 
O. E. Gwynn of Washington Court House, 
A. B. Beverstock of Lexington, Henry A. 
oars of Canton and J. A. Long of Lon- 

on. 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


The afternoon” session was called to or- 
der at 2:15 by President Burk and it 
opened with a discussion as to the best 
method of handling wheat and the best 
way in which to store flour. It was led 
by W. H. Euller of Bluffton. 

Joseph Le Compte of Lexington, Ky., 
president of the Central Kentucky Millers’ 
Association, told of the success attained 
by Kentucky millers in holding district 
meetings. 

He fully believed, by holding these 
meetings. a more satisfactory working 
basis could be maintained. He said that 
the Kentucky association had been in 
existence 17 years, and had been a power 
for good to the Kentucky millers ever 
since. 

John I. Logan of Shelbyville, Ky., secre- 
tary of the Central Kentucky Millers’ As- 
sociation, made a few brilliant remarks 
in favor of legitimate co-operation in mill- 
ing interests. 

Charles E. Thorne, director of the 
agricultural experiment station at Woos- 
ter, Ohio, delivered a very comprehensive 
address on the production of wheat in 
Ohio. He said that the cost of raising an 
acre of wheat had not decreased in forty 


years, in spite of improvements in ma- 
chinery, and-that it would be by scientific 
endeavor only that the cost would be re- 
duced. He urged farmers to be careful in 
the selection of wheat for seed. 

W. S. Thomas, president of the Ohio 
Shippers’ Association, Springfield, told of 
the co-operation of the shippers and what 
had been accomplished since the shippers 
had become organized. He said it was 
much better to get together face to face, 
rather than to spend time and energy try- 
ing to get favorable legislation. 

C. C. Greenleaf, Wauseon, Ohio, speak- 
ing of Ohio milling, present and future, 
said the milling business for the past year 
had been a poor one, owing to crop condi- 
tions, speculation and manipulation of 
the markets. He urged millers to put 
forth strenuous efforts to increase their 
export trade. 

M. W. Miller, Piqua, Ohio, closed the 
session with a talk on the relation of the 
country elevator man to the miller. He 
believed that their interests were identical 
and they should work together for the 
good of the cause. 


THE BANQUET 


The annual banquet, which was served 
at the Arcade hotel at 8:30 p.m., wasa 
very brilliant one, covers being laid for 
160. President Burk presided. At its con- 
clusion a letter from Charles Espenschied, 
president of the Millers’ National Federa- 
tion and a telegram from William C. Ed- 
gar, president of the Northwestern Miller, 
were read, both expressing regret at en- 
forced absence from the meeting. 

Following are the toasts given, M. L. 
Finnell of Osborne acting as toastmaster: 
Introductory and welcome, President John 
W. Burk; ‘‘Ohio,’’ Gen. J. Warren Keifer 
of Springfield: Reading, Prof. Ladru of 
Springfield; ‘‘Our Commercial Interests,”’ 
Hon. Thomas J. Kyle of Troy; ‘‘Our State 
Association,’? C. B. Jenkins of Marion; 
‘Old Kaintuck,’’? Hon. John I. Logan, 
Shelbyville, Ky; ‘‘United States and Her 
= gel Hon. J. Frank McGrew, Spring- 

eld. 

CLOSING SESSION 


The last session was called to order on 
Friday at 10 a. m. by the president. 

C. M. Gray of Wooster delivered an ad- 
dress concerning the flour salesmen in 
Ohio. He believed that the salesmen 
played a very important part in the suc- 
cessful conduct of the milling business. 
Good, pushing men were required, espe- 
cially during these dull times, and perfect 
harmony should exist between miller and 
salesman. 

M. H. Davis of Shelby, in an able ad- 
dress on the milling industry in Ohio, 
compared with other industries, gave some 
very interesting statistics, showing that 
Ohio millers were doing their share to in- 
crease the output of flour in the state. He 
said that the miller should demand recog- 
nition, having hung back too long. The 
Ohio miller must make himself felt in co- 
operation with every other industry suffer- 
ing under like constraint, to impress po- 
litically and otherwise his just demand 
for a square deal. 

L. T. Jamme of Chicago, secretary of 
the Millers’ National Federation, explained 
very clearly and at some length, the work 
being accomplished by the Federation, 
posmsing out what could be brought about 

y standing together; that it was beyond 
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doubt necessary for so important an in- 
dustry as milling to have a national or. 
ganization. It must be built up on the 
right basis, so as to benefit every state 
equally, or it would go to pieces. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


The auditing committee’s report was 
approved. The following resolutions were 
adopted: Extending thanks to the pregj- 
dent and secretary for the able manner in 
which they had conducted the affairs of 
the association; recommending that the 
state be divided into sections, each section 
to have its full quota of officers and exe- 
cutive committees; protesting against 
speculation in wheat on the board of trade 
and urging the National Federation to 
give this very important question full 
consideration: that this association of 
millers affiliate with the Ohio Shippers’ 
Association; that the Ohio Millers’ Agso- 
ciation affiliate with the Millers’ National 
Federation; that millers use their jp- 
fluence with farmers to use as seed only 
the best varieties of milling wheat. 

The annual dues were fixed ona grad- 
ing plan as follows: Mills with a capacity 
of 60 bbls and under per day, $10; 60 to 100 
bbls, $12; 100 to 200 bbls, $15; over 200 
bbls daily, $20; associate members, $2(). 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


By acclamation, the following oflicers 
were re-elected: president, John W. Burk, 
Springfield; vice-president, Frank H. '!'an- 
ner, Mansfield; secretary and treasurer, C, 
B. Jenkins, Marion. Executive com:nit- 
tee: M.H. Davis, Shelby; H. M. Allen, 
Troy; George C. McKelvey, Bellaire; J. 
S. Dewey, Blanchester. 

The meeting closed by passing re-olu- 
tions thanking the committee of arra:ge- 
ments for the entertainment provided, al- 
so Mayor C. J. Bowlus, President Ch:vles 
L. Bauer of the Foos Mfg. Co., and \. F. 
Sparks of James Leffel & Co., Harry L. 
Rockfield, proprietor of the Arcade hel, 
for all they had done to make tie sti:y of 
the members pleasant and agreeable. 

After luncheon, a special train was 
made up by the Big Four Railroad, «nd 
the millers were taken to the plants of 
the Foos Mfg. Co. and James Leffel & Co. 


This excursion was followed by a tri'ley 
ride through the city, and the festivities 
ended with a smoker in the evening ai the 


Lagonda Club, given by the Foos “!fg. 
Co. and James Leffel & Co. An exce!}!cnt 
entertainment was provided. 


THOSE PRESENT 


A. L. Slager, J. Bookwalter, H. V. 
Bretney, F. E. Barker, L. B. Miller, © E. 
Oliver, Charles L. Bauer, H. C. Bow'us, 
David F. Snyder, H. G. Redmond, J. W. 
Burk, of Springfield; J. J. Whaley, A. 5S. 
Garman, William Whaley, of Akron; L.. C. 
Jacobson, A. Lynn, Hugh Crawford, of 
Cleveland; W. EK. Lewis, Sabina; 0. E. 
Gwinn. Washington, C. H; J. M. McCord, 
Basil; E. S. Lee, T. J. Hanley, of Costhioc- 
ton: B. S. Memers, Minster; M. W. Mill- 
er, Piqua; James Kortochuvill, Charles 
Rieske, of Dayton; H. G. Stanley, Beloit; 
J. F. Myres, Massillon; M. M. Richards, 
Cortland; Frank H. Tanner, Mansfield; 
D. H. White, Bucyrus; C. S. Coup, I ved 
Mayer, L. A. Mennel, John Hahn, of Tole- 
do; W. T. Dolbey, Delphos; Loff Jacobs, 
Pomeroy: D. H. White, Nevada; FE. M. 
Stults, East Orwell; Horace Allen, H. M. 
Allen, of Troy; Landis Romack, J. W. Mc- 
Donald, of Niles; Ernest C. Abbott, (o- 
lumbus; Will W. Watson, Center Belpre: 
T. B. Endslow, New Washington; M. T. 
Barrett, M. R. Cromer, J. W. Weimer, of 
Greenville; George C. Smith, Morrow; H. 
M. Lee, Langsville; Wayne Armstrong, 
Laurelville; A. P. Neal, West Salem: L. 
B. Wilson, Cincinnati; W. O. Rich, La 
Rue; E. P. Lersch, Ashland; W. B. Carr, 
Hamilton; C. C. Beam, Port William: J. 
W. MclIntire, New Burlington; Lewis 
Lowry, Newton Falls: C. C. Greenleaf, 
Wauseon; Joseph Colton, Bellefontaive: 
George C. McKelvey, Bellaire; W. Hi. 
Euller, Bluffton; J. A. Long, London: 
Henry A. Shock, Canton; M. L. Finne!l, 
Osborne; Charles M. Gray, Wooster; ©. 
P. Bauman, Canal Winchester; A. 1}. 
Beverstock, Lexington; A. W. Dillm:u, 
Bethel; J. Grant Hyde, Clinton; Thomas 
P. Mattingly, Frankfort; J. S. Dewry, 
Blanchester; F. E. Langdon, Wilmingt«: 
J. Duncan Hardesty, Canal Dover; EF. ". 
Nutt, Sidney; A. Robins, Arcanum: . 
P. Willaman,.Orville; R. A. Deeds, [.1- 
caster; A. Stenger, Wapakoneta; Uriah 
Engelmann, Miamisburg; Christop!«r 
Landmann, Alcony; Ben Cranston, Whv«l- 
ersburg; Julian Gilberg, New Bremvii: 
F. W. Bacon, Tiffin; J. H. Haney, Unicu: 
C. B. Jenkins, Marion; Otto Waitzorm:), 
L. T. Jamme, J. E. Bacon, of Chicaxo; 
Thomas McFeely, Philadelphia, Pa; ™. 
D. Beardslee, Milwaukee, Wis; C. ©: 
Sparks, W. W. Powell, P. H. Litchfield. of 
St. Louis, Mo; Nathan C. Murray, Wes-!- 
ington, D. C; F. L. Williamson, Clay © '- 
ter, Kansas; John Nicholson, E. E. Per'\. 
of Indianapolis, Ind; C. D. Neal, Moli:, 
Ill; W. R. Gregory, New York; Joseph © 
Compte, Lexington, Ky; John I. Log 
Shelbyville, Ky; Smith P. Kerr, Winch > 
ter, Ky. 

JOUN NICHOLSON 
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teusify the conditions which previously 
prevailed in the flour market. With the 
bieak in wheat on Thursday it was prac- 
tically impossible to sell flour. The pres- 
sure on the market was not pronounced 
at any time, but it has been a case of find- 
ing buyers. The demand has been in 
scattered lots. Some of the spring wheat 
mills were asking $6.20 for standard Min- 
neapolis patents, others $6.10, and others, 
before the break, frankly admitted that 
they would take $6 if they could get it. 

Good flour could be bought in liberal 
quantities at $5.75 in wood, and some busi- 
ness was done all the week at $5.30 in 
-acks, and there was a report of a round 
lot at $5.10 in sacks. Under these condi- 
tions, of course, the demoralization in the 
wheat market on Thursday and Saturday 
and the sharp break in May wheat necessi- 
tated an entire revision of sellers’ ideas, 
and it was practically impossible to name 
the market. Buyers’ ideas are based on 
July, which the mills had difficulty in 
erinding for immediate delivery. 

Clears are quoted all the way from $3 in 
sacks up to $4 in wood, with some extra 
strong flour a Jittle above $4. 

The situation in winter wheat flour has 
been fully as discouraging as in spring 
wheat. Straights have been held all the 
week around $5, with buyers’ ideas from 
\0c to 20c under this figure. Mills have 
been willing to accept rather low prices, 
and there have been some reports from the 
Ohio valley of some decidedly low prices 
having beea accepted by mills in that sec- 
tion for nearby shipment. 

Where the buyer had to have flour, it 
was not so difficult to sell it, but it has 
been useless to offer flour down for the 
purpose of selling it; the demand was not 
there. It has not been a question of price 
at any time, but a question of finding a 
buyer. 

There have been reports of winter 
wheat straights, July shipment, being 
sold at $4.50, and even lower. Low-grade 
winters have been dull and weak from 
about $2.75 in sacks up to about $8.75 in 
wood. Winter patents have been weak, 
and there has been only a small demand 
at_decided concessions in price. 

Kansas flour is no better off for demand 
than winters or springs. Sellers have 
been trying to get around $5 for so-called 
patents or straights in sacks, but unless 
there was an actual shortage in the re- 
quirements for the time being, it was al- 
inost impossible to sell the flour, except- 
ng at concessions which seemed impossi- 

1e, 
DECISION FAVORS MILLERS 


The interstate commerce commission 
has handed down a very important deci- 
sion, in favor of the flour millers and 
against the Pennsylvania Railroad. The 
Pennsylvania Railroad had refused to give 
the milling-in-transit privilege to a mill 
at Harrisburg. The decision is that what 
the railroads accord to one industry they 
must also accord to all others of the same 
class on its system. 

_The controversy was between W. J. 
Kosch & Co. of Philadelphia and the 
Pennsylvania Railroad. They had spent 
a good many thousand dollars on their 
mill at Harrisburg, but it was never run, 
owing to the refusal of the railroad to 
grant the milling-in-transit privilege. The 
case Was very similar to that of the At- 
lantic flour mills, which had spent $700,- 
000 on its building at Philadelphia, but 
could not he run at a profit, owing to the 
refusal of the milling-in-transit privilege. 
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The decision holds that ‘‘Shippers are 
not entitled, asa matter of right, to mill 
grain in transit and forward the milled 
product under the through rate in force 
on grain from the point of origin to the 
place of ultimate destination, but allow- 
ance of the privilege by a carrier to ship- 
pers in one section must be without 
wrongful prejudice to the rights of ship- 
pers in another section served by its line.’’ 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


The official estimate of the Argentine 
corn crop was cabled this week at 137,000,- 
000 bus, against 128,C00,000 last year. 

The opening of navigation is not expect- 
ed to have much influence on the local 
wheat situation, other than as it results 
in weakness west, by the movement of 
wheat to congested points. 

The severe weather which prevailed over 
the eastern sections of the country this last 
week had not, so far as recent returns go, 
resulted in any serious damage, or in fact 
any damage to the wheat crop. 

The New York state canals will be 
opened on May 4, at noon. Work in con- 
nection with the first contracts for the 
barge canal is being pushed, but of course 
it will be two or three years before it is 
complete. 

Owing to the very high pier rentals, and 
difficulty of getting sufficient accommoda- 
tions, the Havre service of the French Line 
is going to Jersey, and there are rumors 
that some of the other big steamship com- 
panies may also get accommodations on 
the Jersey shore. 

May wheat has broken tothe lowest 
prices since last year, under the general 
demoralization which has prevailed in the 
May delivery here and at the west. The 
contract stock of wheat here is about 200,- 
000 bus and it does not appear to be want- 
ed. It is claimed that the mills own this 
wheat, but that has not disturbed the 
shorts. 

Flour was very weak and almost unsala- 
ble on Saturday. The situation has been 
very disheartening to buyers, who have 
looked at the July delivery at Minneapo- 
lis, and because that held up, have bought 
high-priced flour when they never could 
have been induced to buy but for the 
manipulation in July. The result is that 
a great many dealers are loaded with 
high-priced flour just on this account. 

The corn market is in a very curious 


. position at New York. There are nearly 


a million bushels of various grades of con- 
tract corn here, yet only a very small 
amount of it is available for delivery on 
contracts. The reason for this is that the 
corn has been brought here on an export 
rate and it costs in the neighborhood of 7c 
per bu to make it ‘‘domestic,’’ so that the 
corn here can be Jaid down in Europe for a 
lower price than it can be delivered on 
New York contracts. This is one of the 
advantages of the present railroad rates. 


A. L. RUSSELL. 





Baltimore 


Special Correspondence 


The flour trade of the week was prob- 
ably the dullest that has been experienced 
in a long while. The declining wheat 
market, the Jewish holidays and the clos- 
ing week of the Lenten season, all helped 
to make an already dull market duller 
than ever. Thesmall business done was 
again at some special bargain price and 
even then buyers only took flour when 
absolutely necessary. 

There is much flour now in this market 
which has been rejected for one cause or 
another and is being offered at below mill 
prices or holders are soliciting bids for it, 
and this is producing a very depressing 
effect. 

It is difficult to quote accurately, as 
prices are more or less nominal, mills no 
doubt being willing to accept reductions 
if any quantity were wanted; but buyers 
are shy to make offers in the present con- 
dition of the market. 

The sales and offerings to the wholesale 
trade include spring patent, $5.75@6; 
spring straight, $5.50@5.75; spring clear, 
$4.05(@@4.30; hard winter patent, $5.25@ 
5.40; hard winter straight, $5.10@5.25 
‘hard winter clear, $3.80@4.05; winter 
patent, $5.45@5.60; winter straight, $4.90 





@5.05; winter clear, $4.70@4.85, all per 196 
lbs, in wood. 

City mills report a fair bome trade for 
bow week. Their output was about 5,000 

Ss. 

The clearances of flour from Baltimore 
for the week were 22,636 bbls; receipts, 
also principally for shipment, 19,990. 

The exports of flour from Baltimore 
for the week were: Hamburg, 13,071 
bbls; Belfast, 7,086; Liverpool, 841; Nas- 
sau, 22; Port Antonio, 10; Bremerhaven, 
898, and coastwise, 708. 


NOTES 


James A. Clark, chairman of the execu- 
tive committee of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, has returned froma four-weeks’ 
visit to Florida. 

J.C. Enright, general manager of the 
Geo. Tileston Milling Co., St. Cloud, 
Minn., and _ president of the Melrose 
(Minn.) Milling Co., accompanied by his 
local agent, James L. Owens of Washing- 
ton, D. C., was in Baltimore during the 
week visiting the local trade. 

Secretary Wroth, of the Chamber of 
Commerce, has received a notification 
from Secretary George A. Stebbins of the 
Grain Dealers’ National Association, to 
the effect that the annual convention of 
this organization will be held at Niaga- 
ra Falls June 2 and 3. The request is 
made that a large delegation be sent to 
the meeting from Baltimore. 

WILLIAM E. BAITZELL. 

Baltimore, Md., April 24. 





Boston 


Special Correspondence 


The decline of several cents per bushel 
in the price of wheat had a depressing ef- 
fect upon the flour situation, and the week 
closed dull and easier. 

The tone was weak at all times and mill 
agents found it almost impossible to make 
sales even at the low range quoted by some 
of the country mills. 

A slow, draggy trade prevailed, the de- 
mand being practically at a standstill, the 
low prices quoted, instead of having any 
improved effect upon the views of buyers, 
rather causing the trade to hold off, for 
fear of a further decline in prices. 

There is a good supply of flour on the 
inarket at the present time, and resales of 
standard brands have been made at prices 
which made the mill quotation seem all 
out of line. The effect is shown in the 
curtailment of business done with the 
mill direct. Again rumors of low prices 
named for future shipment placed the 
prospective flour buyer in a position where 
he was kept guessing. 

Until stocks of flour now carried by the 
jobbing trade become reduced to a materi- 
al extent, no activity in the demand can 
be expected. The demand from retailers 
still drags along from day to day, and is 
not so large as it should be. The retail 
price is still maintained ata high range, 
so that the consumer buys only in small 
quantities. The trade is taking more 
largely to the one-eighth-sack than ever 
before. 

The best grades of Minneapolis trade 
patents are nominally quoted at $6. 25@6.35 
per bbl, but a bid of 10c less would be ac- 
cepted. Country patents generally are 
held around $6.25 per bbl, but during the 
week there were several good patents of- 
fered at $6@6.10 per bbl while reputable 
brands in a few instances were offered at 
$5.90 per bbl, in wood. 

Kansas hard wheat patents were slow 
of sale at $5.60@5.75 per bbl, in wood and 
$5.25@5.30 in jute, while offers for ship- 
ment during July and August were made 
at nearly $1 per bbl less. 

In soft winter wheat flours there was 
little change. The demand was quiet, but 
millers held prices firm, especially on pat- 
ents. There was a wide range quoted on 
clears and straights, depending ina great 
measure upon the reputation and location 
of the mill. Some grades of clear were 
quoted down to $4.90 per bbl, but the gen- 
eral asking quotation was $5, and from 
that up to $5.25, while straights were quot- 
ed all the way from $5.10@5.35 per bbl. 
Patents from all sections ranged at $5.60(@ 
5.75 per bbl, with $5.65 an outside selling 
price. 

NOTES 


Horace Cook of this city returned Sat- 
urday from a two-months’ trip to the 
Mediterranean. 

John W. Cox returned this week from 
an extended tour of the Continent occupy- 
ing several months. 

Howard M. Biscoe, for several years for- 
eign freight agent of the Boston & Albany 
Railroad in this city and one of the best- 
informed railroad men in the business, 
has been appointed traffic manager of the 
same railroad, to succeed H. B. Chapin, 
who has resigned to go into the banking 
business. Lucien H. Peters, chief clerk in 
the foreign freight office, has been promot- 
ed to the vacancy caused by the advance- 
ment of Mr. Biscoe. 


Boston, April 24. L. W. DE PAss. 
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Philadelphia 


Special Correspondence 


Trade in flour during the last week was 
slow and unsatisfactory and the market 
was weak and unsettled in sympathy with 
the decline in wheat. The mills in many 
cases made some revision of limits, but 
did little business, as second-hand stocks 
were available at relatively cheap prices. 

Transactions in spring patent were 
mostly at $5.75@5.85 per 196 lbs in wood 
for good to choice brands and stencils lim- 
ited at higher figures were generally neg- 
lected by buyers. Clear and straight were 
dull and largely nominal at $3.75(@4.50 as 
to quality for the former and at $5.25@5.60 
for the latter, both per 196 lbs in wood. 

Offerings of Kansas flour were not large, 
but demand was very slow and prices were 
barely steady at $4.30@4.60 for clear, $5@ 
5.15 for straight, and $5.25@5.45 for patent, 
all per 196 lbs in sacks. 

Winters were not in large supply, but de- 
mand was slow and offerings were ample. 
Pennsylvania straight sold generally at $5 
per 196 lbs in wood, but there were excep- 
tional transactions above and below this 
rate. Choice western straight was common- 
ly held at $5.10@5.15 per 196 Ibs in wood, 
but found few buyers as the latter were 
generally giving preference to the cheaper 
nearby product. Winter patent was neg- 
lected and largely nominal at $5.20@5.40 
per 196 lbs in wood. 

The city mills report a slow trade with 
no important change in prices. 


NOTES 


The Trans-Atlantic Line steamer East 
Point, which ran aground in the Delaware 
river Sunday, was floated without dam- 
age, and proceeded to London. 

W. G. Gooding, manager of the W. J. 
Jennison Co., Minneapolis, and H. S&S. 
Lewis, manager of the Mapleton (Minn.) 
Milling Co., were visitors on ’change last 
week. 

John B. Thayer, fifth vice-president of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, in charge of 
the freight traffic of the company, will 
testify before the Senate committee on in- 
terstate commerce, charged with making 
an exhaustive inquiry into the subject of 
government regulation of freight rates. 

SAMUEL S. DANIELS. 

Philadelphia, April 24. 


New Orleans 


Special Correspondence 


Flour trade continues unsatisfactory 
and dull, with quotations varying 10@30c 
per bbl. Quotations are difficult to get 
at, as mills were making all kinds of con- 
cessions to effect sales toward the close of 
the week. 

Now that the May wheat deal is a thing 
of history, it is expected that trade will 
pick up as consumers usually lay in their 
old wheat flour, to mix with the new 
wheat, in May. 

Quotations today per bbl of 196 lbs in 
98-lb cotton or 140-lb jute bags follow: 





Hard spring patents..... ...........6. $5.10@5.40 
TD a5 cbse sh aneeasva ues 4.90@5.00 
asi a'gnc se alahs 40 99 8000 ss0e ae Not wanted 

Hard winter patents..................- 4.60@4.95 
ins cao bake on0scn obese oxer.once 4.25@4.40 
ee 

Soft winter patents.................... 5.00@5.75 
I RN Each aigin's asl 0d kia wowisce cise 4.75@4.85 
me 


Millfeed market showed an easier feel- 
ing and quotations are down 1@1¢c per 
100 lbs from last week. Demand is nor- 
mal. Following are the quotations per 
100 lbs today: ILllinois soft wheat bran, 
84@86c in 175-lb bags, 85@861¢ in 100-lb 
bags; hard wheat bran, 84@85c in 100-lb 
bags. 

Trade in oats is quiet, with stock on 
hand ample for present requirements. 
Receipts amounted to ten cars. Quota- 
tions on today’s close follow: No. 2 
white, 35@351gc; No. 2 white, clipped, 36@ 
3614gc; No. 2 mixed, 341¢(@34%4c. 

Receipts of corn show a considerable 
falling off, only 149 cars being received, 
against 297 last week. Quotations range 
as follows: No. 2 mixed, 52@52%c; No. 
2 yellow, 53@53!gc; No. 2 white, 52%;@58c. 
There is a good deal of off-grade stuff 
that can be had for 45@S84c. 

Exports were 60,000 bus of No. 2 mixed; 
81,965 of No. 2 yellow; 50,147 of No. 2 
white. 







NOTES 


The steamship’ Louisiana of the South- 
ern Pacific Line, which sank at her wharf 
three weeks ago, has been abandoned by 
the insurance companies and will not be 
raised. 

Nicholas Burke, one of New Orleans’ 
pioneer wholesale grocerymen, and a 
steamboat man of ante-bellum days, died 
in the the afternoon of April 21, at 3:45 
o’clock. Mr. Burke was born in Ireland 
some seventy years ago, and emigrated 
to this country when a lad of twenty 
years. He leaves a wife and four grown 
children. 

H. T. LAWLER, JR. 

New Orleans, April 22. 
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The cold, dry weather of the past two 
weeks has certainly had an adverse effect 
on the wheat crop, reports coming from 
‘different sections to that effect. 

H. M. Fow!ds & Son, grain dealers, 
Hastings, write as follows: ‘*Fall wheat is 
looking very bad; in some places it is 
killed entirely and farmers are plowing it 
up. One farmer was in today for spring 
wheat seed to sow in place of fall. Out- 
look very bad unless we get warmer 
weather and warm rain.”’ 

J. Knox & Co., millers, Stayner, write: 
‘*Farmers in this section say fall wheat 
that looked splendid two weeks ago is be- 
ing rapidly killed by the cold, dry winds 
which prevail.’’ 

J.I. A. Hunt of Hunt Bros., London, 
who called here Wednesday, says that the 
fields of fall wheat between here and 
Stratford present a very different appear- 
ance from the last time he was down, 
many of them looking very brown and 
yellow. Heis of the opinion, however, 
that the roots are not hurt, and with sea- 
sonable weather the plants will quickly 
revive. ; 

These are samples of the reports which 
are coming to hand. The general feeling 
is that no serious damage has been done 
and farmers are premature in plowing up 
wheat. The very sharp frost Friday night 
would no doubt have done material in- 
jury were it not fortunately preceded by 
a nice rain Thursday nignt, followed by a 
fall of a couple of inches of snow which 
would protect the wheat plant to a cer- 
tain extent. 

In spite of this condition of affairs, the 
offerings of Ontario wheat have contin- 
ued better than the demand and prices 
have declined during the week. Millers 
have dropped their bids to a dollar a 
bushel, but as only an occasional car has 
been procurable at that figure, the price 
of flour remains unchanged at last week’s 
reduction. 

The demand for flour is not active and 
the business has been somewhat of a holi- 
day character. The sharp drop in the Chi- 
cago May wheat the last half of the week 
induced the buyers to hold off, hoping for 
a corresponding reduction in price of 
Canadian flour. 

The buyers in the Maritime Provinces 
watch the Chicago market very closely 
and are greatly influenced in their views 
of values by the fluctuations there. Why 
it should be so is a mystery, as when one 
considers the tariff wall between the two 
countries is such as to make the export 
of Canadian flour to the United States 
practically prohibitory and with the price 
of American wheat so high above Cana- 
dian, the Canadian tariff has been in fact 
just as prohibitory against the importa- 
tion of any United States flour. 


ARBITRATIONS 


Two arbitrations involving questions of 
great importance have lately been held un- 
der the rules of the Toronto Board of 
Trade. One by an Ontario miller against 
a Toronto grain dealer on account of about 
3,000 bus of Manitoba wheat going out of 
condition, part of a lot of 10,000 bus in the 
elevator purchased last December and paid 
for on ships’ bill-of-lading. 

The majority of the arbitrators decided 
that the miller bad failed to establish his 
claim on the following grounds: _ first, 
that the sale was asaleon sample; second, 
that the evidence failed to establish that 
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the wheat delivered at the time of deliver 

was not equal tothesamplesold on; third, 
that it was the buyer’s duty to determine 
on delivery whether wheat delivered was 
equal to sample sold on and in any event 
objections taken to quality of delivery 
three months after pape | was too late. 

The chairman of the arbitrators stated 
that there was a question of principle in- 
volved and the matter was one of such 
great importance to the trade, that if there 
were any means of appealing from the de- 
cision, he thought the parties should be 
allowed to do so. 

The third arbitrator adopted the unusual 
course of making a minority report, fol- 
lowing the course frequently adopted in 
our high courts, of one or more judges 
presenting their opinion dissenting from 
the finding of the majority and gives the 
following reasons for holding the award 
should be in favor of the miller: first, ac- 
cording to the letters of both parties con- 
firming sale, the sale was 10,000 bus scoured 
wheat like sample; second, the certificates 
of the government inspector showed that 
of the 10,000 bus wheat delivered about 3,- 
000 bus was tough wheat and the remain- 
der scoured or dried wheat; third, that 
the seller did not supply 10,000 bus scoured 
wheat as sold; fourth, seller did not sup- 
ply wheat like sample sold on, because the 
tough wheat in the small sample would be 
dried out when received by buyer and 
therefore the bulk wheat supplied could 
not possibly be dry as the sample sold on; 
fifth, the tough wheat was the cause of 
the wheat going out of condition, the evi- 
dence showing that scoured wheat is not 
liable to go out of condition; sixth, that 
seller not supplying wheat according to 
contract is estopped from claiming time 
has elapsed within which buyer should 
have refused to accept the wheat as filling 
the sale. 

In the other arbitration, one question 
involved was whether the sale of five cars 
of grain was complete by the delivery of 
three cars containing 3,333 bus, which 
made a large enough quantity to complete 
the sale. A carload of heavy grain under 
the rules of the Toronto Board of Trade is 
40,000 Ibs. 

The decision was, that in order to fill 
contract, five cars must be delivered. This 
is based on the possibility of the buyer 
having sold the five cars to several parties, 
making it necessary to have the full num- 
ber in order to fulfill his obligations. 

It is said that a similar question has 
been decided by arbitration in Winnipeg 
the opposite way under the rules of the 
Winnipeg Board of Trade. This provers 
is owing to the fact that most of the wheat 
sold there goes into elevators at Ft. Will- 
iam, and as long as they get the quantity 
bought, the number of carloads is of less 
importance. 

NOTES 


W. H. Taylor of the T. H. Taylor Co., 
Ltd., Chatham, during a visit to the city 
last week reported a steady demand for 
flour. He finds winter wheat very scarce, 
the dealers from whom he usually buys, 
not being willing to sell at $1.02. 

Wellington Hay of Hay Bros., Listowel, 
says that they are entirely sold out of 
winter wheat, not having a carload at 
any of their points. In fact, he doubts if 
they have 1,000 bus all told, although they 
have fifteen or twenty buying points. 
They are also sold out of oats and are 
peas lorry cleaned out of grain of all 

inds. 

J.J. Daley, manager of the Collingwood 
elevator, Collingwood, reports the first 
cargo of corn for his elevator was detained 
several days trying to get through the 
ice at the Straits of Mackinaw. He con- 
tidently expects to have at least two car- 
goes of corn there within a couple of 
days, as the first vessel arrived Saturday 
and will have her cargo discharged by to- 
night. 

J. D. Flavelle of the Flavelle Milling 
Co., Lindsay, who lately made a business 
trip to New York, reports that while he 
was able to place a few cars of flour for 
export, the outlook for the export busi- 
uess for this fallis not very bright. He 
finds Kansas mills are already offering 
their flour for August or September ship- 
ment at much below current prices, bas- 
ing their quotations on the present favor- 
able outlook fora large crop of wheat in 
Kansas. 


W. H. Stevens, president of the Canada 
Flour Mills Co., Chatham, spent Thurs- 
day in the city. He says that the prospects 
for a large crop of winter wheat in the 
neighborhood of both his Chatham and 
Blenheim mills, are the best for years and 
although the weather of late has not been 
favorable, he hopes that the early promise 
will be realized. The company has been 
devoting a large portion of its attention 
to the export trade, running its Blenheim 
mill entirely on Manitoba for export, the 
fall wheat in that neighborhood having 
been an entire failure last year. It finds 
the margin in export business so small 
that it intends to devote more attention 
to the domestic trade and is taking steps 
to increase its business in the eastern 
markets. 

CHARLES B. WATTS. 


Montreal 
Special Correspondence 


There has been no special feature in the 
local flour situation during the week. 
The cutting of prices for spring wheat 
grades referred to last week has only been 
in odd cases, as the market since has ruled 
fairly steady, in spite of the weakness in 
wheat and the sharp decline in prices, es- 
pecially at American centers. 

The demand from local and country buy- 
ers has been a little better and now that 
the country roads are getting into better 
condition and river navigation has about 
opened up for the season, the general im- 
pression among the trade is that there 
should be a steady improvement from now 
on. 

There is no change in the position of the 
market for Ontario winter wheat flour 
and dealers in these brands do not antici- 
pate any, as the offerings from millers are 
limited, which indicates that they are not 
anxious sellers at present prices owing to 
the scarcity of winter wheat. 

There has been no improvement in the 
demand over the cable for spring wheat 
grades outside of that from South Africa, 
and sales of 10,000 to 2,000 sacks have taken 
place for shipment to that country by the 
first direct vessel sailing from here in May. 
Cable advices from London Saturday re- 
ported the market quiet and steady, with 
Canadian spring wheat patents quoted at 
29s 6d@30s 6d. 

MORE NEW FLOUR MILLS 


The Lake of the Woods Milling Co. made 
an important announcement last week. 
The company will practically triple its 
present capacity by the erection of a big 
mill in Montreal, and a new mill in Win- 
nipeg. 

The Montreal mill will have a capacity 
of 4,000 bbls and the Winnipeg mill a ca- 
pacity of 5,000 bbls. At the present time 
the company is in a position to turn out 
about 5,000 bbls daily, so that the total 
output, when the proposed new mills are 
in operation, will be 14,000 bbls. 

The company expects to have the plans 
for the two new mills completed by June 
1. It is expected that electric power will 
be used to operate both. 


BIG MILLING DEAL 


It is understood that strong financial in- 
terests contemplate the formation of a 
company witha capital of $10,000,000 to 
$12,000,000, for the purpose of building 
from three to five hundred elevators 
throughout the Canadian northwest. 
These elevators are to be of modern type, 
possessing the greatest possible facilities 
for farmers. It is understood that this 
company will be allied with the Ogilvie 
interests. 

It is also proposed to erect_one or possi- 
bly two large flour mills in Great Britain, 
the whole to be under.the direction of F. 
W. Thompson, vice-president and manag- 
ing director of the Ogilvie Flour Mills 
Co., Ltd. 


OCEAN GRAIN FREIGHTS 


The tone of the market for ocean grain 
freights has ruled about steady and rates 
show little change, as compared with 
those of a week ago. There has beena 
slight improvement in the demand and 
especially so from local exporters for oats 
room and engagments for 100,000 to 150,000 
bus have been made at 10d@1s to Lon- 
don and at 1s 14@1s 3d to Avonmouth. 
There has also been a better demand for 








heavy grain and on the whole a more ac- 
tive business has been done. A fair 
amount of business has been put through 
in ocean flour space on western account, 
but the demand for room from Canadian 
millers has so far been limited, the only 
engagements reported being for the first 
direct vessel sailing from here to South 
Africa about the middle of May. 

Asking rates on grain are quoted as fol- 
lows: Liverpool, 10!gd@1s, May; London, 
1s, May and June; Glasgow, 104d, May; 
Avonmouth, 1s 3d; Belfast, 1s 9d, June; 
Leith, 1s 94, May; Aberdeen, 2s 3d; Car- 
diff, 1s 6d; Manchester, 1s 3d; Antwerp, 
1s 144d; Havre, 2s. 

Asking rates on flour are quoted as fol- 
lows: Liverpool, 6s 6d, per ton; Glasgow, 
%s 6d; London, 6s 3d; Bristol, 9c per 100 
lbs; Belfast, 10s 6d, per ton; Leith, 1s; 
Aberdeen, 11s 38d; Dublin, 11s; Manchies- 
ter, 7s 6d; Antwerp, 9c per 100 lbs, and 
Havre, 11s 3d, per ton. 


THOMAS S: Bark. 
Montreal, April 24. 


Manitoba 


Special Correspondence 


Herbert Spencer’s famous theory of ‘he 
equilibration of forces is receiving 1: -w 
demonstration in the state of the flour 
market of Manitoba at the present tine. 
Nothing could exceed the steadiness \ ith 
which the influences which surround ‘/ie 
market exactly balance one another. If 
there are some which seem to indicate + vat 
flour should be cheaper there are ot) rs 
which exert their force in the opposite <i- 
rection, and the net result is a market 
which is remarkable for its steadiness. 

The determining factor is, of course, ‘he 
very excellent demand which is every- 
where quite visible. The domestic mar:ct 
is at present more than sufficiently Jarze 
to take care of all the flour which millers 
have to offer, while outside of the circum- 
ference of this home demand there is ‘he 
steady call for Manitoba brands which 
comes from eastern Canada, and fartilicr 
out again is the foreign demand comiig 
from South Africa, the West Indies, and 
Japan. Almost all of the present make is 
being taken up at home, as might be sup- 
posed when the demand is so good. 

Millers are having the usual trouble to 
keep up their supplies of wheat. At least 
some millers are having such trouble. 
The larger ones are well enough supplied 
for the time being, but the small mill 
which has no elevator system of its own 
is not so well circumstanced. 

The opening of navigation at Fort \Wil- 
liam and Port Arthur, which has almost 
been accomplished, will start the shipping 
season, when the exact state of affairs 
with respect to stocks ought to appear. It 
will not be many weeks until the last 
remnants of last year’s crop will have 
been cleaned up either by conversion into 
flour or shipment to other places. 

Best patent flours are selling here today 
in a jobbing way at $2.95 per sack of {8 
lbs, seconds at $2.75, thirds at $2.50 and 
lower grades from $2.15 downwards. 
These prices are all subject toa regular 
trade discount of 10c per sack. 

Manitoba wheat was very dull throug): 
out the week, but it had this quality that 
it did not follow the American declines 
very willingly and was surprisingly strous 
at times in the face of declines in file 
larger markets. There is a good cash de 
mand all the time, but none of the holders 
is willing to let go. The general opinion 
seems to be that there is good money !!) 
the wheat at present prices. There oug!it 
to be. 

Lake ‘navigation, when it opens, as ‘| 
should in a few days now, will supply : 
great stimulus to the wheat market. A‘! 
reports from the lake front say that the 
ice is going very fast and that vessels m.\) 
now be seen skirting the outer edge 
the ice field at Thunder Bay, within ea 
distance of the shore. The ice is all ot 
of the Kaministiquia river so that wh:' 
the bay opens vessels. should have 1 
difficulty in reaching the big elevato:s 
which are strung along that stream... | 

Current prices for Manitoba wheat 
this market are as follows: No. 1 nort’ 
ern, 93c; No. 2 northern, 89c; No. 3 nor't 
ern, 8314c; No. 4, extra, 75c; No. 4 whee', 
7334c, No. 5 wheat, 64c; and feed grad 
56@58c, spot or April delivery. Int! 
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option market future delivery closed at 
April 9144¢; May, 92%c; July, 94%{c; and 
October, 803(¢, all prices being on basis in 
store Fort William or Port Arthur. 


WHEAT SEEDING 


So far as can be judged from the reports 
to hand today the work of getting in the 
wheat crop of western Canada progresses 
favorably In the more westerly parts 
many of the farmers are through, and 
have been fer some days. In central and 
eastern Manitoba the work progresses 
more slowly. The weather has been some- 
what cool and farmers complain that the 
frost is not out of the ground far enough 
to permit seeding. As_ the weather is 
milder now perhaps this difficulty will 
have been removed by the time this cor- 
respondence reaches the reader. 

[t will not take long to finish the work 
when it is once properly under way. So 
far as can be: learned by careful inquiry 
the increase in area under wheat will con- 
srably exceed ten per cent. That means 
2» area of something over 4,000,000 acres. 
(here is remarkably little water upon 

- surface of the ground this spring as 
smpared with other recent years. The 
ivers are scarcely above their normal 
ummer level. Asa general rule there is 
m 10 to 15 feet more water in the rivers 
‘this time than is the case this year. 
‘hether this will have any bearing upon 
the crop situation remains to be seen. 


THE NEW MILL PROJECT 


\s stated in telegram last week, The 
Northern Elevator Co. will this year erect 
a arge flour mill at Winnipeg. The new 
mill will have a capacity of 3,000 bbls per 
day and will cost $250,000. It will employ 

(men. In connection with the mill an 
levator of 250,000 bus capacity will be 
uilt. 

it is intended that the mill will be ready 
» time to grind some of this year’s crop. 
The capital necessary for the prosecution 
of this enterprise will be put up by present 
members of the company. No new capital 
will be taken in. Thecompany isa wealthy 
one and should be amply able to take care 
of such a scheme. 

A number of new elevators will be put up 

t country points this year by this same 
company. 
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NOTES 


During the last inspection week 400 cars 
of wheat passed the official inspector at 
Winnipeg. 

The authorities at Fort William are en- 
deavoring to have the Dominion govern- 
ment send its icebreaker from the Soo to 
Thunder Bay for the purpose of opening a 
channel into that port. This would proba- 
bly anticipate the opening of navigation 
by at least a few days. 

Work on the new flour mill which is to 
be erected at Treherne, Man., replacing 
one burned some time ago, is under way. C. 
Weichman, the proprietor, expects to be 
ready for business again by fall. He 
is receiving assistance from the munici- 
pality towards the erection of this mill. 

The citizens of Pilot Mound, Man., con- 
firm the report that they are desirous of 
having a mill established at that point. 
They have been negotiating with Curry & 


Dow, the local oatmeal millers, with this © 


end in view. The proposal is that this firm 
shall erect a flour mill in connection 
with its present plant. Definite arrange- 
ments of some kind should be announced 
shortly. 

The Lake of the Woods Milling Co. has 
announced here that it will build a 5,000- 
bbl mill at Winnipeg this year. The plans 
are to be ready by June. It has been 
known for some time in the trade here 
that this company contemplated such a 
move and the announcement is shorn of 
some of its element of surprise on that ac- 
count, but the information is none the less 
pleasing and Winnipeg is congratulating 
itself upon the addition of another impor- 
tant mill to its already fairly long list of 
manufacturing industries.” 

_ It seems that there is a hitch in the deal 
between the town of Fort Francis and the 
Backus syndicate. The power people 
would like to modify the terms of the 
agreement so as to limit the town to 4,000 
h p. as its portion of the total capacity to 
be developed at that point, -eaadbes of the 
fifty per cent which it is expecting to get. 
The change which the company desires 
has been embodied in a bill which is now 
before the senate at Ottawa. The town is 
sending a Gagutasion to have the bill killed 
if possible. In the meantime work on the 


dam proceeds. 
A. H. BAILry. 
Winnipeg, Man., April 24. 





Globe Milling Co., Perham, Minn: 
Wheat seeding in this vicinity is nearly 
completed. The acreage is about the same 
as last year. While we believe the cold 
weather did no damage to the early-sown 
wheat, there are some complaints to that 
effect. Wheat deliveries very light. About 
five per cent of the crop remains in farm- 
ers’ hand and that will not be marketed 
until June or July. Flour trade is ‘‘rot- 
ten.’? Demand for milifeed is satisfactory. 
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BAKERY NEWS 


The Frank Goetz Baking Co., New Ha- 
ven, Conn.. is to increase its capital stock 
from $25,000 to $35,000. 

The Wessels Co., Danbury, Conn., has 
been incorporated with $10,000 capital 
stock, to make and handle bakery supplies. 

Latest prices quoted to Minneapolis bak- 
ers on winter flour are $4.65 per bbl in 140- 
lb jute for turkey Kansa's patent, and $5.10 
for high quality and.granular patent. 

A Moscow, Russia, press dispatch says: 
The price of bread has trebled as the result 
of the strike of 12,000 bakers. Only mu- 
nicipal ovens are working. It is feared 
the struggle will be protracted, although 
the masters are willing to grant consider- 
able concessions. 


The Parrott-Conner Baking Co. of In- 
dianapolis, Ind., has been re-incorporated, 
under the name of Miller-Parrott Baking 
Co., to operate bakeries at Terre Haute 
and Indianapolis. Miller Brothers, bakers 
of Terre Taute, formerly of the National 
Biscuit Co., have become interested. 

The Russell-Spaulding Co. of New York 
has in process of erection a new bakery 
building on Exchange street in that city. 
In it will be combined the work now done 
at two factories on Court street and Vestal 
avenue. The plant will be a model one 
both in arrangement and equipment. It 
will be ready for occupancy late in the 
summer. 

John F. Ruger, Lafayette, Ind: We 
have noted no diminution whatever in the 
consumption of bread in the present crop 
year; volume of trade is above that of last 
season at this time. Possibly Kansas flour 
is gaining some as to ratio of consump- 
tion here, on account of the poor wheat in 
the northwest. In this locality, only jute 
and 98-lb cotton sacks are used as flour 
packages. Have given the question of 
bleached flour little attention so far. 

It is stated that the National Biscuit 
Co. will show a very substantial increase 
in gross sales for the first quarter of its 
fiscal year, which ends April 30. The 
profit derived therefrom is understood to 
now show relatively better margin than 
a year ago. The management has com- 
pletely adjusted the business to an appar- 
ently stable condition of high prices for 
raw materials without having found it 
necessary to advance prices of its staple 
goods. 

H. Korn Baking Co., Davenport, Iowa: 
We have noted a diminution in the con- 
ar of bread on the 1904 crop, inas- 
much as our business has not increased at 
the same ratio it has in other years. We 
attribute this first to the high price of 
flour; second, to the cheap price of pota- 
toes, more of them being consumed; and 
third, to the poor quality of a good many of 
the standard brands of northern flour. Do 
not know of any special kind of flour mak- 
ing gains in consumption. We use only 
northern spring wheat flours, and have 
used only two cars of Kansas flour since 
September. We do not use barrels; we 
have our own strong cotton 98-lb sacks. 
Have had no experience with bleached 
flour. 

Henry Metz, proprietor Vienna Bakery, 
Sioux City, Iowa: We have noticed a de- 
cided falling off in the consumption of 
bread in the last eight months and attrib- 
ute same to the high price of flour and 
cheap vegetables. Consumers of bread 
have replaced same with potatoes and 
other cheap vegetables. It has looked to 
us as though, in the last five years, south- 
western hard wheat flour had been mak- 
ing the largest gains in trade, though 
northwestern flour has also made some 
headway. The grade of hard wheat flour 
from the southwest has improved wonder- 
fully in quality of late years, and I believe 
this to be the cause of its increasing popu- 
larity. Believe barrels are being used to 
a less extent than a year ago. 


THE PRICE OF BREAD 


‘*We have had our fill of advancing the 
retail price of bread above 5c per loaf,” 
said the manager of a large Minneapolis 
bakery. ‘‘We have reason to recall what 
this sort of thing did for us during the 
Leiter wheat deal. Wheat was then way 
up in the air, and at the urgent solicita- 
tion of other local bakers, we agreed to 
the proposition of making the price of 
eek 6c instead of 5c. Do you know, this 
created a big row. Consumers kicked to 
vrocers and other retailers, and they in 
turn fell on us. The grocers did not try 
to explain to consumers that the high 
price was necessarily a result of the in- 
creased cost of flour, but simply charged 
it all up tothe greedy baker! What hap- 
pened? Why, in the five weeks that 6c was 
charged, we lost 40 per cent of our bread 
business. There were some retailers who 
got mad and they have staid mad ever 
since and refused todo business with us. 
So you see, we have this year done every- 
thing else to offset the high cost of flour, 
except advance the price of bread. Among 
other things, we have stopped wrapping 
bread in fancy paper; quit giving grocers 


new and expensive show cases for bread; 
and cut off one or two delivery wagons, 
making somewhat less frequent deliver- 
ies. Then we have followed the advice of 
the Northwestern Miller and bought flour 
only as we needed it. Whenever there was 
a slump in prices, we put in a few weeks’ 
supply and then held off. By thus buying 
at low point, we have kept our cost of 
flour down pretty well.’’ 


RICE IN BREAD 


Replying to inquiries relative to the ex- 
istence of the ‘‘Never Stale Bread Co.,’’ 
with headquarters in Washington, D. C., 
the Bakers Supply World gives the follow- 
ing particulars: 

‘*The new process which claims to make 
bread that will never get stale, was en- 
tered in the patent office under the name 
of ‘rice bread’ which bet appropriately 
describes the process by which the bread 
is made. The principal feature of the 
new method is the use of rice in the pro- 
portion of one-tenth coarse rice to the 
weight of the flour used. The rice is spe- 
cially prepared for the purpose. The ab- 
sorptive qualities of rice allow for a large 
increase in the amount of water used in 
the dough, one pound of rice having a ca- 
pacity to absorb eight quarts of water. 
A user of the process writes to a German 
paper describing his experiences as fol- 
lows: ‘To bake one barrel of flour you 
have to cook twenty pounds of rice in for- 
ty gaHons of water; then drain the rice- 
water off, add another thirty-three gallons 
of water and cook the rice again; then 
drive the whole mass through a sieve and 
keep it until you can incorporate it in the 
dough.’ 

‘*In some instances sago, an article hav- 
ing the same absorbing qualities as rice, is 
used. When approached on this subject 
it is advisable to give the matter very 
careful consideration before paying for the 
privilege of putting rice or sago into 
bread.’’ 

TORONTO, CANADA 

A seven-acre site for a new bakery plant 
to be built this summer, has been pur- 
chased by the Nasmith Co., Ltd., of To- 
ronto, Canada, its present main plant be- 
ing overcrowded. This company has ten 
branches in Toronto and another bakery 
at St. Catharines and is understood to en- 
joy the largest cake trade in Canada, as 
well as a large business in bread. The 
business was established in 1844 by J. D. 
Nasmith, father of the present head of the 
concern. The son is president of the com- 
pany, but does not take so active part in 
its affairs. Three of the latter’s sons are 
active in the business; one as secretary, 
another as manager of the bread depart- 
ment and a third as branch inspector, 
while the fourth, who has already had 
practical experience in the business, is 
now taking a chemistry course to qualify 
for the position of chemist to the com- 
pany. J. Turnbull is vice-president and 
general manager. At present the flour re- 
quirements of this company amount to 
350 to 400 bbls per week. With the néw 
plant, this quantity will probably be ex- 
ceeded. Flour is bought direct from mills. 
J.D. Nasmith is a member of the execu- 
tive committee of the National Associa- 
tion of Master Bakers. 

GLASGOW, SCOTLAND 


The dullness in the flour trade is not 
confined to Glasgow. The quietness is 
pretty well spread over the country, and 
the only explanation I can give of the 
slackness is the want of money among 
the working classes. The flour importers 
of today have a harder task to make a liv- 
ing than their fathers had. In the old 
days the small bakers in Glasgow were 
numerous; there were hundreds who 
could every week or fortnight give out a 
fairly good order for flour. What is the 
case today? It is the large bakers upon 
whom the importers wait every day. In- 
deed, they tell me that they are fairly be- 
sieged by the sellers of flour. These ex- 
tensive bakers have quite put to the wall 
the ‘‘wee’’ bakers. In former times sellers 
of flour could always calculate upon mak- 
ing some sales every day, even although 
these were small, but now they will make 
calls at the big bakers and come back 
without booking a single order. ‘Uhere- 
fore it will be seen that while things now- 
a-days are done on a big scale there are 
many flour men who would welcome the 
times that their fathers had. 

NEW SOUTH WALES BAKERS 

Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, 
correspondence : 

Addresses of the principal master bak- 
ers’ associations are: Sydney & Suburban 
M. B. A.—Moore street, Sydney, W. G. 
Bradley sec’y. Melbourne and Suburban 
M. B. A.—Melbourne, A. Reith sec’y. 
Adelaide M. B. A.—Grenfell street, Ade- 
laide, R. W. Swan sec’y. Queensland M. 
B. A.—Elizabeth street, Brisbane, J. 
Dempsey, sec’y. New Zealand United M. 
B. A.—51 Riddiford street, Wellington, 
secretaryship vacant, as M. H. M’Carthy 
has just resigned. 
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IMPORTANT DECISION 


United States Supreme Court Declares 
Unconstitutional New York Law 
Regulating Work of Bakers 


In the case of Lochner vs. the State of 
New York, the United States supreme 
court has rendered a decision to the effect 
that the New York state law making ten 
hours a day’s work and sixty hours a 
week’s work in bakeries, is unconstitution- 
al. The opinion was by Justice Peckham. 
Justices Harlan, White, Day and Holmes 
dissented, and Justice Harlan declared 
that no more important decision had been 
rendered in the last century. The decision 
is based on the ground that the law inter- 
feres with the free exercise of the rights of 
contract between individuals. The court 
of appeals of New York state upheld the 
law sustaining the trial court. Judge 
Parker, ex-candidate for the presidency, 
wrote the opinion of the court of appeals 
supporting the law and the court divided, 
— to three, on the question of valid- 
ity. 

The law involved prescribes a ten-hour 
day and sixty hour week for employees in 
biscuit, bread or cake bakeries or confec- 
tionery establishments. Joseph Lochner, 
is a baker in the city of Utica and was 
found guilty of permitting an employee to 
work in his bakery more than sixty hours 
in a week and fined $50. He refused to 
plead to the indictment and judgment of 
conviction was entered and the case has 
gone through the courts on a demurrer 
denying the validity of the law. 

The decision deals entirely with the con- 
stitutionality question involved. Justice 
Peckham said that the law is not an act 
merely fixing the number of hours which 
shall constitute a legal day’s work, but an 
absolute prohibition on the employer per- 
mitting under any circumstances more 
than ten hours’ work to be done in his es- 
tablishment. Says he: ‘*The employee 
may desire to earn the extra money which 
would arise from his working more than 
the prescribed time, but this statute for- 
bids the employer from permitting the 
employee to earn it. It necessarily interferes 
with the right of contract between the 
employer and employees concerning the 
number of hours in which the latter may 
labor in the bakery of the employer. The 
general rights to make a contract in rela- 
tion to his business is part of the liberty 
of the individual protected by the four- 
teenth amendment to the federal consti- 
tution. Under that provision no state can 
deprive any person of life, liberty or prop- 
erty without due process of law. The 
right to purchase or sell labor is part of 
the liberty protected by this amendment, 
unless there are circumstances which ex- 
clude the right.”’ 

The justice, considering the point that 
the law should be sustained on the ground 
that it involved the exercise of police pow- 
ers for the protection of general health in 
the state, concluded that the present case 
did not fall within the police power. 

‘*The question whether this act is valid 
as a labor law pure and simple, may,’’ he 
said, ‘‘be dismissed in a few words. There 
is no reasonable ground for interfering 
with the liberty of persons or the right of 
free contract by determining the hours of 
labor in the occupation of a baker. Bak- 
ers are in no sense wards of the state. 
Viewed in the light of a purely labor law 
with no reference whatever to the question 
of health, we think that a law like the 
one before us involves neither the safety, 
the morals nor the welfare of the public 
and that the interest of the public is not 
in the slightest degree affected by such an 
act. 

“It isa question which of two powers 
or rights shall prevail—the power of the 
state to legislate or the right of the indi- 
vidual to liberty of person and freedom 
of contract. Te mere assertion that the 
subject relates to the public health does 
not necessarily render the enactment val- 
id. The act must have a more direct rela- 
tion as a means to an end and the end it- 
self must be appropriate and legitimate 
before an act can be held to be valid which 
interferes with the general right of an in- 
dividual to be free in his person and in 
his power to contract in relation to his 
own labor. We think he limit of the police 
power has been reached and passed in this 
case.”’ 

He quoted statistics to show that the 
trade of a baker is not an especially un- 
healthy one and said men could not be pre- 
vented from earning a living for their 
families. He concluded: ‘‘It seems to us 
that the real object and purpose was sim- 
ply to regulate the hours of labor between 
the master and his employees, all being 
men sui juris, in a private business, not 
dangerous in any degree to morals or in 
any real and substantial degree to the 
health of the employees. Under such cir- 
cumstances the frecdom of master and em- 
ployee to contract with each other in rela- 
tion to their employment and in defining 
the same, can not be prohibited or inter- 
fered with without violating the federal 
constitution.”’ 
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THE HOPPER 


Mr. Shaw, secretary of the treasury, and 
the brilliant senator from North Dakota, 
popularly known as ‘‘Hans’’ among his 
pot-house political friends in the north- 
west, have been having an argument by 
mail over the secretary’s action in allow- 
ing adrawback on imported grain used 
to make exported flour. The senator is la- 
boring under the hallucination that it is 
within the province of the secretary to 
refuse to millers the privilege that other 
manufacturers already possess and the 
law expressly grants. He seems to think 
that the rights conferred by the law should 
be extended only to a chosen and select 
few and that the secretary has authority 
to withold them at his option. This pecu- 
liar view of government undera republic 
is characteristic of the man and an index 
to his comprehension of tariff legisla- 
tion. Evidently a government by ad- 
ministrative process would be exactly to 
his liking, provided of course that his own 
constituents were invariably favored. 

A recent letter from the secretary to the 
senator contains the following argument: 

‘The reason I granted the drawback 
on flour was because the attorney general 
decided that the exporter of flour had the 
right thereto under the law. The reason I 
believe in the law is that it furnishes Eu- 
ropean market for some American wheat 
and does not affect the domestic market, 
for no Canadian wheat enters the Ameri- 
can market for consumption. Your par- 
allel between 80-cent wheat from Canada 
to be ground in the United States and a 
$30 coat from Canada to have buttons at- 
tached in the United States, is not, as you 
term it, a ‘deadly parallel,’ for the wheat 
enters the American market only to be 
ground and then exported, while the coat 
enters the American market for consump- 
tion. If the coat was to be exported after 
the buttons were attached, I should favor 
it, provided, as in the wheat case, a simi- 
lar coat could not be produced in the 
United States at a price that would justi- 
fy exportation. My reason would be that 
the drawback on the coat with American 
buttons attached would furnish employ- 
ment for the American button maker, 
and weuld not injure the American coat- 
maker, he being already barred from the 
foreign market. In fact it would prouba- 
bly benefit him, for the button maker 
would very likely buy an American-made 
coat.’’ 

Inspired by the appearance of the fore- 
going in the daily press, Mr. Espenschied, 
president of the Millers’ National Federa- 
tion, has written Secretary Shaw express- 
ing satisfaction at the position be has 
taken in the matter, congratulating him 
on the able manner in which be has met 
the prejudice which seems to exist in the 
minds of some against granting the draw- 
back privilege to millers and thanking 
him fer his action in the name of the 
members of the Federation. 

mK * 


Owing to a variety of causes, flour mill- 
ers in the United Kingdom for years had 
uphill work. In many cases they found 
it cheaper to buy flour than to grind it. 
Those that commanded a good trade gen- 
erally managed to hold their own, by hook 
or by crook, against adverse circum- 
stances. 

The marketing of flour is an entirely 
different operation in England from’ what 
it isin the United States. The English 
miller combines the business of a miller 
with that of flour jobber, as the term is 
understood in the United States. That is, 
he sells the bulk of his flour in open ac- 
count in small lots to bakers and small 
shops. Of late years, the situation of the 
English miller bas improved, and prob- 
ably 1904 has been the best year he has 
had for a generation, owing to the absence 
of American competition.* 

While regretting his own bad luck on 
this crop year, the average American mill- 
er will probably not begrudge his English 
colleague the wave of prosperity that has 
come to him after so many years. As an 
indication of what English mills have 
been doing, the balance sheet of an old 
established firm, The North Shore Mill 
Co., Ltd., is here given, and the Hopper 
congratulates Manager Cooper on the good 
showing made. It is the forty-eighth an- 
nual report ot the directors, and is as fol- 
lows: 

The directors beg to present the report 
and balance sheet for the year 1904, which, 
after fully providing for bad and doubtful 
debts, and paying debenture interest, 
shows a net profit of £28,959 9s 10d, and 
adding the amount brought forward from 
1903 ny £171 3s 9d, makes a total of £29,130 
18s 7d. 

The directors recommend the payment 
of a dividend of 5 per cent for the year 
free of income tax, which will absorb £8,- 
000; to transfer £13,898 4s 11d to the re- 
serve fund, which will then stand at £60,- 
000, also to transfer £2,000 to the fire in- 
surance account, thereby bringing it upto 
£12,000, and to carry forward the balance 
of £5,232 8s 8d to next account. 
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The land and mill buildings have been 
re-valued by Mr. G. E. Grayson, and the 
machinery by Mr. W. E. Horn, and now 
stand at £201,724 10s. These valuations 
are accurate inventories of the company’s 
property (no sum is included for the good 
will of the business. ) f 

During the year the £20 shares were 
each divided into 20 shares of £1 each. 

The directors retiring by rotation are 
Mr. S. H. Holme and Mr. Samuel Sanday, 
who, being eligible, offer themselves for 


_ re-election. 


CAPITAL AND LIABILITIES 


To capital, 160,000 
shares at £1 each. 
To reserve fund in- 
vested in general 
assets of the com- 
pany per contra.. ............ 
To debenture bonds £48,800 0 0 
Less held by com- 
pany’s bankers.... 30,000 0 0 


Se aide waesas £160,000 0 0 


18,800 0 0 
To fire insur’ce f’nd .......... : 10,000 0 0 
To debts for which 
acceptances have 
pe ES ae 101,500 0 0 
To debts on open ac- 
count and loans... ............ 112,019 17 10 
To cash due _ the 
comp'y’s bankers ............ 41,649 0 10 
To profit and loss, 
amount at credit... ............ 


29.130 13 7 
£519.201 7 4 








PROPERTY AND ASSETS 


By freehold land and mill build- 
ings, engines, boilers, machin- 
ET MN sv oiie sie akin ois paeeesno £201,724 10 0 
By stock in trade. including ; 
horses, carts, gearing, sacks, 














Tac, Si: ee ee 205.517 17 8 
By insurance paid in advance... 370 0 0 
BBY DOOM Get os ois ssosechoteneee 111,406 2 4 
BY GAG WP URE ss is corse cca eves 182 17 4 

£519,201 7 4 

Dr. PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 
WOGIFGCEOFS O08... ds)5.00 oes veces £1,000 0 0 
Tointerest on debentures......... 720 5 0 
"TO IRW GEDOMGCE sa oie si<nc:40ses2 000s 30 3 3 
To balance carried down......... 29,130 13 7 

£30.91 110 

Dr. a 
By balance at credit 

of profit and loss at 

SIs DSC BOP. WO os cets cece S Ws 0 
By net trading profit 

TU DM deee  viivcce cosas 30,779 18 1 

£30,951_1 10 





By balance brought down as follows: 
By net profit on the 

12 m'ths’ w’kings.. £28,959 9 10 acietes 1 Oxieaus 
By balance at credit 

of profit and loss at 

81st Dec’ber, 1203.. yd Mee: ie 


£29.130 13 7 





A net: profit of £30,000 on a capital of 
£160,000 is one that would be considered 
satisfactory in any business. Some cf the 
items of this account that will doubtless 
seem strange to American millers are the 
small amount of cash on hand, and the 
large amount of book debts and the value 
of stock in trade, which is as great as the 
value of the plant. An excellent feature of 
the balance sheet is the re-valuation of 
the company’s property by outside experts 
and the omission of any sum for the 
good will of the business. The small cash 
balance simply means that the interest 
charge is kept as small as possible. 


BREAKERS AHEAD 


While the milling business in England 
is good, those in the trade realize that an- 
other year may bring more serious com- 
petition. Milling, of Liverpool, warns its 
readers against the dangers of overpro- 
duction and suggests combination to meet 
the keen competition that is likely to en- 
sue if the United States harvests a good 
crop. Speaking of milling on the new 
crop it says: 

‘“*The collapse of the American flour 
trade in the United Kingdom was mainly 
caused by the poor crops of 1903 and 1904 
in the States. Up to the present time this 
season her shipments to Europe have been 
nearly two million sacks, while in the 
same period of the previous season they 
were nearly six millions. Now, if the next 
crop in the States turns out well, which 
on present prospects is still possible, there 
is certain to be a great effort on the part 
of American millers to regain their lost 
market. 

‘*The advantages of milling wheat in this 
country for the home trade, over doing the 
same work abroad, are so many that the 
trial, if it comes, can not but be a tem- 
porary one. However, there is no doubt 
that the next crop in the States may have 
a great influence on the milling trade in 
the United Kingdom. The storm, when 
it comes, can be met in several ways. 

‘‘Little firms might combine and mill 
at the most advantageous points for the 
trade now being done. This would do 
away with competition with one another 
and reduce the cost of manufacture. The 
good time which a large section of the 
trade is now having may lead some to 
miss seeing the cloud on the horizon; 
nevertheless it is there, though we hope it 
will not grow.”’ 





Coopers’ Chips 


Conducted by FREDERICK J. CLARK. 











MINNEAPOLIS, MONDAY, APRIL 24, 1905 








The Hennepin Bb! Co. will use a trial 
car of veneer staves. J. J. Russell, who is 
promoting these staves, was in the city 
the middle of last week. 

For the week ending Saturday flour bar- 
re] stock was unloaded by five Minneapolis 
shops as follows: elm staves, 13 cars; 
heading, 5; hickory hoops, 3; oak staves, 
3: patent hoops, 4; total, 28. 

The use by Minneapolis flour mills of 
34.700 bbls for the week ended Saturday 
represented the consumption of approxi- 
mately 124,000 patent hoops, 126,500 hick- 
ory hoops, and 49,000 wire hoops. 

The North Star and Sixth Street shops 
have laid off most of the hired coopers 
they were employing on account of active 
business during March. The two com- 
panies were so employing about 20 coopers. 

Barrel stock moves along in a rut, with 
conditions very much the same in one 
week as in another. Possibly, shops are 
taking stock under old deals a little more 
freely than formerly, the good demand for 
barrels during March having made room. 
The reduced consumption of barrels at 
present, asa result of the lighter operation 
of the flour mills, tends to make stock 
dull, though Minneapolis shops can run 
fairly well for some time before they ac- 
cumulate the usual stock of packages car- 
ried by them. At present the buying on 
the open market is mainly confined to a 
few cars of patent hoops and staves. Prices 
of both are nominal, as there is not enough 
business current to test prices. There is 
practically no call for heading, anda few 


factorymen are pressing the sale of a lim- - 


ited number of cars in order to convert 
them into cash. Under these conditions 
occasional cars can be picked up at 5¢ per 
set. However, the majority of manufac- 
turers want a higher price, and coopers are 
inclined to believe that later in the season, 
values will be on a higher basis. 

Attached are quotations of flour barrel 
stock f.o.b. cars at Minneapolis: 


Michigan elm staves, M......... $10.00 @....... 
Wisconsin elm staves, M......... 9.50 @ 9.75 
Bivel: GGNVGG; BE oo... cc0s csescocsies 8.75 @ 9.00 
ee eee 8.75 @ 9.00 
Head linings, small lots, M...... 35 @ .40 
Head linings, car lots, M........ 26 @ .27 
Basswood heading. set........... 05 @ .05% 
Michigan patent hoops, M....... 9.50 @10.00 
No. 1 southern hoops, M...... 8.75 @ 9.25 


Illinois and Ohio patent hoops :. 9.25 @ 9.50 
Half barrel heading, set......... 
Hickory hoops. M.........0.. ccc ff. Se 
Half barrel staves, M............ 750 @ 8.00 

Market prices of flour barrels in Minne- 
apolis are shown below in cents: 


4 patent and 4 hickory hoops.............. 43 

CTT TN ooo igo ak wins ok akcbeece cece 43 

6 hickory and 2 patent hoops .............. 43 

4 patent and 4 wire hoops.................. 43 

8 pecens MCA MRUMREG 5, o 010.0'n05'0.6 9.694% cae 44 
10 RAG NOON DOT 6 oc ec nc ok 0s ocesccccss cece 47 
12 flat hoop barrels (280 lbs) ................ 58 
12 hickory and 2 wire hoop barrels......... 55 
Ne III So ion nit oso eat w foals aui'e ceca 36% 


Decreasing 25,000, barrel sales of Min- 
neapolis shops last week were the lightest 
so far experienced in 1905. The operation 
of asmaller number of mills was chiefly 
responsible for this shrinkage in business. 
But attenuated as were the figures, they 
were much ahead of those for the same 
week in 1904 and in 1903. In these latter 
two weeks, the mills were more than half 
idle. Fora second time, the sales of bar- 
rels last week ran behind the make. With 
the comparatively good business enjoyed 
for five weeks, the supply of stored barrels 
was drawn on heavily. and the shops will 
now have a chance to fill them up should 
the demand for barrels continue slack for 
awhile. The flour mills are again run- 
ning lightly this week, and the number of 
barrels to be used will probably not be 
large. 

The sales and make of flour barrels by five 
Minneapolis shops for the weeks ended on the 
dates given below, were: 

} Sales Make 
1905 1904 1903 1902 1905 









April 22......*34,855 12,800 20,010 35,480 42,200 
Aprll15...... 59,830 25.300 62,650 42,345 56,770 
April 8 68,367 38.760 55,660 74.275 66,180 
April 1...... 70,390 66,755 44.260 83.900 61,200 
March 25..... 73,040 41,940 48,410 80.295 61,015 
March 18 . 81.350 70,715 56,000 76.175 61,030 


March 11..... 64.710 70,240 37,600 88.975 48,145 
March 4..... 44.385 69,975 37,495 62,280 50,585 

*These figures include 250 half barrels, two 
balf barrels being counted as one barrel. 


Attached table shows the number of 
flour barrels sold by Minneapolis shops for 
sixteen calendar years, and the per cent of 
the Minneapolis flour output shipped in 
barrels in these years: 

Barrels Per Barrels Per 

sold cent sold cent 

. 2,886,520 20.8 1896.... 3,386,460 26.3 

.. 8,129,360 20.0 1895.... 2,718,125 26.0 
. 3,348,710 21.0 1894.... 3,061,935 32.5 

B45 ... 3,095,505 33.0 
... 8404545 34.0 
«+» 2,612,470 33.2 

. 3,123,945 44.7 


11) Bj158,035 26.3 — 1889.... 2.617.990 40.3 
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The subjoined table shows the flour bar. 
rel sales by Minneapolis shops on the pres- 
ent crop year, with comparisons: 








1904-5 1903-4 1902-3 1901.9 
September .. 245,330 233,655 253,465 3 
October ..... * 268,460 170,200 391,565 
November 282,475 415 362,220 7’: 
December... 234,590 315,250 297,460 3 
January ..... 251,990 360,555 285/215 323" 99s 
February.... 209, 285,455 266,430 — 322'115 
March ....... 302.350 285,275 194,315 3198 
7 months. ..1,794,740 1,996,805 2,050,670 2,295,810 
WAL scene Mees 129,925 "192,845 ~'234"309 
oe usic yay, -o Sucee 160, 303,700 233.010 
CE nay Shey. see caee 237,710 248,080 182139 
WUBI ile cxicees a ekuie 169,985 252,890 195.160 
BPM ence tadctetcs 176,680 320,365 217.939 
beer 





x * 
The Church Cooperage Co. of Gladwin 
Mich., bas been incorporated. . 
Much damage is reported to have been 
done to fruits and vegetables in the south- 
ern states by the cold snap of last week. 


The Chicago Economist says of the af- 


fairs of the Creamery Package (Co: 
‘*This Chicago company paid the regular 
quarterly dividend of 2 per cent on its cap- 
ital stock on April 10. The amount of 
capital stock outstanding is $2,280,800, and 
of late there has been some activity in it 
on the curb. There is no funded debt, and 
the company has a good surplus of quick 
assets.”’ 

Government bulletin, April 17: While 
fruit must necessarily have sustained in- 
jury from the recent severe cold in the 
central and southern districts, it is proba- 
ble that in the more northerly sections to 
the eastward of the Mississippi river the 


damage was less serious. In New Eng!and 
and the northern portion of the lake re- 
gion it is probable that no serious iniury 
was done. In Michigan fruit is reported 


very promising. 

The American Lumberman says of coop- 
erage conditions in Chicago: Nothing 
whatever is doing in tight barrels: the 
shops are all being shut down. No sisck 
of consequence is coming in. Shippers :ire 
offering tierce and oil staves at from *2214 
23 and pork staves at $18, on a 20c rate. A 
local authority says that the Standaré Oil 
Co. is practically out of the market for 
stock, having only its own contractors vn- 
gaged in manufacture. However, it liisa 
large supply on hand at its several ‘ac- 
tories, probably sufficient to last six 
months without replenishment. In the 
slack barrel trade, there is some looking 
around for apple-barrel stock and it is 
likely there will be a fair demand for this 
product. Prospects for an early revival 
of cooperage demand are not regarded as 
flattering. * * * Speaking of Los Anze- 
les, Cal., it says: A steady increase is 
noted in the demand, probably the largest 
being for asphaltum and flux tierces for 
eastern markets. Probably the largest 
item of export in stock just now is in the 
form of vinegar and pickle kegs. 

Special reports from northwestern shops 
outside of Minneapolis as to the use of 
flour barrels are as follows: 





No. -—Barrels— No. 1904 
shops sold’ made shops sold 
Apr. 22 11 8.265 7,730 8 14,180 
11 11,600 265 210 12.505 
11 7,950 7 0.720 
ll 11,005 5 4.015 

9 8,455 8 8.610 

10 =10.020 e 375 
10 9,950 9 10.670 

11 =10,880 7 16.075 
10 8,440 9,515 6 10,180 





The following were the points reporting: 
New Ulm, Winona. Mankato, Shakopee, Hast- 
ings, Red Wing, Little Falls, St. Cloud, Can- 
non Falls and Faribault, Minn., and La Crosse, 

is. 

The same ghops unloaded the following stock 
during the week: lcarelm staves and | «ar 
patent coiled hoops. 





W. H. Stokes, president W. H. Stokes 
Milling Co., Watertown, S. D: The 
weather for the week was rather unsca 
sonable—cold with a pretty hard freeze 
almost every night. Last night (April 2!) 
it froze ice to the thickness of about three- 
eighth of an inch. The early-sown wheat 
is germinating, but making no advanice- 
ment. There has been some complaint of 
the wheat rotting in the ground, bui I 
have examined two fields in close proxi 
ity to Watertown and can not find any ser! 
ous damage. I think with a warm rain, 
the wheat would come forward all rig. 
Some of our farmers have practically fi'- 
ished their seeding of wheat; will sow oii 
and barley when weather gets warm 
Orders for flour are coming in fairly we!! 
—better than one would anticipate aft«r 
the sharp decline in wheat. I think, witli 
a steady wheat market, there might be 4 
fair business done in flour. There his 
been a sharp decline in bran; fair demand 
for shorts. Receipts of wheat from far 
ers are nothing and have been so for so!ic 
time. Anticipate no large movement ‘' 
any time, and not any until after spriis 
work is finished. 





Mystic Milling Co., Sioux City, Iow® 
Have had a nice rain and wheat crop is !!) 
fine condition. Large acreage of all kine: 
of grain. 
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EVIEW OF THE MARKETS 


WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT—FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC FLOUR AND GRAIN PRICES—FREIGHT RATES— 
EXPORTS OF FLOUR—SUMMARY OF SITUATION BY NORTHWESTERN MILLER CORRESPONDENTS 


Kansas City 


April 25. — (Special Telegram.) — After 
the sharp break in cash values Saturday, 
local cash wheat made a further break of 
five cents on Monday. This was followed 
by recovery of four cents today. Reduc- 
tions in flour values slowly followed the 
reduced wheat values but the entire reduc- 
tion made by most mills was but thirty 
cents. Today’s recovery in cash wheat 
adds strength to the flour situation and it 
is believed that values are likely to remain 
fairly stable. Trade is dull and mills 
generally are not quoting prices, merely 
receiving scattering orders subject to ac- 
ceptaunce by ‘sellers. Few cancellations 
have so far followed the decline. There 
is no new interest in cables on account of 
the decline in wheat. 

Following are the quotations for all 
grades of hard winter what flour, carload 
or round lots, f.o.b. Kansas City, in jutee, 
per bbl of 196 Ibs: 


Patent... issscace seatetne eta eessb ees ccee $4.50@4.75 

Biralght:. ass decscecseenes sees saeves 4.25@A.5 
BAT o vsdiccevetes sete eebe ladies vegnaecs 3.45@3.80 

Eat GVM a vcck nies) darenrs otewsars sees 30@2.60 


Established differentials are observed in quot- 
ing four in wood or cotton packages. 

Quotations to buyers. in central states are 
based on $4.55@4.65 per bbl at Missouri river, for 
straizht patent hard wheat flour, in cotton 

uarter sacks, arrival draft terms, subject to 5c 

isccunt for sight draft. 

Loval prices in Kansas are $5@5.30 for pat- 
ent. 30 days, 1 per cent off for cash north part 
of siate. net cash in south part. 

In central states high patent is quoted 20c 
higher than the prices for straight patent 
given above. 

Delivered at points in southwest Missouri 
mills quote soft wheat best patent at $5.40@ 
5.50 in quarter cottons; hard wheat 10c less. 

Texas mills quote $5.80 for patent in cottons, 
delivered in the state. 

Kansas mills quote New York and large east- 
ern markets on basis of $5.00@5.10 in jute de- 


livered. 
¥% 

April 22.—MILLFEED—There is but a 
slow market for bran. Demand in the 
country is very slack, but mills are run- 
ning such short time that not a great deal 
is offering. The effect of the present break 
in cash wheat prices is yet to be deter- 
mined, but the prospect is for lower prices 
on offal. Quotations for feed, etc., in car- 
load or round lots, f.o.b. Kansas City, 
sacked, in cents per 100 Ibs, follow: bran, 
7273c; shorts, 74@77c; mixed feed, 73@ 
74c; corn chop, 84c. 

WHEAT—Cash wheat sold today about 
10c under the prices of a week ago. Re- 
ceipts are liberal, but the trembling con- 
dition of the Chicago May deal began to 
undermine cash prices here on Thursday. 
The break today finished the job, cash 
prices being off about 8c for the day. With 
the buyers for Chicago shipment out of 
the market, there was no one to take the 
large offerings—two days’ receipts with a 
lot carried over from Thursday—save local 
nillers and they got what they wanted at 
much lower values. With receipts running 
large and no demand now for wheat save 
for actual milling, there seems to be little 
in Kansas City cash values to encourage 
the holder of wheat. 

Today’s nominal cash prices were: 

Hard wheat—No. 2, 90c@$1; No. 3, 8@96c; 
No. 4, 65@90e. 
oft wheat—No. 2, 90c@$1; No. 3, 85@%5c; 
No. 4, 65@90e. 

CORN—Moderate receipts with fair local 
and shipping demand kept cash prices 
steady throughout the week. Prices to- 
day were fractionally lower, in sympathy 
With the lower wheat values probably. 

loday’s cash prices were: 

_Mixed corn—No. 2, 44%@45%e; No. 3, 444@ 
f5e: No. 4, 40c. 

White corn—No. 2, 45%ec; No. 3, 44%c. 


St. Louis 


April 25. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
market practically at a standstill, owing 
to the erratic wheat market. Hardly any 
business is passing. The weather contin- 
ues very favorable for the growing crop. 
More moisture has fallen. Following are 
reg rare quotations for flour per 196 Ibs 

1 wood: 








_Red winter— 

First eins, eis en hs, a A $4.75@4.95 
Second patent.......c.0.ssecceece . +» 4.60@4.70 
Extra SAMO i 5; secs coecssouceacocicocecs, MROEREED 
Cloay Seneca aaticcun nad donenaneasa dieses 3.45@4.50 
Medium and low grade (jute)......... 2.50@2.! 
Kye flour (im WOOd)............seeeeeee 4,50@.... 
OPI Oe Ge i aa nas 2.50@.... 
Grits, hominy and pearl meal......... 2. i 


; Hard winter wheat grades, f.o:b. St. 
.OU1S, are quotable per barrel as follows: 


£ AtOnD CGR css sora Bare abea ao evacte $4.45@4.65 
Straight (jute). ..........cceceese cesses 415@4.35 
vlear oo Pr ree 3.45@3.65 
Low grades to second clears (jute).... 2.10@2.85 
“pring patent (bulk) ............0. 06+ 4.75@A.95 


April 22.- MILLFEED—Market showed 
a little improvement, although prices were 
slightly lower. The demand was better 
and offerings were larger. The following 
are the quotations per 100 Ibs today: St. 
Louis soft wheat bran, 73c in large and 
75c in 100-lb sacks; bulk bran at country 
points, 70c; middlings, 75@85c; mixed 
feed, 75c for soft and 74@75c for hard 
wheat. 

WHEAT —Cash wheat was exceedingly 
dull throughout the week, and only a very 
little business was done. There was 
scarcely any demand and prices ruled low- 
er. 


WHEAT PRICES 








he week 
ending Saturday, in carloads, inspected as 
follows: April 23 








No. 2 red 
No. 2 red 38 2 
No. 3 red... 39 1 
No. 4 hard winter . 10 8 
No. 3 hard winter 31 22 
o. 4hard winter ... 22 10 
Spring and other grades 56 5 
MMe sch. tokos tease csac sees 228 75 
WEEK’S RECEIPTS April 23 


April 22. April 15 1904 
6 36,87: 





Piloar, DOIG... ..-. <ssscs. 48,600 36,875 31,060 
Wheat, bus...:........ 119,959 190,874 65,889 
(eS oT a 211,070 182,325 184,515 
Oats, bus............... 228,150 222,750 216,000 
BE, WR ohass censnete ve 5,486 27,144 2,700 
Barley, bus............ 13,750 35,000 20,000 
SHIPMENTS 

ions, DIB. 2.6 55.6c008 54.005 61,050 48,920 
We Me isc ccseveee 234,169 = 235,565 07,410 
oa 184,105 230,450 387,255 
CS os s5yas oo08 50 181,575 261,145 273,675 
SN Na andess an bene es 8,185 14,771 9,295 

ST. LOUIS STOCKS Same week 

April 22 1904 

hii vukagn weer vketdvankewn 2,113,255 2,178,491 
NN is gaia pov pcs adie diss’ .- 67,798 155,103 
ore ay sak cna yncag ve sees oeiee 602,029 72,558 
ee yoo sronais ei vas 3109 Ve ta'e'e 2,336 3,069 
fo VEE EER ORs eae 17,667 8,236 


Principal grades— 
No. 2 red wheat .......... 


eee 1,155,587 | 1,785,283 
No. Zhard WHeat.... 2... scsece 5 


22,517 





No. 2 mixed COrn..... ...000000- 15,255 
No. 2 white COrm..........00s06 36,657 
No. 2 yellow corn ............. 1,150 
No. 2 mixed oats............... 520,130 
NE NS ann wins clogs eabig sisi’ 925 





Detroit 


April 25. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
business much demoralized and the mar- 
-ket is weak. Nothing doing except local 
trade. Prices of flour in wood car lots 
f.o.b., are as follows per 196 lbs, with the 
differentials on other packages, as agreed 
upon by the Millers’ National Federation : 
Michigan patent, best ......... 
Michigan patent, ordinary ............ 
Michigan straight 
sins disin't's) swiheeseseceteer 
Michigan low grade.......... 
oyna patent (Detroit made)......... 5.50@! 

innesota patent ...............+..++-- 5.90@6.00 
Minnesota Clear..............eeeeeeeee+ 8 10@3.80 





Se SS arr 4.20@4.30 


Dark rye, 196 lbs............ Nannie Oona 4.10@4.20 
ME BGO, TOO TOR. cscs kevccsascv cscs: vs SAMOIO 
x 

April 22. -MILLFEED—There is only a 
moderate demand and the market is easy 
at lower prices. Prices in bulk, per ton 
(2,000 Ibs), are as follows in car lots: 


De ae aR a ASE Per #16.00@15.50 
Oe ee ea 16.00@16.50 
Fine middlings ......... 2.02 cceese cree 19.00@19 50 
Mixed 1600 .....ses0 occ: ccercccces cess 16.50@17.00 
Cracked Corn ........s.eseeseee cesses 20.00@20.50 





COONS GOPMIMER 6 006s cccccccsesceeses 20.00@20.50 
Corn and oat chop..............+...+ 17.00@17.50 
CEREAL PRODUCTS — Demand for 
corn goods is small and prices are almost 
nominal. Rolled oats are in fair demand, 
but there is an easier tonein the market. 
Prices in wood, car lots, with the usual 
differentials on other packages, are as fol- 
lows: 
Rolled oats, 180 lbs.... 
Rolled wheat, 100 lbs.... 
Yellow granulated meal 
Yellow cream meal, 200 Ibs.... 
White granulated meal, 200 lbs 30@2.40 
White cream meal, 200 lbs. . 20@2.380 
White corn flour, 200 Ibs............... 2 80@2.90 
WHEAT—Trading bas not been active 
for several days. Dealers were greatly in- 
terested in watching the decline in Chica- 
go May and paid little attention to any- 
thing else. A majority on the local board 
did not believe the deal would be carried 
through so as to end in fireworks and high 
prices, and the slump was not much of a 









"$85 











surprise. Crop conditions outside of the 
state had a bullish effect on prices, but 
there was no news of that kind from the 
state. Cash wheat was in very poor de- 
mand all week, millers being indifferent 
about taking offerings. Receipts were 
small and trading unimportant. 


GRAIN PRICES week’s 


Opening Range Close close 
2 red wheat .... 1.09% 1.03 @1.19% 1.03 1.09% 
| Ee 1.09% 1.03 @1.09% 1.03 
90 88%@ 


Previous 


WER casei po ss.9:90 RK ‘ 90% .89 89% 
September ..... .87 -864%@ .87% .86 86% 
1 white wheat .. 1.09% 1.03 @1.09% 1.03 1.09% 
Li > Seer 49% .49%@ 50 .50 49% 
3 yellow corn... .50% .50%@ .50% .50% .50% 
3 white oats .... .34 34 @ .34%4 B44 
i. 2 Sear ee ar 84 84 @ .85 84 85 
WEEK’S RECEIPTS April 23 


April 22 April 15 1904 





100 5,400 «5, 900 
13,648 ..... . 23.738 
108,041 48,772 61,834 
53,263 35,100 —- 99,686 
OWS ac,c5s 1.750 
SHIPMENTS 
: 2,600 3,000 
1,846 68,554 ....... 
22,724 35,370 2.678 
1466 «7,734 24.219 
Ba cies nies Vee 4 208 
DETROIT STOCKS 

Se 296,482 29,107 87,265 
b 926 © 42,0385 «11.981 
3.157 4.623 46.485 

an 50 4 
1,845 383-8183 

Milwaukee 


April 25.—(Special Telegram.)—Flour 
declined 20c more to the basis of $5.60 for 
hard spring patents in wood. Trade 
slightly more active. Rye flour steady at 
$4@4.10. Millfeed firmer, at $15@15.25 for 
bran and standard middlings in 200-lb 
sacks, $17.50 for flour middlings and $21 
for red-dog in 40-lb sacks. Demand is 
more active. Flour quotations today per 
196 lbs in wood are as follows: 


Hard spring patent, wood............. $....@5.60 
Hard spring straight, wood ........... .... @5.45 
HXPGOUG DATANT, BACKS 6505.5 cecccscceses cose @4.95 
HESHOrE SITAIMIL, BACKS... cecccc cesses cece @4.80 
UU CN GON Go oc es siaccontctecasves ee -@3 90 
Second clear, sacks..............2-++ + +++-@2.70 
Low grade, city, 190 lbs, wood......... .... @2.40 
Rye flour, city, fancy, standard, 196 

BM OE os oie sainieve eiviaininiai¢ia piemie'een'e 4.00@4.10 
Rye flour, country, 98-lb sacks ........ 3.75@3.85 


These prices are quoted f. o. b. Milwaukee. 


April 22.—MILLFEED—Firmer and 25c 
per ton higher owing to the reduction in 
the production everywhere in the north- 
west. The demand did not show marked 
improvement, but the sentiment prevailed 
generally that prices were on a low basis 
and there was more inquiry from the east- 
ern territory where trade for some time 
has been quiet. Bran in 200-lb sacks 
ranged at $14.50@15, standard fine mid- 
dlings at $14.50@15.25 in similar packages, 
flour middlings at $17.25@17.50 and red- 
dog in 140-lb sacks at $19.50@19.75. Rye 
feed was unchanged at $16.50. Receipts 
from the interior were smaller, but ship- 
ments were also on a smaller scale and less 
- a year ago for the corresponding pe- 
riod. 

WHEAT SAMPLES — Closed 6c lower 
and very dull, millers holding aloof and 
even the choice northern and No. 3 north- 
ern and No. 8 spring’ being neglected. 
Low and ordinary grades were inactive 
and weaker proportionately than the 
choice, and although receipts of all varie- 
ties were light, accumulations showed a 
marked gain for the week. No. 1 north- 
ern ranged nominally at $1.05@1.12, No. 
2 sold at $1@1.09, No. 3 spring at 75@90c, 
no grade at 60c, not graded at 96c($1.04 
and No. 3 winter at $1. The daily range 
of prices in Milwaukee was as follows: 


No.1 N No.2N 3 spring 
Monday......1.11 @1.11% 1.06@1.08  .84@ .86 
Tuesday .....1.10%@1.11 1,04@1.08 -72@1.00 


1.04@1.08 
1.03@1.07 


-T7@ .86 


Wednesday ..1.10%@1.11 
-T7@ .85 


Thursday ....1.09 @1.10 


BIGOT Sic caciecccenas . ee ee Aa a ee 
Saturday ....1.05 @1.06 1.00@1.03 THQ .99 


*Holiday—Good Friday. 

BARLEY—Relatively firmer and choice 
malting grades in more active demand as 
an advance of 1c, while offerings were 
meager. There were moderate offerings of 
low malting and medium grades, and the 
smallness of receipts checked business. 
Shippers and maltsters showed more in- 
clination to increase their stocks and at 
the end of the week the best grades exhib- 
ited a firm tone. No. 2 was nominal at 51 
(@52c and standard at 50@5lc, extra No. 3 
sold at 4414¢@5l1c, No. 3 at 41@45c and no 
grade at 37c. 

RYE—Weaker and prices tending down- 
ward under larger offerings than the trade 
required. Supplies accumulated, ool No. 
1 good to forward being at all salable at 
current quotations, and inferior grades 


were extremely dull. No. 1 ranged at 7914 
@80c, No. 2 at 76@78c., No. 3 at 73@75e 
and not graded at 79c. 

CORN SAMPLES—Closed steady ata 
decline of 4c, with a fairly active de- 
mand, and only moderate offerings avail- 
able. Shippers showed more interest in 
the market and feed dealers bought with 
their usual freedom. No. 3 sold at 47@48c, 
No. 3 yellow at 48@48lgc, No. 4 at 45@ 
474¢c, no grade at 38@47c and ear was 
nominal at 46@47c. 

OATS—Declined 1c, but closed steady 
and in fair demand, with choice heavy 
selling readily, while the inferior grades 
were rather slow. Receipts were larger, 
but generally placed from day to day. No. 
2 white were nominal at 33@3314c, stand- 
ard sold at 832@82%ic, No. 3 white at 292;@ 
38c, the outside being for fancy, and No. 
3 at 29@3014¢c. 

FLAXSEED—Buoyant and Ic higher, 
with a brisk demand and only moderate 
offerings. No.1 northwestern ranged at 
$1.39@1.40, seller May at $1.25@1.27 and re- 
jected at $1.30@1.36. 


April 23 
Aprill5 1904 

PlOur, BOIS, ...5.5.060055 21,875 17,150 
Wheat, bus 73,920 79,200 
Corn, bus........ 37,050 6,650 
RE INS ccs o% coaetbae 83,200 83,200 
Barley, bus 178,600 135,850 
SE ae 17,600 17,600 
PO COE. on: oes sine anes 1,395 450 
BEAD. DOM 56 cci8s: vos 23,367 31,735 
heat, bus .. 89% 34,870 18,900 
20 eee 81,400 47,385 
RTE: WUE coi saise cesses 234,277 77,610 
Barley, bus 62,000 114,105 
RE NOE Sac case wekeneces 406 9,600 14.200 
pO eee 3,002 2,111 








Buffalo 


April 25.—(Special Telegram. )—Flour is 
dull and 20c under quotations of Satur- 
day. Millfeeds are quiet but stronger, 
with light offerings. Flour quotations 
per 196 lbs in wood are as follows: 

Best patent, spring ...... 
Straight, spring.......... 
Clear, SPYING. ........c0c0 
Patent, winter ............ 

Straight, winter............ 

CRORE, WERUGR occ cs crcesscteccs 

eral caw haved SaCs Nia a RASe ERK ORS 






* 
April 22.— MILLFEED—Quotations per 
ton today are: Bulk Sacks 





NR NIN acco gay asian telssiclewes | $17.50 
Standard middlings 17.50 
Speen NN 6 oiciice seaccseiee: Sxines 19.00 
IQUE TOMER acc cscncsccccceesce tases 19.00 
Winter bran, 18.50 
Hominy feed 19.25 


CINTOR FROG. 5. os oesncscesc cscs 22.7 24.00 
Red-dog fiour, 140-lb sacks. 2 
Cornmeal, Coarse .............2s06- 
Cottonseed meal, per ton.......... ...-. 
Oilmeal, car lots ............... 
Rolled oats, barrel, wood 
WHEAT—Today’s slump in wheat 
put this market in line for business and 
sellers expect millers to take hold next 
week. Practically nothing has been done 
in c.i.f. wheat this season. No. 1 northern 
was held at 15c over New York July on 
Thursday and today was offered at 9c 
over, with sellers asking for bids. Spot 
wheat very unsettled and weak. Winter 
wheat is also lower and has reached a 





figure where it will interest millers. 
Quoted : 

No. 1 northern, store, car lots............. 1.05 
No. 2 northern, car lote..........ee.eeee 9734 
WO; PROPER OED, Gib os os cece cc csccccees oe Le 
WEG, ATU CO. onic o 0s'nc cic unos avvoesee 95% 
No. 2 Washington white, store............ 9734 
PE Eo os ah ani cedpieeges 0408 9734 


CORN—Rail corn is in very light supply 
and the receipts will fall off steadily from 
now on. Trade has been light for track 
stuff as buyers were awaiting the arrival 
of lake corn, expecting to buy at much 
lower prices. There is little difference, 
however, as yet and if necessary sellers of 
rail corn can meet any cut. Low grades 
are all cleaned up. Quoted: 

No. 2 yellow, through billed................ 54% 
No. 3 yellow, through billed................ 5334 
No. 4 yellow, through billed.............. 
No. 2 corn, through billed .................. 
No. 3 corn, through billed ................ 






No. 4 corn, through billed .................. % 
No. 3 white, through billed............... 03 

No. 4 white, through billed................. 51% 
WG, BOOT TR MUN 6 nck c arieseccnsccece 51@51% 


OATS—Steady; track receipts of choice 
are being held for higher prices. Store 
oats weak. No. 2 white, 34%(c; No. 3 
white 34@341¢c; No. 4 white, 3344c; No. 2 
mixed, 32!'c; No. 3 mixed, 32c, through 
billed; No. 3 white in store, 338c. 

BARLEY—Dull but firm; western in 
store, 45@54c; Michigan and Ohio, 45@50c, 
on track. 

RYE—Neglected. No. 2, 84c; No. 3, 838e, 
in store, asked. 











Baltimore 


April 25.—(Special Telegram.)—Flour 
market demoralized. Nothing doing. 
Everybody waiting for the smoke to clear 
away. It is almost impossible to quote 
prices accurately. Prices at the close are 
nominally as follows per 196 lbs in wood: 
TR MMe o0\g SENSES + peeves conse cc beee 


WHEE BUPIMING is 5 cco ce dives och eiccecaves 
WH SRDOR, DRIED: 6 55 a eite 05,0008 cas0 we ne sens 
Winter patent, special stencils........ 
pg dO ee rt Seren 
SB gen re Se Ee ee ee eee 
City mills’ straight ..................6- 5 
City mills’ second patent .............. 5. 
CURT TIEN POD 65 ks ven cevccceee senses 
WU WIS CHOOT, Foe ccc scesccccceeves 
Hard winter straight .................. 
Hard Winter Patent... 0... ccc cesecees 
SEE. Orr ere reece 


UPA BEPRIBG: 0 0:05: 25000 ssine cepeecsoc 

Spring patent ....... sowie lesiinegarcses Sess 5. 

Spring patents, special brands........ 5.7 
* * 


April 22.—WHEAT — Weak and_ lower 
with slow and indifferent demand. Re- 
ceipts for the week, 29,763 bus; exports, 
none; stock, 407,981. Closing prices with 
comparisons: 

Today Year ago 
No. 2 red, spot...... $1.02%@1.02% $ .99 @ .£934 
No. 2western,spot.. 1.03 @1.084 1.00 @1.00%4 
No. 3 red, spot...... 974%@ 97% YT @ 974 
Steamer No. 2, spot .94%@ .95 93 @ .9344 
Southern, bysample .85 @I1.01 93 @1.00 
Southern, on grade .92 01.02 93 @1.00 





LS ee ere 1.02%@1.02% .99 @ .994 
PRMD pic o5.de:asansiige se apes v1.01% .98%@...... 
cabs aveiecianse Puaeee » .98% ret ae 
MT ted ckeek wae- a0 ape 854%4@...... @ 87 

pO Pe re 82%@ 83 si... . ss eee 


CORN—Quiet and steady. Receipts for 
the week, 429,517 bus; exports, 475,519; 
stock, 655,747. Closing prices with com- 
parisons: 





Mixed— Today Year ago 
ne noes os osseesaane 51%@51% @51% 
No. S white 2201220022222) 5145156 51 @51% 
Steamer, mixed ........... 48 @484 48 @454 
Southern white............ 49 @51% 46 @54% 
Southern yellow........... 49%4@s3 46 @54% 
PRN cutie Vacwe se. a see 51%@51% 51%@.... 
MN Saisie oviea Since n wasn 514@51% 5144@51% 
Arse cals sic vince Somes 51% @52 524@.... 
BOMTODINER «05.6500 6 ees cee 0 ee | Ae 


MILLFEED—Quiet with but little de- 
mand. Quotations are as follows: light- 
weight winter bran, bulk, per ton, $19; 
medium, $17.50@18.50; heavy, $17; brown 
middlings sacked, per ton, $18.50; spring 
bran in 200-lb sacks, per ton, $17.50@18; 
in 100-lb sacks, per ton, $18@18.50; city 
mills’ middlings in 100-lb sacks per ton, #19. 





Boston 


April 25.—(Special Telegram. )—Market 
for spring wheat flours is demoralized, 
prices ranging 25@30c lower; winter 
wheat flours, 15@30c lower. .'The demand 
for all grades is ata standstill and few 
sales are reported. Millfeed is weak, with 
a little demand for season shipment. Fol- 
lowing are the ruling quotations for flour 
per,196 Ibs: 

Patent— 

Minnesota, special stencils ........... 
Minnesota and Dakota ............... 
occas wicca ainceenbopeokds ee 5.60) 
oa ccc a'siduneewnes senaassiee 5.2 
I a cicic's spin gig's'euir ge bias » vienee 
IN os csi epocccanswapante thaess 5.2 
gs cscs Cassa hae anerns sais 
Kansas . 


. $5.90@6.05 







ODIO 2. 0.00 cere cece cece ceercccces coee voce 
SS RR erascT erercorry 
UE se os p'ere'e'nin a wanen ele nna ti nes t¢ 
New York 


April 22.—MILLFEED—Demand for all 
kinds is quiet, although there is a little 
more inquiry for deferred shipment. Of- 
ferings are moderate. Cottonseed and lin- 
seed meal in light supply with the market 
held steady. No change in gluten feed -or 
hominy feed. Prices follow: 

Middlings, 200-lb sacks, per ton ..... $18.00@22.00 


Bran, winter, 200-lb sacks, per ton.. .....@20.00 
Bran, spring, 200-lb sacks ........... ..... @18.00 
Beed-dog, 140-Ib gacks. .......2..ccccce8 cece @23.00 
Mixed feed, 200-lb sacks .............. 19.75@ 


Cottonseed meal, new, sacked 026.50 
Hominy feed, sacked ................ cess 2 

CEREAL PRODUCTS — The demand 
for oatmeal is quiet with the market heavi- 
ly supplied and prices a shade lower. 
Rolled oatmeal is quoted at $3.85@4.10 per 
bbl and cut and ground oatmeal-at $4.25@ 
4.75 per bbl. Granulated and bolted corn- 
meal lower at $2.80(@3.10 per bb]. Rye flour 
steady at $3.75@4.50 per bbl. Graham 
flour dull at $3.75@5 per bbl. 

Receipts of flour, grain, millfeed and 
meal during the week were: 1905 1904 









Flour, bbls -oe 13,255 
Flour, sacks...... . 11,458 
Wheat, bus... 3 690 
Corn, bus... 145.917 
Oats, bus..... . 46,140 
Millfeed, tons ‘ 148 
Cornmeal, bbl. 600 
Oatmeal, bbls 4,441 


Oatmeal, sacks. 








Exports of flour, wheat and corn from 
Boston during the week ended April 22 








» were: -——Flour——. Wheat Corn 
Destination bbls _ sacks bus bus 
RIGOR vdic Sse o \peimeae t earaee 60,142 
London ........ ¥e8 Witee “esives aye 
Glasgow ...... o  aleaiie 3,500 23,882 85,714 
WOES chetivecde: patos eee hae eyes 
Provinces ...... 525 DO igsees 
DOGRI vo. 56505 525 25,548 23,882 266,105 


Since Jan. 1...., 9,664 102,066 606,573 4,369.548 
Same time 1904 25,082 287,850 1,071,946 2,302,182 





Toronto 


April 25.— (Special Telegram.) — The 
drop of 20c per bbl recorded last week 
does not appear to have led to an increased 
demand, as millers report sales only fair. 
Some sales have been made for export of 
Manitoba flour by Ontario mills at about 
30c per bbl less than the same brands are 


selling for in the home market. Prices 
follow: 

High patent, blended.................. $....@5.40 
Patent, 85 to 80 per cent, blended ..... 5.20@5.38 
Patent, 90 per cent, blended........... 5.00@5.20 
PRUNE <i clr ons ocr eve cesentceke eu cabs 4.80@5.00 
MEMMEM oto i0s c's ae cne ores oe ea teae Koew ne ee 4.40@4.50 
A ghar ae viscincekas ceed 3.90@4.25 


In bags 20c per bbl less and in half barrels 25c 
per bbl more is asked. 


Manitoba flour also is only in fair de- 
mand, the bakers feeling that the decline 
in the price of Manitoba wheat warrants 
a greater reduction than has heen made 
in the price of flour. Prices are as fol- 
lows, per 196 lbs in bags delivered all On- 
tario points: 


MRED PUNOUIE i sy'n sore ecoe Cel vioon een neke $5.10@5.20 
PROMI TMREOUED ov sicd i Gis cnvcesusicweeedes 5.00@5.30 
oN RE RT cee nee eee oe 4.70@5.00 


Mills only shipping occasionally have to ac- 
cept 10@20c per bbl less. 


* 


April 22.—MILLFEED—On account of 
the small supply and the continued cold 
weather, prices of millfeed have contin- 
ued firm with a good demand. Some of 
the larger mills report that bran is drag- 
ging a little which would indicate lower 
prices in the near future. Prices per ton 
of 2,000 lbs in car lots f.o.b. mills, follow: 
middlings, bagged, $19@20; bran, $17.50@ 
18.25. No sales of bran for export are re- 
ported by Ontario mills. 

WHEAT—Although a few sales were 
put through at $1.02 during the week, the 
great majority of sales were at $1.01 and 
during the last day or two a few cars have 
sold at $1, which is now the highest bid 
obtainable. Shipments of all-rail Mani- 
toba wheat are very light, odd cars com- 
ing forward bringing full prices. Wheat 
in the elevators this side of the lakes con- 
tinues to decline, approaching more near- 
ly to prices asked for delivery after the 
opening of navigation as holders are de- 
sirous of getting cleaned up before new 
arrivals. Today’s prices for May delivery 
are as follows: No. 1 northern, 97c; No. 
2 northern, 93c, and No. 3’ northern, 87!4c, 
in 5,000-bu lots. Prices close as follows: 

ONTARIO WHEAT 


No. 1 white winter, new, for cereals ..$1.038@1.05 
No. 2 red winter, new................. -..--@1.01 
No. 2 white winter, new............... 1.00@1.01 
BT GD, OE UNE is eis go aps aiden GE pede hv acae -94@.... 
NG; SOMES, ce cicessacdrececresledsess 92@.. 
All f.o.b. cars country points. 
; MANITOBA WHEAT 
No. 1 northern ........00cccesescesesecs $1.00@1.02 
I aoe isaisoe ccactishananeaad 97@ .98 
EAS oon nnansedonse oxaviaces -9@ .92 
TRO PON cco as cah ccncctecshscce tees. wane “Se 
TG: A ONG so ass cecceskenaese cane cued “BA 





*Spot supply exhausted. 
All f.o.b. cars at elevators this side of lakes. 


No. 1 northern, all rail .............. $1.05@1.06 
No. 2 northern, all rail ............+. 1.01@1.02 
No. 3 northern, all rail .............. .9@ 97 
No. 4 northern, extra, allrail............. 89 
WO; 4 NOFPENOPD, BIL VEL oo voce cecinsceceecss 87% 
No. 1 northern. scoured, all rail.......... 1.02 
No. 2 northern, scoured, all rail.......... 99 


Via North Bay delivered Montreal freights. 


OATS—Trade only fair and, with light 
offerings as well as light demand, there is 
no material change in prices. Some of the 
largest dealers are offering to sell short for 
May shipment at present prices, believing 
they will get considerable deliveries from 
the farmers as soon as the seeding is over. 
Prices follow: No. 1 white, 41c; No. 2 
white, 40c, for milling, low freights; No. 
2 white, 40c and for No. 3 white, 39¢c, 
middle freights. No. 2 sold at 41lc dur- 
ing the week—low freight rate points, 
39\¢c is asked high freight points—some 
cars of seed oats are selling at 42@43c. 

CEREALS—The lower prices at which 
United States oatmeal is being sold is 
showing itself here by the stronger com- 
petition which the Ontario mills are ex- 
periencing of late. The competition is 
reported as considerably greater than it 


‘was a short time ago and there has been 


a corresponding reduction in the sales of 
Ontario meal. Prices are unchanged as 
follows, sales light: rolled oats, $4.50 per 
180 lbs in wood by the carload delivered 
Toronto freight points. In bags 25c per 
bbl less. In broken lots 25c per bbl more. 
Cornmeal gold dust, #3 carloads, or $3.10 
in broken lots, in bags, $3. 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


Montreal 


April 25.—(Special Telegram.)—In sym- 
pathy with the weakness in wheat the flour 
market is easier and prices are being 
sheared ten cents more frequently, but 
millers have made no actual decline yet. 
Ontario flour declined 5@10c; straight roll- 
ers, $5.25; winter patents, $5.50@5.60. 

The receipts of flour last week were 7,- 
490 bbls, against 4,110 the previous week 
and 6,088 last year. The exports were 975 
sacks from Portland and 11,015 from West 


St. John. Prices are quoted as follows: 
Bags Barrels 
Choice patents............ $2.20@2.30 $5.60@5. 
Strong clears............. 2.05@2.15 5.30@5.50 
Winter patents........... 2.10@2.20 5.50@5. 
Straight rollers........... 2.45@2.55 5.15@5.25 


. & 


April 22.—MILLFEED—The feature of 
the trade continues to be the strong un- 
dertone to the market for Manitoba bran 
and shorts and inside prices have ad- 
vanced $1 per ton. There is a good inquiry 
from local and country buyers owing to 
the unseasonable weather for the pastures 
throughout the country and this fact, 
coupled with the small offerings from 
millers, has added strength to the situa- 
tion. New business transacted has not 
been large as millers generally are over- 
sold. Sales of bran have taken place at 
$19 and shorts at $21 per ton, including 
bags. There is no further change in the 
condition of the market for Ontario feed, 
prices being $19@20 for bran and $20@21 
for shorts per ton, including bags. The 
demand for moullie is steady and prices 
are maintained at $24@28 per ton, as to 
quality. 

WHEAT — Trade in Manitoba spring 
wheat has been small owing to the fact 
that bids from over the cable for May ship- 
ment are still 1c to 2c per bu out of line 
with values here. 


COARSE GRAINS—A feature of the 
oats market has been the renewed demand 
from Nova Scotia buyers and although 
no actual business has resulted, yet the 
prospects are that there will be some in 
the near future. Sales of car lots of No. 
2 white have taken place at 45!¢c and of 
No. 3 at 44\¢c per bu ex-store, but these 
figures would no doubt be cut Yc per bu 
for round lots. The demahd for Ameri- 
can clipped oats from foreign sources, re- 
ferred to a week ago, has been more prom- 
inent and quite a good business is report- 
ed at ls 44¢d@1s 9d, according to port. 
Foreign bids on corn were 3@6d higher 
early in the week, which exporters in 
some cases took advantage of and sales 
aggregating about 100,000 bus were made 
for May shipment. Locally cargo lots 
have been offering at 53!44c per bu afloat 
May for No. 8 mixed. Peas are quiet and 
steady at 78@79c per bu, afloat May, and 
buckwheat is quoted at 65@65!¢c per bu 
ex-store. 


CEREAL PRODUCTS — There is_ no 
improvement in the demand for rolled 
oats, and prices rule steady at $2.20@2.22!¢ 
per bag. The market for cornmeal is 
quiet at $1.35@1.45 per bag. 





Philadelphia 


April 25.— (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
dull and 10@25c lower in sympathy with 
the break in wheat. Prices are as follows, 
per 196 lbs in wood except where otherwise 
specified : 


SO os To vin b cain'gan eAReN ORs $3.90@4.10 
I os ccincaiscessnanvennanes 4.30@4.50 
HOMOGE OGPRIGNE™...... 0035.0 00000 cvcee'eesss 4.90@5.05 
Te I ao as inca ones oe wine's vin clasts 5.15@5.35 
Pennsylvania clear, new .............. 4.10@4.35 
Pennsylvania straight, new........... 4.75@4.90 
WEMEFD GIOAP, NOW. ...5.ccccccsccsvees 4.20@4.40 
Western straight new ................ 4,.80@4.95 
Western patent, new ...............065 5. 30 
OPA OIG oobi ss sion ssce 0'eas's ve'enndcnee 3.75@4..25 
OPIS GUAT oo vos ccs cvencececccseves 5.00@5.35 
Spring patent................ 220. -+ +--+ 5.50@5.85 


City mills’ regular grades— 


WESTEE COP, NOW oe ccc cc cccsccceeseces 4.40@4.60 
Winter straight, new................+. 4.75@5.00 
Winter patent, new............... eee 5.00@5.30 
*Per 196 lbs in sacks. 
* Ox 


April 22.—Receipts of flour during the 
week, 7,634 bbls and 2,806,768 Ibs in sacks. 
Exports, 27,000 sacks to London and 200 
tons to Glasgow. 


RYE FLOUR—Supplies ample and the 
market dull with no important change in 
prices. Quotations, $4.30 per 196 Ibs in 
wood for good to choice Pennsylvania and 
$4.40@4.65 for choice and fancy western 
patent. 


MILLFEED—Offerings moderate and 











the market steady, but trade quiet. Quo- 
tations: 
Winter bran, bulk,per ton— 
On spot . .$19.50@20.00 
To arrive, prompt shipment....... 19.00@19.50 
Spring bran in 200-lb sacks, per ton— 
a ee Nana awean 19.00@19.50 
To arrive, all-rail 17.90@..... 
To arrive, lake-and-rail, Ap | | UR 
Spring bran in 100-lb sacks, 50c additional. 
City mills products, per ton— 
Bran in 100-lb sacks..........--000+ sees 19.50 
Middlings in 100-lb sacks........... 23.00@23.50 
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‘OATMEAL— Offerings moderate ang the 





market steady, but demand light. 

tions: : ont. Quota. 
Ground oatmeal, wood ................ $....@4.95 
Rolled, steam and kiln-dried, wood ...3.85@4'7) 
Pearl barley, in sacks............. 1.65@.. 
Patent-cut, wood ................ 4.25@4.50 


CORN PRODUCTS— Dui and nominal. 
y unchang e season being practic 

ended. Quotations : a aint | 
Granulated yellow meal 
Granulated white meal.......... 
Yellow table meal................ 





under bearish speculation in the west, but 
offerings here were light and there was lit. 
tle demand from any source. Receipts 
21,950 bus; exports, nothing; stock, 6,495 
bus. Prices compare as follows: 
WINTER WHEAT 
Close Saturday Week 

No. 2 red, April. ......$1.03%@1.04 $1.07 Gigs 


CAR LOTS 
No. 2 Penn. red....... 1.04%@1.05 1.08 @1.08% 
No. 2 Delaware red... 1:044%@1.05 1.08 @ 1.08% 


0.29 1.038%@1.04 1.07 Lory 
Steamer No. 2red.... .99%@1.00 1.03 @ 1.03% 
Oe eee -99%@1.00 1.03 1.03% 
Rejected A............ 9644@ .97 1.00 1.00% 
No. Lnorth’n, Dul’th.. 1.15%@1.16 1.21001.22% 
No. 2north’n. Dul'th.. 1.10%@1.11_ 1.16% 11.17% 

CORN—Demand for export as well as 
for local consumption was light, but sup- 
plies small and the market ruled steady, 


_ 


Receipts, 242,815 bus; exports, 1°(),000: 
stock, 484,894. Prices compare as fo!lows: 
Close 

Saturday W>ekago 

No. 2 mixed, April .......... 50@504% Q50% 
CAR LOTS 

No. 2. export elevator....... 50@50%— 550% 
Steamer, export elevator.. 49@49% 149% 
Cool and sweet, local........ 54@55 555 
CHOU WON sais eb Sedo karcepocce 53 @54 » O54 


OATS—Local demand for car lo!. was 
light and the market was weak and .« iset- 
tled with ample offerings. Receipt — 87,- 
480 bus: exports, nothing; stock, °),988 
bus. Prices per bushel compareas fo ows: 


Close wast 
: ; Saturday ek 
No. 2 white, clipped....... 35% @36% 30 136% 
No. 2 white, natural....... 364@36% «136% 
No. 3 white, natural....... .... @35 85 
TNO: SIMIC cp scice ripen case 34%@35 BA 135 
Rejected, white........... 34 @34% 34 134% 





New York 


April 25.—(Special Telegram. )—F! ir is 
weak at 15@25c lower. Limits on 3} ‘ine- 
apolis patents reduced generally | low 
$5.80 and good country brands are ©. ‘cred 
at $5.50, with buyers ideas 25(@35c «© nder 
these figures. Clears are fairly stead. and 
hold at old time prices. Winters ar dull 
and weak with straights 10@20c ‘wer. 
Kansas flour as offered at $5 for so-c:illed 
patents, with practically no bids. [eed 
is dull and firm. Spring bran, *!s.10. 
a quotations are as follows per 196 

S° 





Sacks Wood 
Spring clear .......... +... $3. 60 — $3.4504.00 
Spring straight. % 4.65 4.6505,00 
Spring patent . i 5.35 5.205.715 
Spring fancy .......... ».40@5.50 5 
Low grade winters....... 2.75@8.60 3.3 
Winter clear.............. 4.00@4.35 4.5504.60 
Winter straight .......... 4.30@4.45 4.70@4.85 
Winter patent ........... 4.90@5.00 5.20005,30 
Winter fancy.... ........ 5.00@5.10 5.3054 
Kansas patent ............ 4.90@5.05 Bo acs 
Kansas straight .......... 4.80@4.90 weerQree 
Kansas clear.. ........+::- 3.90@4.40 


April 22.—MILLFEED—A very «uiet 
market, with the tone rather heavy, 
steadying toward the close on the reports 
of export business direct from Minneapo- 
lis, of stronger markets there owing tv the 
export demand, and smaller output. Spot 
feed is firm, with rather light offerings. 
City feed is held firmly, and is reported 
well sold ahead. Quotations: 

Coarse bran, 200-lb sacks, to arrive $17.85” 
Standard middlings, 200-lb sacks to 


QT OO or in sk vaccine snakes inadeanes 7.8 
Flour middlings, 200-lb sacks to ar- 
rR Re ee i’ 
Red-dog, 140-lb sacks, to arrive...... 22.85/ 
City feed, bulk bran at mill......... 19.00 
City feed, 200-lb sacks................ 19.50 
etd DOMME sank ch visncneence aces 18.000'....- 
Mid ings. 200-lb sacks..............+ 19.006 22.50 
No grade flour, 140-lb sacks, per bbl 2.35 : 


WHEAT—Market very dull part o! ‘he 
time, and about steady, with narrow | '(l- 
ing fluctuations, developing decided w: \k- 
ness in May on Thursday and Satu: 'y, 
which broke about 10c per bu. Their |S 
no export demand, and exporters here «ay 
there is no inquiry for new crop wi at. 
The situation appears to be that ei ‘ier 


Europe must come up or, America } ust 
come down still further on the new p 
deliveries before any business can be 
effected. Prices: ; 

Wie ORE CONOR as f5cacs oie siscincrd ecuase S 18% 
No. 1 northern, Duluth..................++ mr, 
No. 1 northern, Manitoba................. 8 


CORN—Dull and firm. Only a few !« ‘ls 
taken for export, although New York ='s 
been practically the cheapest market, \ 
corn er has been offered at consider: 'Y 
under what it could be laid down for f: »™ 
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the west; yet, even under these conditions, 
it was practically impossible to trade. On 
the break Saturday, exporters took 25 
loads. 

OATS—Market dull and steady, with a 
moderate trade in spot oats. here has 
been a considerable ae inquiry, and 
several moderate lines of oats have been 
taken at Boston. 

CORNMEAL—Steady, with very little 
change in prices. The strength. of spot 


corn, domestic rates, has made it almost 
impossible to name low prices on meal. 
Export business is moderately good, and 
clearances keep up fairly well. Quotations 


follow : 






~In-dried, as to brand, per bbl....... $2.75@2.85 
Kiln) as to brand per bbl.......... 3.00@3.10 
‘ated yellow meal, per bbl ..... 2.90@3.10 
Granulated white man pot bpl.,..... 3.00@3.20 
Fine yellow meal, per 100 lbs.......... 1.35@.... 
Fine white meal, per 100 Bs Gancceenns 1.40@... 
Coarse meal, per 100 Ibs ....... oaiepeses 1.08@1.10 
Brewers’ meal, new, March shipment, 
per 10 IDS. ....ee ee ee cece eee cece eens 1.32@.... 
Grits, ver 100 18 ..... 6... e es eeee ee ceee 1.34@.... 





Chicago 


Aj 25.—(Special Telegram.)—Flour 
trad: cuiet. Prices nominally steady. 
Buy look for another break. Cash 
whes! closed at 983@95c for No. 2 red_and 
No. ; :orthern; No. 8 red 85@92c; No. 2 
port! rn, 89@9444ce. Bran and shorts, 
$14.7 bulk; middlings, $17.75; red-dog, 
$21;..10n. Flour quotations are as fol- 


low 
SPRING WHEAT FLOUR 
Lea Minneapolis brands, % sacks 
or: i, per 196 lbs, Chicago terms, 
to. ers, less 15¢ being allowed for 
PPO} A VADS vices sainecs.ce'e seiveleweegsee asic 
Minn ita hard wheat patent, % sacks 
or W0d, per 106 1B... ws. ...52- eee 5.40@5.80 


Minn ota hard wheat straight, 140 


Ibe, jate..cceesseeeaeseaaes LAA SESS 5.05@5.20 
Minn: »>ta clear, 140 Ibs, jute.......... 3.60@3.80 
Secor | clear, 140 lbs, jute eltdiueercwene 2.60@2.70 
Low ide, 140 Ibs, jute................ 2.45@2.55 
Rad-dog, GO UB IW os sc sccccs cece cece 2.10@2.20 
City »: lls patent, 196 lbs, bulk ........ 5.25@5.30 

WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 

Pater’, southern, 196 Ibs, jute......... 4.70@4.80 
Strait, southern, 196 lbs, jute....... 4.50@4.60 
Clear. southern, 196 lbs, jute .......... 3.70@4.20 
Pate Wisconsin, 196 lbs, jute ....... 4.60@4.7 

Straicbt, Wisconsin, 196 Ibs, jute ..... 4.50@4.60 
Clear. Wisconsin, 196 lbs, jute......... 4.40@4.50 
Bro flouP..scaceeconssoenetencasees esse 3.70@4.00 


¥* 

April 22.—CORN GOODS—Trade dull; 
prices generally lower. Grits quoted $1.16 
(@1.18: meal, $1.16; flour, $1.18 per 100 lbs. 
Hominy feed is held at $16.25 per ton, in 
bulk, Chicago. 

RYE FLOUR—Prices weak and lower; 
sales hard to make at $3.70@3.80 for medi- 
um and $3.90@4 for white. 

MILLFEED—Prices lower. Bran has 
been quiet at $15.50@16 in 200-lb sacks and 
$15.250015.50 in bulk. Shorts, $15.25 bulk. 

MILLING WHEAT—Prices lower. Fresh 
arrivals f.o.b. were: No. 2 red winter, $1@ 
1.06: No.3 red winter, 91c@$1.02; No. 2 
hard, $1@1.06 No;. 3 hard, 90c@$#1.05; No. 
1 northern spring, $1.01@1.07; No. 2 north- 
ern, $1@1.07; No. 3spring at 93c@$1.05, and 
No. 4 spring, 58@95c. 

WEEK’S RECEIPTS April 23 
April 22 April 15 1904 
Flour, BU. ccckesae 116,644 112,228 129,220 








Wheat, bus ... 740,854 310,000 203,000 
Corn, bus . .. 1,330,627 2,185,985 814,000 
Onta, WG... <: ceessene’ 861,1 653,950 814,950 
BG, DUS. «2.5.02 2een 29,200 22,600 38,000 
Barley, bus.......... 480,757 329,261 289,646 
SHIPMENTS 
Flour, WRB. « vhiccs ven 76,874 100,843 123,187 
Wheat, bus......<i%- 125,898 113,816 170,715 
OOrn, DUB ..csciecoreum :206 3,019,036 342,659 
Oste, DUBS iss scanccaus 753,344 926,570 826,620 
Rye, bus........002.+ 90,425 26,075 46,691 
Barley. bus ........< 36,674 45,000 62,352 


_ ‘The stocks of grain in private elevators 
in Chicago are reported as follows on the 
dates named: 


April 18 

: April 17 April 10 1904 
Wheat, bus.......+0. 1,933,000 1,910,000 2,544,000 
Corn, Bs. Gaxasiecee 4,193,000 5,170,000 3,872,000 
Oats, WS. .csie cece 3,618,000 3,820,000 1,812,000 





Duluth 


-\pril 24.—Quotations to jobbers for car 
ound lots of flour, net per 196 lbs 

» mills, are: Monday Year ago 

t patent, wood........ $5.20@5. $4.55@4.80 
ud patent, wood ..... 5.13@5. 
SOE. WOO cs cece cose 5.00@5. 
A. 

D3. 


45 
35 
; 25 4: 
y clear, jute ......... 3.60@4,15 3.05@3.40 
ort clear, jute........ 3.45@3.85 
V grade, jute .......... 2.40@2.60 


FLOUR OUTPUT 


= oka oh he Ale > ens 





905 bbls 1903 bbls 
‘iize.. 5,000 April23.. 6,400 April 25..23,080 
rill5.. ..... April16..17,000 April18..10,500 
ril &.. 8,000 April 9.. 9,000 April 11. .41,460 
vil 1,. 8,020 April 2..21,225 April 4..33,190 
} EXPORTS 
gt ee le April 25. . 16,585 
sees. Aprill6.. 1,000 April18..15,455 
ADP 6. craee April 9.. 1,500 Aprilll.. 2,109 
pr f, oo April 2.. 6,000 April 4.. 1,500 
ITLLFEED—Slow of sale and very lit- 
° demand for it, even at shaded prices. 
iould mills become active indications 
pulnt to a lower market, Millers ask the 





following prices per ton in 200-lb sacks 
car lots: 


Monday Year ago 
Bran, 200-lb sacks..... $14.00@14.50 $16.00@16.50 
Shorts, 200-Ib sacks... 14.50@15.00 —:17.40@17.50 
Middlings, 200-lb sacks 15. 15.50  17.50@18.00 
Millfeed................ 14.50@15.00  17.00@17.50 


Where 100-1b sacks are ordered 50c per ton is 
added. 


Closing prices of coarse grain today were 
as follows: 

Oats—To arrive, 28%c; track, 28%c. 

Rye—To arrive, 74c; track, 74c. 

Barley—Feed, 39%@4lc. 






WEEK'S RECEIPTS April 23 

: April 22 April 15 1904 
NG asso 0s cave eens 31,492 78,348 79.040 
Bs siok ob aie eccigoee 783 i eee 
Oats . 55,657 ~—s- 65.618 7,900 
RN ge Siscoas v'in0% ooo 45,307 37,796 29,843 
RR dss cso sasebbee 4,812 468 1,113 
PIMBOBOR 0's. 555 cceesas 13,318 28,294 116,285 

SHIPMENTS 

A. ea 368 129,247 5,541 
ME oe sin Du ¢5-a'vns ovat 9,884 462,067 31,528 
BNE GS s Si pic oss ces 250 6,469 6,543 
Flaxseed ... 14,318 (3 re 


WHEAT STOCKS 
Wheat in Duluth-Superior elevators is 
reported as follows on the dates given, in 


bushels: April 23 
April 22 April15 April& 1904 

ES ee 4,067 4,067 4,067 ‘ 

1 northern.... 1,456,428 1,431,163 1,476,579 588,557 

2northern.... 40,391 40.391 40,391 537,459 

b  . ee 132,971 121,650 161.396 63,152 


No. ee 
Rejected . 2,487 2,487 2,488 7,055 
No grade..... 5,732 5,732 5,732 
> 7 77,671 370,058 
Western...... 18.459 18459 18,459 567 
Special bin... .2,922,314 3,052,610 3,052,610 2,868,377 
Totals ...... 4,677,546 4,854,114 4,854,114 4,494,144 
WHEAT—The collapse of the Chicago 
May corner has been the absorbing topic 
here, and has unsettled all values, making 
the flour market as dull as can well be 
imagined. There has been a decline dur- 
ing the week of 1244{c, 8c in July and 2!c 
in September. Some wheat has_ been 
shipped to Chicago and more was to go, 
but the legitimate demand from the east is 
still small and there is every reason to ex- 
pect a good deal of wheat here all sum- 
mer. Closing prices for the week have 
been as follows: 








—No. 1 N— 
Ontr’k Toar’ve May July Sept 
Monday ....... $1.0334 $1.0334 $1.044% $1.01% 84% 
Tuesday ...... 1.05 1.05 1.05 1.01% 84% 
Wednesday... 1.045, 1.045 1.045% 1.00% 84 
Thursday ..... 1.01 1.01 1.01 9834 833% 
ME ho diss Stari. Se eeea Seheae le piedats aan 
Saturday...... 95% 95% = .95% = =«.93%s«8B 
ee 92 92 -92 92 82 


Monday i s 
April 25, 1904.. .87%  .87% .87%  .88 79% 

*Holiday. 

FLAXSEED—Dull and without much 
movement, except at the close of the 
week, when it suddenly dropped off 2c. 
There has been some buying demand but 
it has been met by the fact that there is 
no flax to sell, the holdings through the 
northwest being in the hands of the Amer- 
ican Linseed Co. There has been no for- 
ward movement and there are few char- 
ters out for the near future. There are in 
store at the Head of the Lakes 7,500,083 
bus of seed, against 1,000 bus more a week 
ago and 7,894,933 bus last year. There was 
a decrease then of 106,173 for the week. 
Closing prices for the week have been: 

Ontr’k Toarr May Sept Oct 
Monday .....$1.41 $1.41 $1.41 $1.26% $1.26 
Tuesda 42 1.42 1.42 .28 





uw Ps dvie "Be 2 1 1. 
Wednesday.. 1.42 1.42 1.42 1.27% 1.26% 
Thursday ... 1.42 1.42 1.42 1.28 1.27 
MEME .c cas Geass, spanen” psecen saeeas 
Saturday .... 1.42 1.42 1.42 1.28% 1.274 
Monday ..... 1.40 1.40 1.40 20 1.26% 
April 25. 1904 1.06% 1.06% 1.07 1.08% 1.08% 

*Holiday. 

Minneapolis 


April 25.—Quotations of flour asked to- 
day by local and outside mills car or round 
lots at Minneapolis, per 196 lbs, for prompt 








shipment, were: Tuesday Year ago 
First patent, in wood..... $5.00@5.25  $4.60@4.85 
Second patent in wood.. 4.90@5.15 — 4.50@4.75 
Fancy clear, jute......... 3.30@3.50 3.206 0 
First clear, jute .......... 2.80@ 

Second clear, jute 

pe Se Se 1.95@2 





Prices asked by northwestern mills, in- 
cluding Minneapolis and outside, for 

rompt shipment, lake-and-rail, per 280 lbs, 
in jute, c.i.f., including 2 per cent commis- 
sion, were today (April 25): 




















LONDON 

Tuesday Last year 
Fie wasene 27s 64@29s 6d 26s 
Fancy clear...... 23s 3d@23s 6d 22s 
First clear....... 19s 94@20s 6d 21s 
Second clear..... 16s 6d@17s 15s 
Red-dog.......... 14s 83d@14s 6d 15s 








(ONES PCOS E RD TAROT 






Second clear d17s 





OS rn . b14s 6d 
sda ccolsgoucware Kesanantes 28s @2%s 6d 
First clear, standard.............. 19s 94@20s 3d 
oa i nlne phobias 6s 6d@17s 

DR esas sce be6 used aoceiesie 14s 83d@14s 64 


Amsterdam c.i.f. quotations of local 
and outside mills were, today, per 2204 
lbs, in guilders: 
es res na cencne uacaasdess es 9%@10 
ND <0 os vncclnbee caksaveneana to 84@ 8% 
ee aang aa dah shea Oa8e eas . TH@ 7% 





THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


London 60 days’ sight documentary ex- 
change was quoted by Minneapolis banks 
as follows during the last week: 

April 19..$4.8444@4.843; April 22.. *..... ae 
April 20.. 4.844%4@4.843% April 24.. 4.844%4@4.84% 
April 21.. 4.8444@4.84% April 25.. 4.8444@4.8434 

Guilders. three days’ sight, were, April 25, 

quoted at 40.24@40.25. *Holiday. 
MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR OUTPUT 

The flour output and foreign shipments 
of Minneapolis mills for four weeks, with 
comparisons, are shown in the subjoined 


tables: FLOUR OUTPUT BY WEEKS 
1905 Bbls 1904 Bbls 1903 Bbls 
Pos eee Apr.30..180,630 May 2..311,480 


Apr. 22..182,200 Apr.23..127,115 Apr.25..168,535 

Apr.15..196,050 Apr.16.. 99,810 Apr.18..229,600 

Apr. 8..256,650 Apr. 9..187,885 Apr.11..352,035 
FOREIGN SHIPMENTS BY WEEKS 





Apr.29.. ....... Apr.30.. 26,345 May 2.. 25,830 
Apr.22.. 32,075 Apr.23.. 18,525 Apr.25.. 13,150 
Apr.15.. 22,300 Apr.16.. 21,685 Apr.18.. 27,965 
Apr. 8.. 26.850 Apr. 9.. 26,155 Apr.11.. 76,255 


OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 
The flour output and foreign shipments 
of northwestern mills outside of Minne- 
apolis and Duluth have been by weeks, in 
barrels: 


Week No.Capac- — Output— —Exp’ts— 
ending mills ity 1904-5 1903-4 1904-5 1903-4 
Dec. 31...46 34,675 98,095 133,5 8,180 15,695 


1095 080 69% 
Jan. 7...46 34,725 101,110 141,285 7,610 12,955 
Jan. 14...46 34,725 109,115 152,535 .6,315 24,420 
Jan. 21...46 34,725 127,830 151,055 3,245 18,165 
Jan. 28...46 34,725 140,510 154,355 5,460 15,515 


Feb. 4...47 925 133,890 116,835 4.495 14,675 
Feb. 11...47 925 133.470 154,595 3,675 11, 


Feb. 25...47 
Mar. 4...47 
Mar. 11...47 


34 
34,9: 
Feb. 18...47 34,925 
34 
34 
34,92: 7 Os 5 
Mar.18...47 34,925 148,425 163.400 3.045 7,205 
‘ 


Mar. 25...48 35,125 140,305 115,745 
Apr. 1...48 35,125 134.220 142.085 4,505 6,210 
Apr. --47 84,875 112.500 124,795 6.450 3.210 


1.49 35,325 118.500 107,910 2.370 3,625 
--41 32,150 113,040 109,510 2,015 6,510 
MINNEAPGLIS WEEKLY RECEIPTS 

Weekly wheat receipts and shipments at 
Minneapolis during the four closing 
months of the 1903-4 crcp are shown below 
in bushels (hundreds omitted) : 


> 

Mo) 
Jeg as 
ae 
S 





1904 A B 1904 A B 
April 30..... 461 218 July 2......1,360 216 
1 hey ee 395 Sy July 9.....- 686-242 
May 14...... 35 0= 21s July i6...... 1076 276 
| > aes 492 236 July23...... 733 256 
May 28 ...... 825 192 July30...... 497 280 
Bi ee eS Aug. G....02 939 234 
June!l...... 792 188 Aug.13...... 645 298 
Junels...... 936 255 Aug.20...... 618 255 
June25...... 897 186 Aug.27...... 1,028 191 

eo ee eee 13,118 4,167 


A Receipts. B Shipments. 
CEREALS AND FEED 


Millfeed has shown steady strength all 
the week, this being pronounced as to 
April shipment. All prices are higher, 
red-dog and flour middlings leading with 
an advance of $1@1.25 per ton; while 
bran is up 75c, and standard middlings 
50c. Though the export sales of middlings 
a week ago were not without effect, 
the curtailed output most affected the 
market. Red-dog is supposed to be pretty 
well controlled, especially for April 
shipment, by one firm, and all contracts 
can not possibly be filled on time. Bran 
is also believed to be oversold, and it is 
an interesting point as to how that feed 
will be affected if brokers enter the mar- 
ket and cover contracts for those who are 
unable to make deliveries. For May ship- 
ment bran and middlings are offered at a 
discount of 25@50c per ton, and red-dog 
at $1. 

Minneapolis car-lot prices of millfeed 
today (April 25) for April shipment were, 


per 2,000 Ibs: Bulk 200-Ib Sacks 
a I eae oie ag 3 $13.00@13.25 $13.75@13.90 


Bran 

Standard middlings .. 12.75@13.00 
Flour middlings...... 15.50@16.75 16.50@16.75 
Red-dog, 140-lb jute... 18.50@19.00 19.50@20.00 

In 100-lb sacks, 50c per ton additional over 200- 
lb sacks is charged. 

The Boston basis of prices for millfeed, 
for April shipment, lake and rail, is 
given below, per ton, in 200-lb sacks: 

Tuesday Year ago 
‘ $20.50G 


13.50@13.65 










Flour middlings ...... 21.50@21.75 ‘ 
Red-dog, 140-lb sacks... 23.75@24.00 25.50@25.75 
Quotations of cereals and feed products, 
in car lots, net to jobbers, f.o.b. Minne- 
apolis, are: 
Cracked corn, 2,000 lbs, bulk.... ....$16.25@16.50 
No. 1 ground feed, 2,000 lbs, bulk.... 16.75@17.00 
No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 lbs, bulk.... 17.00@17.25 
No. 3 ground feed. 2,000 lbs, bulk.... 17.25@17.50 
Rye feed, 2,000 lbs, in 100-lb sacks... 15.00@15.50 





Yellow cornmeal, granulated* ...... 2.20@ 2.30 
Commmeal, WRITE. ...00cccccccceccces 2.30@ 2.40 
PERMIT, CORTEO s 5. cccccccs cveesccces 2.50@ 2.60 
EN on, cana ssccanicess'sseses 2.80@ 2.95 
Brewers’ grits, in jute, 200 lbs.......  2.80@ 2.95 


ERE rere Tre Tee 
Rye flour, best*......... np geedeele sissies 
Rye flour, standard, white .......... 






CS OSS Ree 3.40@ 3.50 
Graham, wheat, pure, bbl........... 4.10@ 4.20 
Graham, standard, bbl .............. 3.75@ 3.80 
Rolled oats, 180 lbs, wood..... 3.80@ 3.90 


3.60@ 3.70 
7,00@ 9.00 
7.00@ 9.00 


Rolled oats, per bbl in 90-lb 
Mill screenings, per ton 
Elevator screenings, per ton... 





Buckwheat screenings, per tor Rats 9.00@ 10.00 
Flaxseed screenings, per ton........ 7.00@ 9.50 


Chicken feed screenings, per ton.... 13.00@14.00 
*Per barrel in sacks. Where not otherwise 
stated, sacks are of 49 and 98-lb cotton. 
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MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN MARKETS 


The week has witnessed the collapse of 
an attempt to corner May wheat, both at 
Chicago and in Minneapolis, and for the 
first time on this crop, wheat appears to 
be on approximately a supply and demand 
basis. During the week, May wheat at 
Chicago declined 21%4c, closing today at 
93c and at Minneapolis declined 114%(c, 
closing at $1.07!44. Low point at Minneap: 
olis for May was 9414c, for July 8838c and 
for September &1c. It is taken that the at- 
tempt to corner these two markets has 
been abandoned, and that fora while at 
least legitimate business will be free of 
the baneful effect of speculation. If any- 
body has been hit by the failure of the 
attempt to squeeze some one, it is his 
own fault. 

While early in the month July wheat 
was 6c under May, the difference has nar- 
rowed until it is now only Ice. 

It has been a matter of surprise that fu- 
ture prices at Kansas City should be so 
little affected by the rapid changes in 
prices at Chicago and Minneapolis, quota- 
tions in that market having varied com- 
paratively little. 

Cash wheat in the Minneapolis market 
has not been over active during the week, 
and has sold on not a very uniform basis, 
owing to the rapid changes in the May 
future. Compared with a week ago, No. 
1 northern is 12\¢c lower; No. 2,1014¢ low- 
er; and No. 3, 8c lower. 


The appended table shows closing prices, 
in cents per bushel, at Minneapolis, of 
No. 1 northern. No. 2 northern, No. 3, No. 
4, rejected, May and July wheat: 


Apr Nol No2 No3 No4 Rej May July 
15..1.10% 1.04% .92%@ .94% 84 66@74 1.06% 1.0256 
17..1.10 1.04  .924%@ .94% 8&4 65@76 1.06% 1.03 

1.0514 .9434@ .9734 84 65@7s 1.0714 1.03% 
.0454 .93%@ .96% 87 65@70 1.06% 1.02% 
20..1.05% 1.00% .92%@ .94% 85 67@74 1.02% 1.00% 
2..1.00% % .84%@ .87% 83 55@68 9774 .95% 
24.. 97% .93 .8444@ .86% 76 56@69 .94% .93%% 
25.. .98% 95 86 @.89 T751@68 .% .94% 
26+. .9154 .90% .86 @ 88 .. TH@84 .89% .90% 
74 @.% = «....@.. .% = 74% 


Wheat receipts at Minneapolis and Du- 
luth for the week ended Saturday were in 
bushels (hundreds omitted) : 


In store— 

r 1905 1904 1903 1905 1904 
Minneapolis...... 617 526 702 9,780 12,052 
DUIUGh ......<06<005 3l 79 84 4,678 4,494 
OORIS 055300009 648 605 = 786 14,458 16,546 


MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 


Wheat in Minneapolis public elevators 
was reported as follows by the Chamber 
of Commerce on dates given, in bushels: 

April 23 

April 22 April15 April 8& 1904 

No. lhard 11.478 11,578 23,177 3,040 
No. 1 north 4,600,631 4,703,288 4,775,268 4,531,533 




















TIO. PRNGUD oe caiics seeesases 635,176 
DORR orca eras vcd ae?. Saaresecus 11,066 
I gs accccaene- -88nataae aaeurasne 1,179 
TR a c.ca agian on. age niecwace’s 136,003 
MINES oiniccigaise: (ndeetuci- “sraseaues 6,679,499 
Others..... 5,167,623 5,630,601 5,925,240 4,388 

Totals ... 9,779,832 10,345,467 10,723,655 12,052,484 
In 1903..... 11,953,834 11.986,919 12,874,910 ......... 
In 1902. .... 10,661,965 11,271,887 12,002,944 ......... 
In 1901..... 14,658,488 15,073.489 15,807,765 2.0.2.2... 


RECEIVPTS BY GRADE 


Wheat received at Minneapolis by week, 
ended Saturday, in carloads, graded as 
follows: April 23 

April22 April 15 April8 1904 
Mo. ) hard .... 00. A 


No. 1northern.... 99 121 138 161 
No. 2northern.... 104 143 227 155 
1 a 175 274 86 
| ON Sera 169 214 iS 3 
Rejected ......... 89 117 238 95 
No grade.......... 3 15 20 29 
>) a 131 100 112 143 
Macaroni ......... esis 1 2 2 
Mixed wheat ..... 14 22 32 
Western wheat... 1 4 16 a 
ATES. sacnccsne 78 912 1,443 664 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


Receipts and shipments at Minneapolis 
by weeks ended Saturday were: 














RECEIPTS April 23 
April 22 April 15 1904 

Wheat, bus .......... 616,500 758,030 526,240 
RS “ee 5,795 5 5,559 
Millstuff, toms ....... 311 Bit 272 
Oe 45,760 30,940 33,440 
ree 79.550 193,700 180,840 
Barley, bus ........0. 69,460 60,970 56,950 
BVA US 5. cs.ceccacne Be 9.240 10.500 
eee 19,600 29,120 63,510 

SHIPMENTS 
Wheat, bus.......... 497,550 459.840 180,900 
Wiame, BOB... .csscccce 220,956 123,685 
Millstuff, tons ....... 7,971 3,645 
Barley, bus.......... 112,320 218,670 94,920 
RR tices cagad'e 5,200 18,190 12,880 
Flax, buS....2...... - 14,680 34,510 5,080 


COARSE GRAINS 


Daily closing prices of No. 3 yellow 
corn, No. 3 white oats, No. 2 rye and bar- 
ley at Minneapolis during the week were, 


per bushel: Corn Oats Rye Barley 
PT TR cis cn caene 44% 28% T64@7I7T% 37@43 
April 20............ 44% 28% 764@76% 387@43 
BOP BP ccs ccevees sane arr ES oe 
April 22............ 4434 28% 764@7744 38@43 
ER sc dae cg: ant 4444 28% 13%@74% 31@43 
April 25 . 4454 28% 724@74% 37@43 


*Holiday. 











218 : THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


MILWAUKEE 
The following are the all-rail domestic 
rates on flour, in cents per 100 Ibs, from 
Milwaukee to eastern points: 


Stocks of coarse grain in public elevators 

at Minneapolis, in bushels, were: April 23 
April 22 April 15 1904 

55,051 24.813 

3,104,487 1,315,195 





Pontes. ‘2 ee Serer 11.00 
in ain 46Newy 50 Buffaio........... 11,00 
1,454,207 831,152 Philadelphia pa rece and 14:80 
’ BOD Ss cen xs. yracuse....... 6 
CROP YEAR RECEIPTS Baltimore........ 14. SD: MIPORG oo. s cas. 17.00 


Receipts of wheat at Minneapolis and 
Duluth from Sept. 1 to April 22, were as 
follows, with comparisons, in bushels: 


Export rates on flour, in cents per 100 
Ibs, — Milwaukee to seaboard ports are: 





ere 15.00 New York........ 15.00 
: . 1904-5 1903-4 Philadelphia asks 13.00 Baltimore .......: 12.00 
ORI. cs « 655.0 ov oes 72,678,200 70,988,150 Tak i 
7 ae 21'622-716 26,255,363 + Lake-and-rail rates domestic rates to 
New York are quoted at 154¢c and export 
MPOURIE 6 ascdeecas accaeke 94,301,616 97,243,513 18c. 








Freight Rates sr. LOUIS 

Following are the freight rates on flour 
in sacks, in cents per 100 lbs, from East 
St. Louis to foreign ports, via all-rail: 





OCEAN RATES 
Ocean rates on flour, from Atlantic 






















ports as quoted in Minneapolis Tuesday, Amsterdam ...... 24.50 (eee 21.94 
were as follows, in cents per 100 Ibs: guar? . a pte te ok settee ao 
ie 8 Mag Be ees on0ss 25.00 Copenhagen ..... 25.50 
New Bos- Balti- adel- Mon- port Glasgow.......... 20.50 Bristol ........... 22.50 
To— York ton more phia treal News Hamburg........ 24.50 Leith............. 23.50 
Aberdeen Eenties 14.90 14.91 16.25 25 15.00 10.72 10 Liverpool ........ ee: a ae 30.25 
Amsterdam..... 9. 9, y 9. -rai io os 
Fo a da ee ke £ 8. 7.00 8.. utaeiue aan on flour, in sacks, 
Bremen. oe eae en 1100 . New York........ 17.50 Boston ........... 17.50 
Bristol . ee Philadelphia ..... 15.50 Baltimore ... .... 12.50 
Cardiff...... . 14: Newpor News eet 
Christiania . 11. i: Domestic rates, all-rail, on flour in 
Ys eae li. 1 sacks, in cents per 100 lbs: 
en B - ee ; New York........ 20.50 Scranton......... 18.50 
1 TIOMROE 8 o05i9 sees 22.50 Baltimore... .... 17.5 
Philadelphia ..... 18.50 Washington...... 17.50 
Pittsburg ........ 13.50 Detroit........... 10.50 
Buffalo...... . 13.50 Newport — . 17.50 
Albany.. 19.50 Richmond, Va. .. 17.5 
Syracuse .... .... 17.50 Rochester... os Ato 
All Virginia com- Cleveland . ~. 11.50 
0.00 9.00 10.7 mon points..... 17.50 Indianapolis . aes 7.00 
Liverpool....... .00 5.00 7.00 600 7.00 7.00 
EiODGOl oo cisco a0 8.04 6.44 9.00 6.75 6.70 8.03 
Londonderry ... 15.60 13.57 16.50 14.57 15.57 ..... TOLEDO 
, pomnouper Recs be 5.00 ‘ste (1 ee es All-rail rates on flour, millfeed, cereals, 
ewcastle ...... LOO) vintexs BOD shoes oucke apees i i 
Rotterdam... 8.00 8.00 9.00 "8.00 * 9.00 .10.00 ee Ohio, are as follows, in 
OSS 18.84 16.81 18.00 17.81 18.81 ..... Pp ; aD . 
Southampton .. =o NBs etaec reno neanne tees aes Albany............ 13.50 Cincinnati........ 7.00 
Stettin’.......<... 11. 60 11.00 13.00 13.00 ;.... 2... Boston ........... 15.50 Baltimore........ 10.50 
St. John's, N. F. 12.50 ..... ..... 10.00 15.00 ..... pO eer *11.50 Baltimore........ * 8.50 
Owing to frequent changes, the above rates New York........ 13:50 Rochester........ 10.50 
are subject to confirmation. Deiaddebis sees cco 2d a se eeeeees =o 
eens oe See eee ween i 
wes ois paces Fo Philadelpnia..... *950 Detroit........... 4.00 
LAKE RATES—MINNEAPOLIS Pittsburg......... (25 CR ne 7.50 
Lake-and-rail rates, effective on and reas ce eeeeeee en aewport oe: be a4 
after April 1, on flour, feed, oil cake, etc., Gjeveland /....... 600 Norfolk... ...... 10.50 


from Minneapolis and Minnesota Trans- 


fer, will be, in cents per 100 lbs: *For export shipment only. 











DRI So. sicis:s0'n ae Ogdensburg...... 25.00 a 
Boston ......-....*2 0.50 Pittston ........ 21.00 Closing. Wheat Prices 
New York ....... Baltimore ... .... *17.50 rs . 
New York ..... Washington...... 20.00 Closing prices of May and cash wheat at 
nbd Sere eee -- ve eoe% pp points named, on each day of the week, 
Oosee cece es OCnester........ «aU. ~ ° 

Schensdiady.. von ae soa aot eee be per bushel, alae WHEAT 

iladelphia. .... 21. Yleveland ........ 6.5 7 ; 
Philadelphia. ....*18.50 Fairport ......... 16.50 2a 2 2 aS 
Utica.:2.-........ 21.00 Montreal .... .... 24.50 : epic ieee oe * a Fle 
Baltimore. 30.00 Montreal *ig59  Minneap'lisl.06% 1.02% ...... 97% .94% .96 
Sah. ....... 00") 1650 Portland 2.1.52) 25,00 Duluth.....1.04% 1.01 ...... 5% 2 
Binghiamton... .- 20.00 Portland ..........*20.50 Sag > a 13% 1.10 ...... 1.00 92% 93 
Corning . 30.00 Providence 55,00 St. Louis... .99% .96  ...... 91% .90 9156 
Cortland ........; 20.00 Punxsutawney... 50.00 New York. .1.07% 1.0434 0.2... 9% .94% .94% 
Elmira . -.... 20.00 Scranton . -»- 21.00 Kansas City . oe trons ‘85% 82% .B2/4 
Hornellsville..... 20.00 Wayland. ‘. 30.00 Milwaukee.1.13% 1.10) ...... 1.004 .93 ...... 
Ithaca ..... .. ‘. 20.00 Wilkesbarre . 21.00 Winnipeg... .9334 .92% ...... -905, .88%4 .88% 
Mt. Morris... 20.00 Newport News ..*17.50 CASH WHEAT 





*Made only on export shipments. org mae F prin 1.05% 1.00% .97% .98% 








> > s less Duluth..... 5g 1.01 95% ..92 92% 
bates from Duluth are 5c per 100 lbs less than Chicagot. : 124% - i 103% (96 
: F St. Louis...1.05 1.0% oy) 93 
Divisions of lake-and-rail rates from New York— 
Minneapolis, in cents per 100 lbs, are: 1 north’n#1.09% 1.0854 ene 1.02 1.01% 1.02% 
A B B 2 redt ....1.07 1.08% ...... 1.01 994% 96% 
New York.... 83 14.7 Eniiedeiphia.. ¥7.5 11.0 Kansas City 
New York....*7.5 13.0 Baltimore. 8.3 11.7 2 hard....1.04% 1. a senvie 96 89 90% 
Boston...... .3 16.7 Baltimore. 7.5 10.0 H OO ccc DME -sescee 9 89 89 
ee 7.5 13.0 Montreal..... ... 11.0 Milwaukee. 53 11 1. 09 na aeala 1.05% 1.00% ...... 
Philadelphia... 8.3. 12.7 Toledo .....1.€ ORS ccsci's 1.01 el. pean’ 
*Export only. Winnipeg.. 93% an 9134 .88% ...... 


+Fresh arrivals. +Afioat. *Holiday. 

In the above table the price of cash wheat at 
Minneapolis, Duluth (to arrive), Chicago. Mil- 
waukee and Winnipeg is for No. 1 northern, at 
womgoo for No. 2 red. and at St. Louis for No. 2 

are 


A—Proportion of through rates, Minneapolis 
to Chicago. -Proportion of through rates, 
Chicago to Atlantic ports. 





KANSAS CITY 
Following are rates on flour for domes- 
tic use, all-rail, Kansas City to points 
named: 





Visible Supply 






























New York........ 29.50 Baltimore........ 26.50 The statement of the visible supply of 
ecm Eabanss+ os 3 Le mor lee seeeee 4 - grain in the United States is given below 
nliadeiphia .... aS Oe ee 
aa. Newport eee?" eee in bushels (hundreds omitted) : 
ye ee ochester........ 25.50 cass 
Syracuse......... 2 Cleveland ........ 50 a : W hens a Bats “Rye B'rly 
Virginia points.. 26.50 Richmond........ 26.50 AATOOEO 00s 99s 1. & SS ® ls. 
Gavanton oT ee eee 46 Me EP cesta opene 
ri paar ae Nagel . BRIO vei cinecen's Le” 114 539 = 569 
2, = > -* . . , 
Lake-and-rail rates of 2c per_100 lbs less ap- Chicago 1931 3494 2.561 133 1 
ply to all of above voints save Detroit, Roches- Daa... "206 _ - > 
ter, Cleveland and Virginia points. le i ae 4.579 76 4.837 183 "467 
Following are tariff all-rail rates on Ft. William ...... MME Nance, aaes) saass poses 
flour for ee via Chicago: Galveston ........ ae Re ee 
on k prs Indianapolis...... 108 90 Bas cas lincg a 
New York.. .. 26.50 Baltimore.. -- 23.50 Kansas City 866 273 154 
Philadelphia. . BED TARR ie cccaccecne 50 Milwaukee... 550 O@ 298 2 ‘‘Si7 
A rate of 2c less than above is magle on lake- Minneapolis ...... 9,780 21° 2,794 59 = 706 
and-rail shipments and on shipments via East Montreal......... 101 3875 198 ..... 7 
St. Louis. New Orleans..... ..... BOR 250 cgacheer saceds 
Following are through rates on flour in new nove teen tees $88 1,882 42 148 = 26 
-ks. Kansas City to the ports named, i sen ak ha. 04 Nes 70 1,327 15 2 
sacks, Kansas City he po amed, in Philedel hia 6 558 92 
cents, per 100 Ibs; rates are available by pp arthur, Ont.. 2037 we 
various routings to Atlantic ports and §¢, Louis .’....... 2.094 65 576 2 G8 
via the Gulf. 207 = 247 Bn 
Aberdeen ........ 37.40 Hamburg sezes LA veeee eee 
Amsterdam ...... 31.50 Hull aiesa bas dee g 1.707 = G56... eee 
Antwerp......... 29.9 RARER AR PY 31. 7 ON Ee ape 
Bristol ......++++. 98.10 Liverpool........ 28.40 . if 11,093 14.671 1,186 1,983 
Christiania....... 34.40 London........... 29.15 30.972 10.379 15 015 1,227 Ly 
Copenhagen ..... 34.40 Manchester ...... 29.20 31,196 8,886 9,912 1,043 2,858 
Dundee .......... 37.40 Newcastle ....... 38.46 Changes for ag week: Decrease—Wheat, 
Glasgow. . 20.15 Rotterdam....... 30.50 585,000 bus; oats, 344,000; rye, 41,000; barley, 


Southampton .... 35.85 345,000, Increase—Corn, 714,000 bus. 





Week’s Flour Exports 


NEw York, April 25.—(Special Tele- 
gram.)—Exports of flour, given in bar- 
rels, from all Atlantic and Gulf ports for 
the weeks ending on the following dates, 




















were: April —- Apet April 23 
Destination— 22 1904 
London........... 37,823 ‘900 51 mn 128,606 
Liverpool ........ 1,093 12,096 403 13,217 
Glasgow.......... 31.486 5,446 2,593 6,593 
MNO h 5's 50.14.05 Cares’ ak gan Mepeiiees akc 357 

BRE ok sive vice es ae raee > Eee 1, 
SIGNOE Wien vz vdic.. OTR” eiaans 7,790 = 3,195 
Southampton 642 714 1,429 
Manchester 13.071 714 1,029 
Belfast ..... THO Bate > sie. 
Hamburg 5,353 4,25 4,085 
Bremen .......... 1,056 28 175 
PE cca keedek, | pees eke 12,865 
Rotterdam ....... ...... 18,828 2,694 
Copenhagen...... ...... 2,585 179 
DON NG  s 55555:550%- 00 abs. Sew sinee 3,301 
Norway, Sweden. ea 2,918 
SMUG so sino'cs salve 09 10,470 §=7,003 6,185 
ee re 1,395 756 2,509 
San Domingo .... SP. canes tC ae 
Other W. Indies.. 16,278 8,720 13,664 7.656 
Central America. 14 4 ae 2,266 
Le | RS 8,842 Tee. ‘cakexs wt 
Other S. A....... 28.579 9,691 20,444 
B. N. America... 190 Gi cscns et 
South Africa..... Bee. secre 20.428 17,424 
OEBBIS, 206.6556 ss3 2,642 782 ~=—- 6,328 518 
Totals ..........147,772 110,987 150,542 238,000 





Weekly Flour Output 


The attached table gives the flour out- 
put at milling centers for two weeks, with 


comparisons, in barrels: Apr 23 Apr 25 
Apr 22 Aprl5 1904 1903 











Minneapolis... .. 182.200 196,050 127,115 168,535 
Duluth- a D000 visen es 6,400 23,080 
Milwaukee.... 28.650 22,710 17/150 23,750 

Total . 215,850 218,760 150,665 215,365 
41 outside milis* 113 000 eer 1 

Aggr’te spring ey eer | >. eer 
St. Louis .:...... 15,000 20,800 18,100 30,300 
St. Lonist......... 19.500 24,000 24,000 38,000 
Indianapolis .... 9,190 9,540 4,950 6,280 
Detroit .. ‘ 9,000 12,600 = ae 12.600 
Chicago ......... 17,800 11,800 19,800 
Kansas City. 4 Sate 32,500 31,600 19. ‘OD 36,740 

POMGDO™ Sess vv eeke 3,000 10,000 15,500 20,100 


*Minnesota, Dakota and Iowa mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth. 

+Flour made by mills outside of St. Louis. but 
controlled in that city. 





Foreign 


Glasgow 


GLasGow, April 26.—(Special Cable. )— 
Business is dull and dragging, with no 
special change to note. Where sales are 
pressed, some concession has to be made. 
The Easter holiday season has checked 


business. Prices are as follows, net c.i.f., 

per sack of 280 Ibs: 

Spring—First pens. 27s 34@28s 
Straight. . covceccccces GOS Camels Of 
SIRIUS ORY, 38th. ee cans 19s 64@20s 6d * 

MANE, TRB AG o's 6.655 cekrededioesee 278 -@28s 

Winter—First pee . wind aaleoie puede 29s @30s 
Extrafancy.. Pes Se 7 | 
EM cae cienin ss Mied sas co Up asoias sae 25s @2s 6d 

No. 0 Hungarian .................- 29 @29s9d 

eee is, accwewae seuss 148 @l5s 

Bran, Es WME ca si a's aah ata paneer sa pie £4 7s 6d 


Sales ex-store, not including commission 
’ 


would represent an additional cost of 9d@1s- 


per sack. 





Liverpool 


LIVERPOOL, April 26.—(Special Cable. ) 
—Dullness prevails in this market. Buy- 
ers are holding aloof and business passing 
is of little consequence. Prices are weak 
and tend in buyers’ favor, but the change 
is not sufficient to warrant any alteration. 
The following quotations show the range 
of prices, net c.i.f., per sack of 280 lbs, at 
which flour is salable here: 
Minnesota first patent ............ 
Minnesota second patent..... 
Minnesota first clear..... 
Minnesota second clear.. 
Winter extra fancy. 
Winter first patent.. ey 
Kansas patent Ph RR pe oe 26s Ss ¢ 
Hungarian first ar ade... . 31s 647: 328 34 
Bran, per ton. £4 

Sales ex-store, not. ine icluding ~ commission, 
wore represent an additional cost of 9d@1s per 
Sack. 


@28s 90 
@26s 9d 
@2s § 








London 


Lonpon, April 26.—(Special Cable.)— 
There is no business in flour passing in 
this market. The Easter holidays have 
checked operations,and the break in 
American wheat prices has confirmed buy- 
ers in pursuing the policy of abstention. 
The following quotations are per sack of 
280 Ibs, net c.i.f: 


Minnesota first patent ............ 26s 94@28s 
Minnesota second patent.......... 211s 6d 
Minnesota first clear.............. 6d@21s 
Minnesota low grade.............. 5 16s 3d 
Kansas patent...........--.++-++++ 20 d26s 6d 
ar 0s sce dcueae $00 i 5d@31s 6d 
Town household, ennai. 24s 3d@24s 94 
Red-dog........ @148 








Bran, per ton. aa .... £458 

Sales ex- -store, ‘not including | c ‘commission, 
would represent an additional cost of 9d@1s per 
sack, 





April 26, 1905 





Amsterdam 


AMSTERDAM, April 26.—(Special 
—The Easter holiday aidieas ben aon 
business in this market. Flour sells ver 
slowly at prices favoring buyers. Quote. 
tions in this market are as follows, deliv. 
ered terms per 100 kilos (22014 Ibs) P 


Minnesota first patent........ 13. BS i 

Minnesota second patent.. 10... : in 
WIDOT CM isch ss coed isuees 9.75@. .... florin; 
Choice low grade............. 8.00@..... florins 





FLAX AND ITS PRODUCTS 


From Russia and the Danube exports of 
flaxseed from Aug 1 to April 1 amounted 
to 2,288,000 bus, against 4,072,000 in 1903-4 
and 4,408,000 in 1902-3. 

With a largely increased acreage of 
wheat in the flax district of North ‘Dako- 
ta, the acreage of flax this year is expected 
to be much smaller than in 1904. 

In the week ended April 22, the ship- 
ments of oil cake from New York consist- 
ed of 26,870 long tons, against 25,191 in 
the preceeding week and 19,037 in 1904. The 
chief cargoes were 12,697 tons to Antwerp, 
8,826 to Rotterdam, 500 to Hamburg and 
4,847 to Havre. 


A fair business has been done in the 
last week in oil cake and oilmeal, ata 
slight advance in prices. Raw oil can not 
be had now for less than 43c per gallon, on 
account of the increase in the price of 
seed. Following are quotations f.o.b. 
Minneapolis: oil cake, $25@25.50 and oil- 
meal $25.50@26, per 2,000 Ibs; crude oil 43¢ 
per gallon in car lots. 

Daily closing prices per bushel of flax- 
seed in Minneapolis, Chicago and Duluth: 

—Mpls— —Duluth—. Chgo. 
Spot May Spot May Spot 
142 1.40 


Apri... 56525. 1.40% 1.4014 1.42 

April 20. Daas cave 1.40% 1.40% 142 1.42 1.40 

ONT a5 ice sage seater! Seintes eae 

pO) 1.40% 1.40% 142 142 140 

April 24 ... 1.38% r 38% 1.42 1.42 1.40 

April 25........ 1.38% 1.38% 1.40% 1.40 140 
*Holiday. 


Receipts of flaxseed for week ende:! Sat- 
urday and stock in store, at Minnespolis 
and Duluth, are shown below in bu-«hels, 
(hundreds omitted) : 

Fr a In store- 
= 1905 1904 








Minneapolis.......... 0 1,388 831 
DMO 5 soso <esls ec ccice's 13 116 7,500 7,895 
POUR ces <ceccceness 33 180 8,888 8,726 





Tacoma 


Special Correspondence 


Fire damaged the mill of the Cxpital 
Milling Co. at Seattle Monday morning to 
the extent of $8,000. The mill was idle. 
How the flames originated is a mysiery. 
Watchman Beattie was on the top floor 
when he heard the flames crackling and 
made his way to the second floor, which 
was afire. An explosion of dust on the 
first floor took place after the department 
arrived, blowing part of the roof half a 
block away. Loss is on machinery and 
building. No stock of wheat or flour was 
on hand. The officers of the company are 
Pendleton Miller, president; C. E. shep- 
herd, vice- -president ; E. 8S. Callendar, sec- 
retary and treasurer. 


The penitentiary jute mill at Walla Walla 
is turning out sacks at the rate of 5,5(0 to 
6,200 daily, and now has on hand over ;200,- 
000 sacks. Warden Kees says orders are 
coming so rapidly that the entire output 
will be readily absorbed. The mil! will 
be run until the latter part of September. 


All fields of spring wheat are in excellent 
condition thoughout the spring wheat 
region. Where reseeding has been done 
this spring to crop the land where winter 
wheat failed to withstand the cold season, 
reports of a most favorable nature are 
coming in. 

Smith & Risley have begun work on a 
four-story flour mill at Palouse, to be 
ready for grinding by July 15. It will be 
operated by electric power. 

F. E. WyMAN. 

Tacoma, Wash., April 22. 





World's Grain Shipments 


World’s grain shipments for the wees are 
shown below in bushels: 


WHEAT Last 

April 22 April 15 ear 
America ............. 516,000 967,000 1.312,000 
OTR re 3,040,000 1,712,000 2.:54,000 
Danubian............ 432,000 520,000 12,000 
We enicc ands «tnsans 248.000 816,000 1,124,000 
Argentina ...........2,832,000- 4,408,000 4.(:10,000 
BEI sn kcne adones 824,000 729,000 1,237,00 ”) 
Austria-Hungary ... ...052. 00 seeeees ~0),000 
WAPIMOR 5. avnoeosis 96,000 128,000 210,000 
|” SEAR Aree 8,288,000 9,280,000 10.514; 000 

CORN 

OO, nk so vwkvannse 2,464,000 2,192,000 116,000 
Danubian............ 103,000 43,000 403,000 
, ae 206,000 34,000: 44,000 
Argentina ........... 590,000 351,000 4.004 


Totals... ....++.+++3,063,000 2,620,000 1,:'7,000 
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Advertisers desiring special information con- 
cerning markets or connections in America or 
elsewhere, are invited to correspond direct 
with the Foreign Department. 





Covtents of this publication are protected by 
copyright. Republication permitted when 
eredi: is given the Northwestern Miller. 
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A veneral meeting of the National As- 
socia.ion of British & Irish Millers is to 
be held in London on April 28. The prin- 
cipa! business of the meeting will be to 
elect » president of the association for the 
coming year and to receive the report re- 
specting the proposed international con- 
ference of the milling industry fer 1905. 

I had the pleasure of a call this week 
from George C. Watson, of the Bemis Bag 


Co., st. Louis, Mo. Mr. Watson is over 
here on @ pleasure trip but is incidentally 
looking up some of his business friends. 
I erroneously stated in a recent issue of 
the Northwestern Miller that Mr. Bemis 
had arrived in this country. I should 
have said Mr. Watson. 

Another election has gone against the 


government. Polling took place at Brigh- 
ton on April 5 and the Liberal candidate 
was returned with a majority of 817. As 


this seat has hitherto been held by a con- 
servative its loss is of considerable impor- 
tance to the government, especially as it 
unseats a junior lord of the treasury. Th 

Daily Telegraph says, however, that while 


ministerialists deplore the loss of the seat 
they decline to believe it will hasten the 
dissolution. On the other hand Radicals 
insis| that an appeal to the country is im- 
mineut and declare that it will come off 
between Easter and Whitsuntide. 


THE BUDGET 


The chancellor of the exchequer on 
April 10 presented his Budget to parlia- 
ment, and it has been accepted with feel- 
ings of satisfaction both by the House of 
Commons and the public. During the 
year there has been an excess of receipts 
over expenditure to the amount of £1,414,- 
000, and the chancellor estimates that 
there will bea surplus of £2,972,000 for 
the coming year. This has enabled him 
to reduce the duty on tea by twopence in 
the pound and to provide an additional 
million pounds for the sinking fund. It 
had been hoped that he would reduce the 
incoime tax, which now stands at a shill- 
ing in the pound, but to his regret he had 
- oleae funds at his disposal to per- 
mit of this. 

The estimated receipts for the coming 
year amount to £144,004,000, but the re- 
duc! on in the tax on tea will absorb £1,- 
900,000 of this. The expenditure is esti- 
mated at £141,032,000, so that the surplus 
in excess of this will amount to £1,422,000, 
anc of this sum £1,000,000 will go to swell 
the sinking fund, thus leaving a net sur- 
plu. of £422,000. 

!}e chancellor in his budget speech re- 
‘d trade for the last year and said 
t 1904-5 had been a year of varying for- 
tues. It began badly but fortunately as 
tiie went on prospects improved. 

LONDON MARKETS 


© past week was one of downright de- 
ion in Mark Lane, especially as re- 
s flour, and it must be confessed that 
‘t Was not more lively than the manu- 
ired article. Prices did not indeed 
«< away to any extent worth speaking 
t, but business was almost at a stand- 
poh ul, that is, judged by an ordinary stand- 
, On Monday last, there was a revival of 
a ‘iry as far as wheat was concerned, 
«nc the Manitobas hardened toa slight ex- 
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tent. Flour, however, has not yet recov- 
ered, and it is to be feared that today the 
tendency is even worse. Importers and 
holders of flour have today found it gener- 
ally harder to sell without making some 
concession. 
he main reasons for the extreme cau- 
tiousness of buyers here are to be found 
in continued big shipments, and also in 
the declining state of American markets 
as far as distant positions are concerned. 
No doubt the present position of the 
American miller is no better, but the un- 
doubtedly better prospects ahead have had 
a remarkably intimidating effect, if the 
word may be used, on buyers at this side. 
Another powerful reason with the job- 
bing factors who deal direct with bakers, 
is supplied by the attitude of bakers them- 
selves. Right through this year bakers in 
this city have been looking for lower 
prices and now they seem to be positively 
anticipating a slump. Such a state of 
mind is not reasonable because everything 
would seem to point to a fairly steady 
level of prices for some time ahead but 
when bakers here get an idea into their 
heads it is impossible to drive it out. 


BIG ARRIVAL OF ARGENTINE FLOUR 


It may be noted that during the week, a 
big arrival of Argentine flour amounting 
to nearly 13,000 sacks was received in this 

ort. Its natural effect was not merely to 

nock down the values of such Argentine 
flour as was on the spot, but also to depre- 
ciate other flours with which Argentine 
comes into competition, such as Australi- 
ans. 

The last consignment of Argentine flour 
seems to be of a pretty mixed character in- 
cluding flours of all grades. Some Argen- 
tine mills are making great efforts to 
strengthen their footing in this market 
and are said to be willing to guarantee 
that all flours they ship shall be milled 
from particular wheats, such as Barletta. 

With regard to Argentine flour it can 
hardly be said that it has taken, much of 
a position in London though it is perfect- 
ly true that the product of some Argentine 
mills has won favorable opinions from 
those who had been accustomed to handle 
Kansas flour, which just at present is un- 
obtainable. 

The opinion of competent bakers on Ar- 
gentine flour as we know it here is this, 
that on the whole it is not reliable. The 
quality seems to vary in the same brand 
from one shipment to another. Color 
again does not seem to be so reliable a 


«factor in estimating the value of a Plate 


flour as in the case of most other flours 
with which we are acquainted on this 
market. 

It is a remarkable fact that more than 
one baker who has had practical experi- 
ence of Argentine flours has come to the 
conclusion that the hest value for the 
money is often to be found in the lower 
grades. Just now, there seems to be rath- 
er a glut of middle grades, or of what we 
should call second patents. At any rate, 
while the top patents are still held at 
about 27s@27%s 6d ex-granary, second pat- 
ents are being sold at less than 26s in the 
same position, a drop of between three- 
pence and sixpence on the week. Some 
useful-looking second patents have recent- 
ly been pressed for sale at 25s 3d ex-ship. 


AUSTRALIAN FLOUR CHEAPER 


Australian flour is distinctly cheaper. 

To begin with, arrivals during the last 
few weeks have been quite as plentiful as 
the demand here warrants. Again, Aus- 
tralian millers seem to have at last awak- 
ened to the real conditions of this market. 
Whereas, not so long ago 24s 9d c.i.f. was 
the best offer obtainable by importers on 
this side from Australian mills, 23s 6d 
c.i.f. is now offered by several mills who 
have reputable brands to ship. At the 
same time, this drop is not general, and it 
is understood that even today there isa 
great deal of irregularity in Australian 
c.i.f. prices; while some mills offer good 
brands at 28s 6d c.i.f., others still stick out 
for 24s 6d. 
. It is generally agreed that Australian 
flour of the old crop was hardly up to the 
mark, and did not compare favorably 
with English county flour milled from 
1904 English wheat. The new-crop Aus- 
tralian flour seems to bea distinct im- 
provement. Today, it would be difficult to 
make more than 25s ex-store for Austra- 
lian marks that are the most in favor. 
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TOP SPRING PATENTS SCARCE 

There is little change in the condition of 
the American flour market here, but hold- 
ers seem to find it more difficult to sell 
without a concession of a full threepence. 
Though top spring wheat . patents are 
quite scarce, the inquiry is very limited, 
and it is difficult to make 30s 6d ex-ship, 
or 31s ex-store, for the most favorite Min- 
neapolis marks. Occasionally, importers 
sell below this level. One does not hear so 
much of Canadian top spring wheat pat- 
ents as was the case a month or two ago; 
on account of the price the demand for 
this description of flour is very limited. 

Spring wheat clears continue a very dull 
sale, and ordinary Minnesota firsts are 
hard to get rid of even at 2is(@2Is 3d ex- 
ship. By all accounts, even lower prices 
have been accepted in some cases by sellers 
who had to get clear of their stuff. 

SALES OF KANSAS NEW CROP FLOUR 

Kansas flour from the 1904 crop is, of 
course, absolutely out of the market, but 
one hears of more business being done in 
new-crop flour which, for July--August 
dispatch, seems to be priced at about 24s 
6d to 25s c.i.f. The first offers of this 
kind were made weeks ago, and for some 
time seem to have remained without re- 
sult. It does not seem that American 
mills directly made those offers, but now 
from all one can hear, there is a certain 
disposition to book flour forward under 
the conditions named. As yet, not much 
business has been done.on this side. 

ENGLISH FLOUR 

London-milled flour has declined anoth- 
er threepénce, the official price for town 
households now 27s 6d, with whites or pat- 
ents at 30s 6d. These are purely nominal 
prices. Some millers are reported to be 
selling households at 25s 9d@26s delivered 
to the baker, with sixpence per sack dis- 
count for ready money. 

English country flour is not any cheap- 
er, that is, if it is worth buying. But 
sales are very difficult in face of a declin- 
ing flour market. 

Hungarian flour is very hard tosell, and 
holders are almost all accepting lower 
prices. About 32s 6d@33s ex-store seems 
to be about the mark for leading brands. 

ENTRIES OF FOREIGN FLOUR 

The following table shows entries of 
foreign flour into London for the past two 
weeks, with the respective countries of or- 
igin, in sacks of 280 lbs: April? Mar3i 

12,825 
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AVERAGE WEEKLY RECEIPTS 
Average weekly London receipts for four 


weeks ending: April? Mar3 Feb 10 
Foreign wheat* ........ 113,978 75,905 58,892 
British wheatt ......... 1,035 1,137 740 
Foreign flourt.......... 39.227 34.616 27,017 
Forei’nand British flo’r¢ 68,207 66,010 = 55,203 


*Qrs (480 lbs) +tQrs (504 lbs) +Sacks (280 lbs) 
MONEY MARKET, APRIL 11 


The money market has been distinctly 
easier in tone during the last week, and 
there has been no difficulty about meeting 
several large calls and repaying amounts 
falling due at the Bank of England, funds 
being in plentiful supply. There is stilla 
good demand for money but loans for the 
night are easily obtainable at 1 to 144 per 
cent. The demand for advances in connec- 
tion with the Stock Exchange settlement 
this week was particularly active today, 
the rate for such loans being 2!4 to 2°¢ per 
cent. 

In the discount market quotations are 
steady and business rather brisk, there be- 
ing a good disposition to accept the finest 
class of bank bills at somewhat lower rates. 

The demand for gold for Paris continues 
active but the general impression is that 
this demand is likely to subside after this 
week. The price of gold remains un- 
changed at 77s 6d per ounce. ' 

The stock markets on the whole have 
been dull and inactive throughout the 





















week. Today consols opened at an advance 

on the favorable reception of the budget 

a, but before the close of the mar- 
et they had declined again. 





Quotations: Today Last week 
Bank of England rate......... 2% 2% 
Consols for money............. 91 914; 
Consols for the account .. . 91% 915% 
Bankers’ deposit rate ......... 1 
Discount houses’ deposit rate— 

«wo ES 1% 
1% 1% 
1 @1% 2 @2% 
s@2 
2 @27, 143@2 
2s@2' 148@24, 

Bank bills, 6 months......... 2%@23; 2 @2; 
IU EIN Roos oa oon nis oss 24@2% 2%4@2% 
Argentine gold premium ..... 127.27% 127.27% 





LIVERPOOL, APRIL 11 


The wheat market, under the influence 
of continued heavy world’s shipments has 
displayed a tendency to curtail business 
to the most moderate requirements, but 
continual inquiry for cargoes has tempo- 
rarily stiffened prices. Options, after nar- 
row fluctuations, close on the week 3¢d per 
100 lbs dearer. 

The market for foreign flour drags along 
in the same monotonous spirit of lassitude 
which has proven so distinctive a feature 
of the trade for many weeks. The slight 
improvement in wheat has failed to stimu- 
late buyers into a more active frame of 
mind and the more optimistic American 
bureau report is likely to encourage all 
classes of operators to persist in their atti- 
tude of reserve in an even more accentuat- 
ed form. At the same time, as new crop 
American flours are still a long way off, 
holders of stocks show no disposition to 
anticipate their advent by any undue pres- 
sure to realize, feeling confident that 
meantime the requirements of consumers 
will be adequate to the absorption of every- 
thing on hand without any serious depre- 
ciation of values. 

The tendency, of course, is in buyers’ 
favor but prices remain quotably un- 
changed. The comparatively limited 
quantity in store or transit is the sheet 
anchor of importers who are thus sus- 
tained in the hope of being able to quit 
their goods without having to submit to 
a forced sacrifice. 

Taking all the circumstances into con- 
sideration, there is good reason to believe 
that very little flour will remain unsold 
by the time the new crop American is 
available, when it is hoped there will be 
a new era of prosperity for the trade with 
a revived demand for the American prod- 
uct, which should once more be practica- 
ble on a merchantable basis. 

Local millers have not failed to make 
hay while the sun shone for them and was 
in eclipse for their western competitors. 
They have secured a command of the trade, 
from which it may be a difficult matter to 
dispossess them. At the moment, though 
new vurders are not arriving as freely as 
could be desired, they show some slight 
improvement, still with ample deliveries 
on old contracts the bulk of the mills are 
kept fully occupied and avoid any conges- 
tion of stocks. Such being the case, mill- 
ers have not felt it necessary to facilitate 
business by reducing limits, which were 
reaffirmed at their usual conference today 

American spring and winter wheat 
millers, so far as the present crop is con- 
cerned, remain utterly impracticable for 
export to this market, but winter and 
Kansas shippers.have succeeded in placing 
some further lines toa moderate extent 
for July-August shipment of the new 
crop at fairly reasonable prices; these 
transactions being long-shot speculations 
are confined to the enterprising few and 
do not yet appeal to the business instincts 
of the many. 

The shipments from all Atlantic ports, 
including Canada to Liverpool last week 
were 3,000, 280-lb sacks, and to the United 
Kingdom 55,000, against 104,000 last year. 
Since Aug.1, the total to the United 
Kingdom is only 1,545,000, against 5,362,- 
000 last season. 

Low-grade flours are not in excessive 
supply, though the demand is not particu- 
larly active. Arrivals are so little above 
the trade requirements of importers that 
there is no pressure to sell from quay and 
prices remain steady. For shipment it is 
difficult to buy from the Continent to 
show a profit, and American, having a 
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better market in the Far 
above relative value here. 

Hungarian flour sells slowly in driblets 
on spot and being held for shipment at 
prices equivalent to current values has no 
attraction for importers. 

French and Belgian flours are exceed- 
ingly dull and meet with only a limited 
demand at late quotations. Old engage- 
ments for shipment are being gradually 
liquidated but there is no disposition to 
add to existing obligations on a parity 
with spot values. 

Australian flours are not a free sale at 
recent rates but stocks are gradually be- 
ing reduced while fresh arrivals are of no 
moment. 

Parcels on passage are firmly held 
though prices for mi ag are rather 
easier, but buyers for the time being are 
looking on. ome 10,000 bags of Starr’s 
clears just arrived, which were held on 
passage for 24s 6d c.i.f., have changed 
hands at about 23s 6d c.i.f. 

Indian and Chilian flours are just now 
a negligible quantity, exciting little at- 
tention on spot or to arrive. 

Argentine flours are scarce on spot and 
parcels on passage rather hang fire to 
arrive. The safe transit of shipments 
made under conditions, now afloat, it is 
hoped may lead to considerable develop- 
ments of trading in these goods. In the 
meantime the venture is only in the ex- 
perimental stage. 


East, is held 


GLASGOW, APRIL 10 


Since last writing trade in flour in Glas- 
gow and district has been very quiet. 
There has been little new business pass- 
ing, and while the millers have been ac- 
tively employed, new contracts have not 
been at all plentiful. ‘‘It is rather hard 
to account for the unusual dullness,’’ said 
a large miller, ‘‘although we are busy on 
old orders. There is not a great deal of 
American flour coming into the market, 
but the supplies of Australian and Con- 
tinental flours are liberal.’’ 

The Americans, anticipating a big crop 
next harvest, and offering for shipment in 
July and August at shillings under the 

rices now ruling, have caused buyers 

ere to hold off. They have the notion 
that they will get in on even better terms, 
They are told that there is a big crop in 
Argentina, tos, and that fact makes them 
all the more loth to commit themselves. 
Hitherto the Argentine crop has come 
chiefly in the form of grain, but, from 
what I can gather, there is a big proba- 
bility of the flour millers there spreading 
their wings. 

Sellers of Hungarian flour are finding 
things very dull. I met an importer and 
he said: ‘‘I have been all day on my feet 
and I have booked only one order. I sold 
to a man close on a hundred sacks of flour, 
while I had hopes that he would have tak- 
en a thousand bags. Changed days now! 
I have seen the time when I would have 
sold to the wee bakers in one day as much 
as I will sell now in a week. f course, 
when one secures an order now it is usual- 
ly more substantial than in the old days, 
but its bigness is neutralized by the small- 
ness of the profit.’ 

What sellers of flour find is, that the 
market is practically surfeited with soft 
flour. When the trade buys American and 
Hungarian, it invariably uses them to 
make upa blend. Towards the close of 
the week the flour trade kept in its dull 
state. Indeed, where there was a possi- 
bility of anything like a substantial sale 
being made the seller was willing to con- 
cede a little, and the same was the ex- 
perience today (Monday). 

The following are the prices of flour in 
the Glasgow market: Canadian patents, 
28s 6d@29s 6d; winter wheat, 28s 6d@32s; 
Minnesota straight, 23s 6d(«@24s 6d; pat- 
ents, 31s 6d@32s 6d; Milwaukee straight, 
28s; patents, 29s@30s 6d; Hungarian, 30s 
94@32s; French, 25s@26s 6d. 

There is still a pressure to sell new crop 
Kansas and soft winter flours. So far as 
can be gathered not much headway has 
been made. One authority in the trade 
thus put it: ‘‘If such speculative sales 
should turn out well for the American 
miller and importer, the baker surely is 
safer lying low and doing nothing.”’ 

From carefully-prepared statistics, I find 
that during the first quarter of this year 
the wheat imports amounted to 172,237 
qrs, or nearly double the quantity received 
in the corresponding period of 1904. The 
weekly consumption and export have been 
good, but barely equal to those of the 
previous two months, but 65 per cent bet- 
ter than during the first quarter of 1904. 

Of the quantity of wheat received in 
the past three months, 66,587 qrs were 
American 75,178 Russian, and 25,353 Aus- 
tralian. The recent slump in Chicago of 
10@12c per bu (equal to 3s 4d @4s per qr), 
together witha sharp fall in Manitobans 
has done much to drive buyers out of the 
market. 

The flour imports have been 375,937 
sacks of which 141,106 came from Ameri- 
ca; 102,558 from the east coast by rail and 
canal; 39,456 CGoastwise (mainly Liver- 
pool): 33,161 from the Mediterranean ; and 
30,881 by direct steamers from France. 
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America continues our chief source of 
supply of corn. During the first quarter 
of the year she has sent us 139,554 ag At 
the beginning of the year the price was 
in the region of 13s but subsequent 
heavy arrivals sent the price down to 11s 
@l11s 8d. There has since been a recovery 
to 12s 3d. The quotation today was nom- 
inally lis 101d per 280 lbs. Plate has 
been quiet and today can be bought at 14s. 

Oatmeal in Glasgow was quoted from 
25s to 27s. The demand has rather gone 
off, but this is usually the case when the 
warmer weather comes in. During the 
first six months of this year the imports 
were 34,811 loads of 280 lbs. They were as 
much as that at this time a year ago. f 
the total America supplied the half With 
regard to oats, home kinds have been in 
fair request at previous figures. The im- 
ports during the first three months of this 
year were 94,536 qrs, compared with 96,876 
qrs a year ago. America sent 2,959 qrs; 
Russia, 26,020; Australia, 5,853. The 
weekly consumption and export were not 
so good at this time a year ago by fully 2,- 
000 qrs, but were 1,000 up on those of the 
last two months of 1904. 

The Edinburg and Leith Master Bakers’ 
executives have agreed to reduce the price 
of the 4-lb loaf 44d, making it sixpence. 
An intimation like that has a quietening 
effect on the flour trade throughout the 
country. 

In Edinburg the millers sought 31s 6d 
for first quality of flour; 29s 6d for sec- 
ond, and 27s 6d for third. The oatmeal 
Millers’ Association in Edinburg and Mid- 
lothian intimated former prices. 

A dull market for wheat has been ex- 
perienced in Leith. Buyers were disin- 
clined to operate for early or forward ship- 
ment. Previous values ruled, although 
here and there there was a disposition to 
give way a little. 

The following were the approximate im- 
portations at Glasgow during the past 
week of the foreign traffics named, the 
totals for the year to date, and same in- 
formation last year: 

Last week 1905 
Wheat, qrs. 5,01 145,770 
Barley, qrs 36,75 
Maize, qrs 
Oats, qrs... 
Flour, sacks 
Oatmeal, sacks 


TRADE- MARK CASE 


Lord Ardwall has issued judgment in 
the action by William Clarke Reid, trad- 
ing as McConnell & Reid, flour importers, 
19 Waterloo street, Glasgow, against 
George M. Thomson & Co., 8 Wellington 
street, Glasgow, for declarator that the 
entry ‘‘Diamond Dust’’ in the register of 
trade-marks was made without sufficient 
cause; that the defenders had no right to 
the exclusive use of the words as a trade- 
mark applicable to the sale of flour; and 
that the pursuer was entitled to sell flour 
not supplied by the defenders under that 
name. 

There was also a conclusion for £500 
damages. In June, 1903, the pursuer was 
appointed agent foran Ohio milling firm 
to sell for them, among other brands of 
flour, the brand known as ‘*Diamond 
Dust.’’ In September of that year the de- 
fenders, who had _ previously acted as 
agents for the Ohio firm, registered ‘‘Dia- 
mond Dust’ as.a trade-mark; and in the 
beginning of last year they instituted pro- 
ceedings against the pursuer in Glasgow 
sheriff court for selling flour under the 
name of ‘‘Diamond Dust.’’ 

The pursuer was assoilzied on the 
ground that he had no fraudulent intent 
in using the words. The pursuer main- 
tained that the defenders had no right to 
have ‘‘Diamond Dust’’ registered as their 
exclusive property. The defenders said 
they were proprietors of the trade-mark, 
and they pleaded that the action was in- 
competent. 

By minute, dated Feb. 11 last, the de- 
fenders stated that they did not intend 
further to maintain their defense to the 
conclusions in the summons directed 
against their right to the use of the trade- 
mark. 

Lord Ardwall, in respect of that min- 
ute, has granted declarator in terms of 
these conclusions and decerned. He has 
assoilzied the defenders from the conclu- 
sion for damages, and found the pursuer 
entitled to expenses up to and including 
Feb. 15. Quoad ultra his lordship found 
no expenses due to or by either party. 


HOLLAND, APRIL 10 


The market is depressed and sales are 
sluggish. Flour is only movable in retail 
quantities at low quotations. A few sales 
of first clear are reported at 9%fl c.i.f., 
though most millers quote 10fl, and one or 
two even 1044fl1. Though American patent 
pee are lower the figures are still pro- 

ibitive and sales, of course, nil. 

For home-milled flour the demand is 
very disappointing at unchanged prices. 
Belgian and French flour is unchanged in 
petes on the week. The former can be 

ought at 10fl and* the latter at 9%@l10fl 
c.i.f. Datch millers ask 10°¢fl per 100 kilos 
home delivered. 


American millers quote spring wheat 
first patent at 14°{fl; spring wheat second 
patent at 1444fl; spring wheat first clear at 
9%@10fl; and spring wheat choice low- 
grade at 8fi. 


THE WORLD’S WHEAT 
By J. W. RUSH, LONDON, ENG. 


The fact that last week’s shipments to 
Europe fell to 775,000 qrs as compared with 
an average of 1,150,000 qrs for the previ- 
ous eight weeks, has gg ~'4 helped the 
wheat market this week, bringing about 
a more confident feeling, although it has 
not been attended by much animation. 

Argentina shipments last week were re- 
duced to 270,000 qrs, but as there are about 
100 steamers chartered for April-May load- 
ing, mainly for wheat, there is little 
doubt that this source of supply will con- 
tinue to be very important right up to the 
end of June. Last year from April 1 to 
June 30 about 300,000 qrs a week were 





shipped, and this year this amount will no ° 


doubt be again reached and probably ex- 
ceeded. 

From India, however, we are by no 
means so sure of large supplies this year. 
The last official report indicated a yield of 
nine to ten million quarters less than last 
year, although the acreage is fully as large 
as last year. 

The extraordinary character of the 
weather has indeed been such that it is 
quite possible that more serious damage 
has been done than the officials could pos- 
sibly have known when they issued the 
report above referred to, early in March, 
before the harvest in the earliest districts 
had commenced. It is also expected that 
the native food crops must have suffered 
considerably, in which case the natives 
will not be disposed to part with their 
wheat except at attractive prices. 

The whole matter is to some extent, 
however, still in the conjectural stage, 
but it is significant that today 31s 3d per 
492 lbs c.i.f. is obtainable for new No. 2 
Calcutta wheat, April-May shipment, 
without attracting shippers. This means 
that Calcutta wheat is relatively very 
poor, because ordinary Argentina wheats 
are obtainable at 28s 6d@29s per 480 lbs 
c.i.f., and even Australian cargoes can be 
had at 31s 6d per 480 lbs c.i-f. 

Australia has shipped already the larger 
portion of its surplus to Europe in the past 
three months, there being probably only 
one million quarters left to be shipped to 
Europe during the next nine months. 

Russia, however, remains the dark horse 
if the outlook, war and light money, 
means of course that the disposition will 
continue to be in favor of turning wheat 
into gold, acircumstance which has no 
doubt induced the big shipments (380,000 
qrs per week) since the beginning of the 
present season. The war, however, has 
more or less demoralized the railway 
transport facilities, and I hear from a re- 
liable source that there is bound to bea 
scarcity of railway wagons during the 
remainder of the war and probably lon 
after it has ended. . 

There is no lack of wheat in the coun- 
try; the difficulty is in the moving of it 
to the seaboard. Stocks in Russian ports 
on March 14 were officially returned as fol- 
lows, in quarters: 

1,475,000 
5,000 


Last year, between April 1 and June 30, 
Russian and Danubian ports shipped no 
less than 400,000 qrsa week. This year 
there is little or nothing to come from 
Roumania and the probability is that !ess 
will be forthcoming from Russia, for the 
reasons above mentioned. I am, therefore, 
inclined to make the following forecast of 
the probable weekly shipments to Europe 
for the three months ended June 30, com- 
pared with the actual shipments in the 
corresponding period of last year (in quar- 
ters): 

1905 1904 
Probable Actual 

50,000 140,000 

290,000 
400 


,000 
190,000 
85,000 
25,000 
Total ..... teas snkvaasies 1,130,000 


This may be taken as representing the 
general feeling among observing people in 
the trade today. There are some indeed 
who do not look for so much from India 
as I have suggested, but in any case there 
is a prohability of the demand treading on 
the heels of the supply before the three 
months have expired, the more so as the 
Continental demand in this period is toler- 
ably certain to be large. 

The actual imports into Europe during 
the past eight months, I may add, have been 
very little short of 1,100,0000 qrs a week, 
which has, it is true, exceeded the require- 
ments and led to some accumulation of 
stock. I am disposed, however, under 
present circumstances to regard prices 
now as sufficiently low, and nothing short 
of a very favorable outlook for the next 
crop in Europe and America will probably 
check a tendency to improve values. 


From— 
United States and Canada .... 
Argentina 
Russia and Roumania 
India 
Australia 
CEE oi-cc ck cucevxducecubseds 


April 26, 1905 


A Little Spark 


There was a little man, 
And he had a little mill, 
But the flour that he made was scarcely right 
~ right, right. ; 
So he put it in a box, 
With a few electric shocks, 
And now the flour is pearly, purely, white. 
white, white. 
The grocer man who bought, 
Asked how the change was wrought, 
For the sorte took the flour with zest, zest. 
zest. 
He said it was’t much, 
Just a button and a touch, 
And the gaseous medium quickly did the rest, 
. rest, rest. 
—Barr. 


Representative Crumpacker of Indiana 
wants to succeed Mr. Fairbanks in the 
senate. Failing in that he might incor- 
porate his name and begin mannfactuving 
a new breakfast food.—Daily Paper. : 


Kuropatkin went to the seat of war, 
The wily Japs to defeat, 
’Tis rumored the wily ones got there before, 
And placed a large tack on the om 
—Quack. 


Crop Bulletin 

TANEY, Mo. —- (Special Telegram. )- 
Chinch bugs have appeared in the whies 
in this locality and the destruction o/ 
entire crop is imminent. Farmers 
aroused and every possible expedieut is 
being employed in hope of ridding 
fields of the pest. Prof. Skeeziks of ¢ 
experiment station proposes a new met! 
for the extinction of the bugs. In his ey 
periments, he has treated a number of 
bugs with cayenne pepper, subsequen 
releasing them in the infested fields. 
insects treated quickly succumb to ¢ 


violent sneezing occasioned by the pun- 
gency of the pepper, while the untreated 
bugs shortly die from lack of sleep. 
Operations are now being conducted on a 
larger scale but with little hope that they 
will be successful in saving any consi<er- 
able part of the crop. 


In A. D. 2000 


Give me a spoon of oleo, Ma, 
And the sodium alkali, ; 

For I’m going to make a pie, Mamma 
I’m going to make a pie. ; 

For John will be hungry and tired, Ma 
And his tissues will decompose: 

So give me a gram of phosphate, 
And the carbon and cellulose. 

Now give me a chunk of caseine, Ma, 
Toshorten the thermic fat, 

And give me the oxygen bottle, Ma, 
And look at the thermostat. 

And if the electric oven is cold 
Just turn it on half an ohm, 

For I want to have the supper ready 
As soon as John comes home. 


—Cleveland Leade” 


Aunt Chloe was talking about her trou- 
bles when her visitor inquired after Ler 
husband. ‘‘He am in bad condisht, 
said she—‘‘de doctah saiz he done got “at 
’ar railroad disease.”’ 

The puzzled visitor had about reac! 
the conclusion that one more had been 
added to the list of a thousand ills which 
the human flesh is supposed to be heir ‘0, 
but ventured to ask Auntie if it was 1.0- 
comotor Ataxia that she meant. ~ *a 
sah,’’ said she, ‘‘dat’s it; I knowed it had 
sumfin ter do wiv a bulljine.”’ A 
—Quack. 





